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CHAP. VI r. 

Commerce of Cadiz—Treatment of the French at 
that Port—Privileges enjoyed by Foreigners— 
New Tarif — Smuggling. 


But what chiefly confers importance on Ca¬ 
diz, and assimilates it with the largest cities in 
the world, is its prodigious commerce. In. 1795 
it contained more than one hundred and ten 
proprietors of ships, and about six hundred and 
seventy commercial houses, exclusive of re¬ 
tail dealers and shopkeepers, and of the French 
who had been obliged by the war to leave that 
place. An idea may be formed of the extent 
of its commerce from the number of vessels of 
all descriptions which enter its port. In 1776 
it amounted to nine hundred and forty nine, 
of which two hundred and sixty five were 
French. 

The war which soon afterwards broke out, 
relaxed for some time the activity of our inter¬ 
course with Cadiz; but on the return of peace, 
it appeared to have rather increased than di¬ 
minished. Formerly no French ship arri¬ 
ved at Cadiz from any port of Europe to the 
northward of Calais. Of late year# we have 
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made ourselves somewhat more familiar with 
the seas of the north ; so that many of olir ves¬ 
sels have been dispatched from that port to 
Hamburgh and Amsterdam, and afterwards 
freighted again for Cadiz. 

The extent of the intercourse of this port 
with the rest of Europe in 17i)l may be col¬ 
lected from the following particulars. The 
number of ships which entered it was one thou¬ 
sand and ten. Of these one hundred and eighty 
were English; one hundred and seventy six 
from the Spanish dominions in America; one 
hundred and sixty two from the Spanish domi¬ 
nions in Europe; one hundred and sixteen 
French; one hundred and four Portuguese; 
ninety from the United States ; eighty Dutch ; 
forty-one Danish; twenty-five Swedish; twenty- 
two Ragusan ; six Genoese ; two Venetian ; 
one Ilamburgher; one Russian ; one Imperial ; 
and one Spanish ship from Manilla. 

The one hundred and seventy seven Spanish 
ships from the colonies, includingthatfrom Ma¬ 
nilla brought gold and silver, coined, wrought 
and in bullion, to the amount of 25,788,175 
piastres. 

Cadiz had at that time an extensive direct 
commerce with the Spanish Indies. In the 
course of the same year, 1791, thirty five ves¬ 
sels sailed from that port for the Windward 
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Islands; twenty for La Vera Cruz; sixteen for 
Monte Video; seven for Lima; eight for Hon¬ 
duras ; five for Carthagena; making a total of 
one hundred and five. 

The ports of France which have commercial 
connections with Cadiz are, Marseilles, Havre, 
llouen, Morlaix, St. Malo, Bayonne, Bor¬ 
deaux, Nantes, and St. Valery. I have named 
(hem in succession, according to the extent of 
their intercourse with that port. Prior to the 
French revolution, which has produced more 
than one alteration in the commercial relations 
between France and Spain, Marseilles annu¬ 
ally sent thither commodities to the amount of 
nearly twelve million of livres (half a million 
sterling) princip ally consistingcfsilksand gild¬ 
ing: the greatest part of the cargoes from Ha¬ 
vre and Rouen were composed of woollens ; and 
those from Morlaix and St. Maloof linens, which 
were likewise a principal article in the lew ship¬ 
ments from Nantes. Bordeaux and Bayonne 
sent scarcely any thing hut flour and bacon, 
and the woollens of Amiens were the chief con¬ 
tributions of St. Valery. 

The foreign nations who have the greatest 
number of houses established at Cadiz, are the 
Irish, the Flemings, the Genoese, and the Ger¬ 
mans. The latter are chiefly Hamburghers, 
who are peculiarly favoured by their very ancient 
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treaties with Spain, and who, quiet in appear¬ 
ance, but bold and persevering in reality, en¬ 
gage in every branch of commerce. They 
make, however, a good use of their profits. They 
form a kind of association, and have established a 
fund for the relief of their indigent countrymen. 

Of all the commercial nations the English and 
French have the fewest houses at Cadiz, but 
they nevertheless take a considerable share in 
the commerce of that city. Twenty years ago 
there were at Cadiz upwards of fifty great 
French houses, divided into classes, according to 
the real, or at least the acknowledged capital of 
each. Among these houses were some of the first 
importance, the members of which might consi¬ 
der Cadiz, as their second country; but who, 
so far from forgetting their native land, doubly* 
enriched it by promoting the sale of its produc¬ 
tions, and afterwards returning thither with the 
fruits of their profitable speculations : a valua¬ 
ble kind of colonists, who cannot be bound by 
too many ties to the mother country, but who 
seem of late years to be rather discouraged, as 
well by the treatment they have experienced, 
and the traces of which the treaty of 17.95 has 
not yet effaced, as by the competition of the 
native merchants, whose eyes are daily more 
and more opened to their true interests, and 
■who have at length resolved to follow the sue- 
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cessful examples which have been too long set 
them by foreigners.* 

Besides these great French mercantile houses, 
there were at Cadiz about thirty firms, in the 
retail trade, who formed with the others a na¬ 
tional society, which was always an object of 
jealousy to the Spaniards, and often of the per¬ 
secutions of the agents of government. This so¬ 
ciety had its funds, its meetings, and privileges, 
and sometimes assembled to consider the inte¬ 
rests of its commerce under the auspices of the 
consul-general of its nation. 

Cadiz contained nearly the same number of 
French milliners, and at least one hundred 
French mechanics of different professions. 

All the French settled at Cadiz, as well as in 
other parts of Spain, felt the indignation which 
our revolution, at its very commencement, ex- 

* This same treaty, that of Basle, seems in some measure to 
have cut off that source of prosperity for the French mercantile 
houses, which, however, was an inexhaustible subject of dis¬ 
putes between the two governments j since it stipulates, in Art. 
XI. That all French merchants are at liberty to resume their 
commercial establishments in Spain, and to form new ones if 
they think fit, provided they submit, like all other individuals, to the 
Lnus and customs of the country : a clause which seems incom¬ 
patible with the continuation of the French national privileges, 
of which we were so tenacious, and which rendered a fesidence 
at Cadiz so profitable to mercantile men. Accordingly, there 
are at the present time not more than four or five.French houf 1 
•Itablishcd in that city. , • 
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cited at the court of Madrid. In the month of 
July 1791, it enjoined all foreigners, without ex¬ 
pressly mentioning the French, to take an oath 
of exclusive allegiance to the sovereign of the 
country, which amounted to the same thing as 
a renunciation of their country. The formula 
of this oath required them to abjure all the pri¬ 
vileges of foreigners, “ all relation and union 
with and dependence on the country in which 
they were born, upon pain of the galleys, ab¬ 
solute expulsion from the kingdoms of Spain, 
aud confiscation of property, according to the 
condition of the persons, and the nature of the 
offence,” Tins related to foreigners consi¬ 
dered as domiciliated in Spain. With respect 
to those known by the denomination of irans- 
euntes, they were enjoined to quit the royal re¬ 
sidences, aud forbidden to carry on any trade 
or profession in any part of the kingdom, with¬ 
out a special permission from the court. 

There nre few examples of the adoption of so 
rigid a measure by any power of Europe to¬ 
wards civilized nations. It might have been- 
Supposed, that the throne of Morocco and its 
barbaious principles were all at once transported 
to Madrid. Charles IV. is nevertheless a just 
and generous monarch; and notwithstanding 
what people have said on the subject, he is not 
inimical to the French. But Charles IV. gave 
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the sanction of his name to the measures of an 
irascible minister. 

The schedule of this oath produced warm re¬ 
monstrances from ail quarters. Most foreigners, 
and in particular the English (who were then 
favoured, or rather feared, whereas we had not 
yet begun to appear formidable) easily obtained 
exceptions, or a favourable interpretation of the 
ordinance. Government was severe only with 
the real enemies, against whom it was directed. 
Its execution, however, was attended with so 
many difficulties, that various mod ideations 
were made, even in favour of the French. Many 
were sufferers by its operation. Some shrunk 
from the fury of the storm ; but the majority 
hesitated not between their interest and their 
country, and France hailed the ret urn of a con¬ 
siderable number of these respectable refugees 
to her maternal bosom. The French who re¬ 
mained in Spain, either because they were con¬ 
sidered as trail,seuntes, or because they actu¬ 
ally belonged to that class, were subjected to a 
more rigorous superintendence than ever. The 
government suffered treaties to be violated to 
their prejudice with impunity; perhaps encou¬ 
raged these infractions, and was guilty of others 
itself. The French were abridged of most of 
their privileges. In many places, especially at 
Cadiz, their meetings were suspended ; they 
were afterwards permitted again, but omcondi- 
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tion that they should be held in the presence of the 
governor of the place. This amounted to a pro¬ 
hibition under a new form. In this precarious 
situation the French merchants lived in Spain, 
when the progress of the revolution began to 
alarm the neighbouring states. The throne 
was overturned, and the republic proclaimed. 
The horizon of Europe became more and more 
overcast, and the storm of war already began 
to burst over Spain. The Count d'Aranda, who 
was then prime minister, made some dignified, 
perhaps we ought to say haughty efforts to dis¬ 
pel it. Ilis youthful successor, without pro¬ 
fessing the same principles, manifested, from 
the very commencement of his administration, 
pacific dispositions. In a few weeks I obtained 
a proof of their sincerity. An engagement of 
mutual neutrality was drawn up and reciprocally 
agreed to. It. was on the point of being signed, 
when, in spite of the intercession of the court 
of Madrid, the blood of one who could not but 
be dear to it, was shed upon the scaffold. All 
negociation was now at an end. I departed, 
without taking leave ; but before I set off, I 
recommended those French whom I left behind 
me in Spain, if not. to the favour at least to the 
justice of the Spanish monarch, and I received 
a most satisfactory answer. 

Little could { have supposed that as soon as 
I had^ crossed the Pyrenees, my countrymen 
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•would be exposed to one of the most violent 
persecutions that national animosity ever en¬ 
gendered. It is well known that, even before 
the war broke out, they received orders to eva¬ 
cuate Spain without delay ; that they were not 
allowed time to settle their affairs ; that many 
of them were not permitted to take away 
their effects ; that all their property, moveable 
and immoveable, and warehouses, were seques¬ 
trated ; and that for sever..! weeks the ports of 
Spain were crowded, and its roads covered, with 
proscribed Frenchmen, persecuted by orders 
which a sovereign, otherwise equitable and hu¬ 
mane, was prevailed upon to issue. 

By the title of Junta de lleprc.salias, a coun¬ 
cil was appointed for the sole pm pose of taking 
cognizance of every thing relative to the se¬ 
questration of the property of the expelled 
Fienchmen, and the indemnities claimed out 
of that property by subjects of the king of Spain. 
In the ordinance by which this council was con¬ 
stituted, in order to palliate at least the sin¬ 
gularity of its object, an allusion was made to 
the practice which had beenseverai timesadoptccl 
during the past century on similar occasions, 
J3ut let us draw a veil over the temporary injus¬ 
tice of misguided anger and fanaticism. 1 will 
not say that it w as expiated by defeat, but shall 
merely observe, that the return of sincere har- 
piony ought to cause it to be forgotten. Now 
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that Spain is acquainted with her true interests, 
and her necessary friends, she will not merely 
restore to the latter the property of which they 
were despoiled. Let us hope, that without wait¬ 
ing till a treaty of commerce, so frequently de¬ 
manded, so long expected, and recently pro¬ 
mised by our last treaty of alliance, shall at 
length be concluded, the French will be treated 
in that country, not with the jealousy and ma¬ 
levolence of a rival, but w ith the respect due 
to a close ally, and that they will be again put 
into the peaceful possession of their former pri¬ 
vileges. The reader may perhaps inquire : And 
what were those privileges ? 

They are ancient and formal; they were con¬ 
firmed and extended by the famous family 
compact, which, by means of our revolution, 
we have converted into a national compact. 
They have nevertheless, (be it remarked with¬ 
out irritation, if possible,) been scandalously in¬ 
fringed in almost every circumstance. 

For the rest, the majority of them have not 
been granted exclusively to the French. They 
originated so far back as the period when the 
indolence of Spain laid her under the necessity 
of inviting foreigners to assist her with their 
capitals at*d their industry, and attaching them 
to her ports by treaties which were at that time 
reciprocally favourable, but which she finds 
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burdensome, since she has begun to awake from 
her lethargy. 

The most ancient of these treaties is that 
concluded with the Hanse towns in 1647. It 
served as a model for those which she has sub¬ 
sequently entered into with the English, the 
Dutch, and the French. They grant to the mer¬ 
chants of those respective nations, the liberty 
of establishing commercial houses in the ports 
of Spain ; of residing there under the protection 
of their consuls, in a kind of independence on 
the sovereign ; of forming a national associa¬ 
tion ; of erecting a particular tribunal for the 
decision of disputes relative to commerce, &c. 

To these privileges the family c- mpact, con¬ 
cluded at a period when the monarchs of France 
and Spain, without ever having seen each other, 
felt themselves animated by a strong recipro¬ 
cal attachment, and when, above all, political 
motives urged them to a still closer connection 
of their interests—the family compact, I say, 
added some, which were granted exclusively 
to the French. It stipulated, among other 
conditions, that the French and Spaniards should 
not only be treated by each other as the most 
favoured nations, but likewise that the sub¬ 
jects of each of the two monarchs, should in 
the territory of the other be upon the same 
footing with his own subjects, in respect to 
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he duties on importation and exportation, 
hould enjoy the same facilities to trade, 
kc. Si c. 

In practice, however, these privileges, com- 
non to most foreigners, were often infringed; 
jut even before the revolution, they were not 
more frequently violated in regard to any other 
nation than the French, because in general the 
latter have more, than any ether foreigners, of 
that kind of industry which irritates, and of that 
kind of success which excites jealousy; because 
Spain, since her attention has been turned to 
the revival of her manufactures, looks upon 
them as formidable rivals; because the French 
possess an irresistible predilection and uncom¬ 
mon aptitude for smuggling, the everlasting 
bugbear of the exchequer ; because, finally, 
governments, like individuals, often vent their 
spleen upon their best friends, while their civi¬ 
lities are reserved for indifferent powers whom 
they dread, or to whom they think it their in¬ 
terest to shew indulgence. 

Thus; while English ships, which, according to 
the terms of the treaties, ought to be searched 
on their arrival in Spanish ports, often eluded 
this formality, or escaped with a slight inspec¬ 
tion, it was rigorously enforced in our vessels; 
and it was often repeated at their expense, on 
the slightest suspicion of their having contra¬ 
band goods on board. 
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Thus, though, according to the same trea¬ 
ties, this search was only to take place in the 
presence of the consul of our nation, the ships 
were ofteu inspected before his arrival, and 
sometimes even before he had been sent for. 

Thus, though the family compact expressly 
stipulates, that with respect to the facilities of 
carrying on trade, the French shall be upon 
the same footing with the Spaniards, it has been 
almost invariably appealed to without success, 
when the captains of our merchantmen have 
attempted to sail with cargoes of wine or com 
from one port of Spain to another. Certain 
conventions posterior to this compact, intended 
to elucidate its obscure passages, have given oc¬ 
casion for new cavils. Of these the smuggling 
of piastres in particular proved a fertile source. 
From an ambiguous passage in the convention 
of 1774, it was argued, that such of our cap¬ 
tains of ships as were detected in exporting 
contraband piastres ought to be treated like 
natives convicted of the same fraud ; that is to 
say, not only the piastres should be seized, 
but the ship with the rest of her cargo 
should be confiscated, and the captain impri¬ 
soned : so that, in the rigorous application only 
of these conventions, were we assimilated with 
the Spaniards. 

The two governments were, at length, sen* 
sible of the necessity of elucidafing some of the 
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supinations relative t q our commerce ; and on 
ljhe tyfcth of December, 17$6', tl*ey entered into 
a n$\y convention, in ivliicJ* every thing rela- 
live to smuggling is clearly expressed, ami 
yfhioh, ia all oases, lmrits the eonnscation'to 
the contraband articles alone. 

As this convention reiaies only to cases of 
contraband, the search ©i'ships, and some other 
objects of inferior importance, there is still rea¬ 
son to wialifor the speedy conclusion of a treaty 
ofcfflivinaercc, which may be one of the principal 
elements of our-future prosperity. 

This treaty is so much the more necessary, 
as, during the last thirty years, the Spanish 
government, either with a view to increase the 
lcvenue, -ot to encourage the native commerce 
and industry, has made some violent attack! 
upon ours. Of these it may not be amiss te 
enumerate the principal#. ‘ ’ > 

,in. t he’first <pkce, as nearly as the roign 6f 
Philip V. our privileges word refused to.agwa’t 
mufaber of Trerichmetn, under, the pretext- tfhiat 
they were not.- mere visitors, immewrits, ^bofc 
thaktfeey were to be considered as doitviciliafetf/ 
and ftt)Usc4itently treated hs Spanish ‘l»ubj<W&J 
An.ordinance was even i&sUed in 17SCty 
scribing,<liy all sorts of restrictions the-'tjairllPyt 
t rafts# UK te», the only orte that^Spttin,’ tdeai^ 
of thp^ijpri’vfiegeB' grain ted to* foreigners? 
a*n»o4«tewninecl4(i*a«ltriit. N u vxnmi 9 ureiwwm; 
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straf trees, arbitrary and often contradictory de¬ 
cisions, and uncertainty in the existence of 
most foreigners were the results of this am¬ 
biguity. 

In 1779* in eonseejuence of the remonstran¬ 
ces of several corporations, animated with the 
laudable desire of reviving the national indus¬ 
try and banishing indolence and poverty from 
theircountry, government renewed, to the great 
injury of our manufactures at Ljons, an ob¬ 
solete ordinance issued in the reign of Philip 
IV. prohibiting the importation of all manufac¬ 
tured goods ; a vague expression to which the 
officers of the customs soon gave a most vexa¬ 
tious latitude. In 1782, upon the pretext of 
consulting the prosperity of the native manu¬ 
factures, and thpse of silk in particular, Spain 
composed a new tarif (arancel) which raised 
considerably the duties oi^ most of the luxuries 
of French manufacture, and decreed the abso¬ 
lute prohibition of a great number. This tarif 
and these prohibitions were so loosely worded, 
as to leave a prodigious range for the malevo¬ 
lent caprice of the officers of the customs. 
Hence the risks that were incurred by our ma¬ 
nufacturers who sent, and of our merchants 
resident in Spain who ordered goods, which, 
on their arrival at the Spanish custom-houses. 
Were either detained till the procrastinated de¬ 
cisions of government should be known,:or were 
sent back as comorehended in the prohibition. 
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Hence the failure of so many speculations, and 
mi tuber less remonstrances, to whose authors 
the Spanish government scarcely eVer did 
justice. 

A few comparisons between the old tarif of 
1770 and that of 1782, will be sufficient to shew 
the fehormous increase in the duties established 
by the latter. 

On ribbons, whctherplain, striped, orflowered, 
there was a duty of 240 maravedis per pound,* 
which was raised to 1530. Gauzes with gold 
flowers paid 18 maravedis per vara, and those 
with silver flowers 102 . The tarif of 1782 fixed 
the lowest duty on those articles at 153, and 
raised it on some to 612 maravedis. 

Different kinds of stuffs, bordered with span¬ 
gles, which cost at Lyons about 30 livres tour- 
nois per vara, were subjected by the same tarif 
to a duty of y 6 reals, or 24 livres. W as not this 
tantamount to a prohibition, or rather an en¬ 
couragement to the fraudulent importation of 
these, articles r 

I could mention twenty such like examples 
of malevolence, or fiscal rapacity. 

Spain, however, did not even stop here. 
She seemed to have rather conspired to crush 
our manufactures, than to have afforded encou¬ 
ragement to her own. In consequence of. a 
particular arrangement concluded in 1698 with 

* Thirty-fcjut maravedis, make a real which is equal to about 
Sid. English,., 
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Eminente, who then farmed the customs at 
Cadiz, we paid but a moderate duty-for our lin¬ 
ens of Bretagne, which enabled them to maintain 
a competition with those of Silesia, inferior in 
quality, but likewise cheaper than ours, And of 
course more tempting to the consumer. *>Thb 
result was, that some of our linens pairf^oniy 
five parts and a quarter of their-value}*'idrile 
the Silesian linens of the same quality paid ffom 
ten to twelve. We continued in the unmolested 
enjoyment of this indulgen ce, precarious enough 
it is true, since we had neglected' to Convert 
it into a right, by requiring its insertion' in our 
different treaties wit v Spain, It could not 
have been supposed that, at the conclusion of a 
War, which was carried on in conjunction with 
her, and which ouglrt to have attached us more 
Closely to each other, she would hat e deprived 
us, as she did in 1783, bf a favour which en¬ 
couraged one of the principal branches of our 
industry, and hatfe put bur linens on a level 
with those of all other foreign countries. Against 
this innovation, several remonstrances were made 
at different tubes, but always without effect. 

In other respects, the taeif of 1782 has so 
raised the duties on all foreign merchandise, 
and >so many fresh Ones have been imposed, that 
some of these articles pay 80 and even 90 per 
cent, of their value before they read! the 
interior of Spain, , and none l^$s than 30. 
Since the peace of Basle, some modifications 
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have been made in this excessive increase of 
the duties ,* but much yet remains to be done* 
The tarif of J7$2,-especially with the addition^ 
made to it in 1802 is incompatible with the 
easy circulation of the productions of Frepch 
industry, upon which the regulations posterior 
to, thistarif bear paiticularJy bard. 

* tit wa* forbidden, in the €rst place, to ship for 
America any woollen cloths! of foreign manufac*. 
ture, as if those made in Spain had been adequate 
to the demand. The inconvenience of^tbia 
prohibition was soon felt. It was altered in 
such a manner that each cargo of cloth expor¬ 
ted to America might containoue third of fo¬ 
reign manufacture. This regulation was still 
insufficient; nt was often eluded, from interest 
or necessity, and consequently proved a fertile 
source o£ fraud and .chicanery* 

In 17&9 Spain likewise excluded all foreign 
stockings and ribbons .-without exception from 
the trade-with the Indies, t The same year of 
too tardy reflection produced an exception in 
favour of th read stockings, pmvideditheyconsti/f 
tuted no more than half ibf< the cargoes of that 
kdticle shipped for-India;*-a restriction which 
rendered the extteptioh nedrlynmtgatory. ' 
The manufactures Of* foreign'hats have Ifko-t 
wise suffered considerably of late I years 1 from 
the prohibitory system of Spain.i She has ah* 
solutdly forbidden the sale of thenvart Mddrid, 
and excluded all ekeeptbeaver hats from *tbe 
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imported into the rest of the monarchy-are sub¬ 
jected to exorbitant duties, beaver hats being 
charged 21 reals, and all others 14. Finally, silk* 
Stockings have been one of the principal ob¬ 
jects of these prohibitions. All white oner have 
been excluded from the colonies, and even from 
the mother country; but it is well knowntbafthe 
manufacturers of Catalonia find it j tot their in¬ 
terest to facilitate the importation of French 
stockings into Spain, by affixing to them the 
marks of their manufacture. 

For a considerable time the manufactures 
of Languedoc, and those of Nhlies in particular, 
weic permitted to furnish stockings for the la¬ 
dies of Peru. They had frames made expressly 
for this purpose, in which they manufactured 
stockings with'large, coloured clocks.; but the 
Spaniards took if into their heads thatnthey 
could supply §he Peruvian females with arti¬ 
cles adapted to their taste. They set up frames 
for Shaking', this kind oof stockings j, they 
firsthftattered themselves that .they could rival, 
aud'soon afterwards entirely supplant, t he French 
manufacturers ; and the government all at once 
decreed the exclusion of the stockings of the 
latter from the market <?f Peru. > The manufac¬ 
turers of Nirpes of course found themselves 
overstocked with a commodity which bad no 
sate,but in Peru, and prodigious quantities 
whichi they had forwarded toCadiz were re¬ 
turned Upon their hands,. In vain they in 179$ 
ideated to the ^rinci ales of eood faith, and 



stated the prodigious loss with which they were 
threatened. Their remonstrances shared the 
ill-will with which the French began to be trea¬ 
ted ; and when the rupture broke out, between 
two and three hundred thousand dozen of these 
stockings were sequestrated in the magazines 
of the custom-house of Cadiz. 

It is worthy of the equity of the Spanish go¬ 
vernment, it is consonant with the good under¬ 
standing which has been more firmlv established 
than ever between the two nations, to abstain 
in future from prohibitory regulations,, which, 
taking at unawares those included in their ope¬ 
ration, are liable to involve them in ruin. Go¬ 
vernments possess the undoubted right of adopt¬ 
ing such measures as they think proper, in or¬ 
der to encourage their commerce and manu¬ 
factures ; but if they are wise they will refrain 
from these surprizes, which bear the stamp of 
perfidy, and which infallibly tend to alienate 
the confidence of commercial nations, and to 
encourage and even excuse smuggling. 

Smuggling, a word which is alone sufficient 
to make the Spanish government shudder, has 
not a more brilliant theatre than the port of 
Cadiz. It cannot fail to be naturalized wherever 
prohibitions are numerous, and the temptations 
to infringe them frequent and highly alluring; 
wherever the profits which it affords are consi¬ 
derable enough to be shared with those, who, 
being but indifferently paid to prevent, find it 
much more to their interest to connive at tfyese 
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proceedings. Accordingly the contraband trade 
Iras not upon the whole any more active or 

faithful agents than the lower class ot custom* 

° # 

house officers. The customs at Cadi? arc un¬ 
der the superintendence of a director, who is 
in general extremely rigid, 'flic same cannot 
alwaysbe said of the eight inspectors, or vistas, 
who are subordinate to him, and whose duty it 
is to examine the goods exported or imported, 
to value them and charge them according to 
this estimate. It is unnecessary to observe how- 
arbitrary all these operations are, and how many 
resources fraud discovers, especially when 
the persons appointed to prevent it become its 
accomplices. All Europe might learn a useful 
lesson on this subject at Cadiz. The severity of 
the director is of no avail in opposition to the 
artifices of so many agents conspired against 
him. In 1785, this place was held by Don Fran¬ 
cisco Vallejo, a man equally distinguished for 
rigour and integrity. The abuses which he com¬ 
plained of, but did not repress, occasioned the 
appointment of a committee of inquiry. The 
rapacity and dishonesty of tne officers of the 
customs were punished, ami that department of 
the revenue was regenerated. Every branch 
of it was to he reformed, and the contraband 
trade was to he utterly annihilated by the energy 
-and vigilance of authority. These brilliant 
expectations have been disappointed. Valiejo 
was soon afterwards superseded by Don Jprge 
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Francisco Estdda, who was piore rigid, if possi¬ 
ble, than his predecessor. I3ut smuggling is a 
plant which strikes dee§ root in the soil m 
which it is once naturalized ; in vain you may 
cut down its stem to a level with the ground ; it 
soon sends forth fresh shoots. Those engaged 
in this traffic conceal themselves in the mo¬ 
ment of danger. No sooner is it over than in¬ 
terest resumes its old habits and cupidity its 
former boldness. Such, in spite of the severity 
of Estada, was the state of the contraband trade 
in 1793. 

It since that time it has somewhat diminished, 
the reason is, because the opportunities for car¬ 
rying it on have been less frequent. The long 
continuance of one of our squadrons at Cadiz, 
could not fail to encourage its efforts, but it 
never prospers except when commerce flou¬ 
rishes. The commerce of Cadiz suffered se¬ 
verely from the war in which Spain engaged : 
it has sustained still greater injury from the 
two successive wars in which she has been in¬ 
volved with England: but Jet the return of 
peace give new life to commerce, and we shall 
doubtless see the contraband trade appear again 
in its train, in spite of the vigilance and se¬ 
verity of the present director of the customs, 
Don Pedro Mendmuetta. ' 

Cadiz is incontestably the most opulent Wild 
one of the finest cities in Spain. Though it is 
not large, and its situation prevents its further 
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extension, it coutujned in 1799 a population of 
75,000 souls. It was diminished by the de¬ 
structive contagion which raged in the follow¬ 
ing year. The disease attacked almost all the 
inhabitants of this ill-fated city. It was ob¬ 
served that most of those who were born in the 
West India islaudsorin Spanish America escaped 
its influence ; that it was not quite so dangerous 
to the old inhabitants as to those who had re¬ 
cently settled at Cadiz ; and that the majority of 
foreignersfell victims to its fury. It was likewise 
remarked that it raged with much greater viru¬ 
lence arnongmen than amongpersonsof thcother 
sex. This difference was likewise observed in 
180$. It was asserted to have been in the propor¬ 
tion of 4S to one; and the extreme inequality 
of the two sexes, which was perceived ir. the 
churches, in the public walks, and assemblies, 
seemed to confirm the accuracy of tins calcula¬ 
tion. It was between the 12th of August and the 
31st of October that the contagion commit ted the 
greatest ravages at Cadiz. During this interval, 
it attacked 47,350 persons, and carried off 7,195 
of that number, exclusive of the troops, who had 
recently arrived for the defence of the coast, and 
who alone lost 3,000 men. 

Winter seemed not to check this calamity, as 
had been hoped. Cadiz and the other cities of 
Andalusia wei-e not wholly free from it tilt the 
end of April 1801. Every measure tending to 
prevent the spreading of the contagion was vc- 
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sorted to. Every apartment -uid eve y place 
to which it had penetrated, #as whitewashed and 
fumigated. Care was taken to burn the clothes 
and the goods of the infected, and to inter the 
dead at a considerable distance from the city, 
and in graves of sufficient depth. 

The unfortunate inhabitants of Cadiz might 
have mournfully applied to themselves these 
energetic lines in which Roucher describes the 
ravages of the plague at Marseilles : 

— chaque instant voyait hor* des mil rail lei 
S’avancer tout rempli lc char de funeraiJlei 
Null© voix ne suivoit cc mobile tombeau. 

Sans parens, sans amis, sans pretre, sans flambeau. 
Solitaire il marchait a ces monceanx livides : 

Une fosse profonde ouvrait ses flancs avides, 

Et dans son large sein, les cadavres verses 
Y tombaient en roulant J'un sur l’autre entasseS. 

When the contagion was at its height, in Sep¬ 
tember and October, 1800, from 140 to 170 per¬ 
sons died every clay at Cadiz. During thisdread- 
ful calamity, M. de Moria, the governor of the 
city,displayedthegreatest zeal and activity, and 
manifested repeated proofs of the most coura¬ 
geous devotion to the public welfare. He neg¬ 
lected no means to procure proper attendance 
for the sick, and to check the progress of the 
infection, which was, at the same time, making 
terrible ravages in the adjacent places, at Port 
St. Mary, tbe lsla deLeon, and Rota. The gates 
of Cadiz were kept closely shut. They were not 
opened even for such of the inhabitants as had 
fled on the first alarm from the city, and were 
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desirous of returning. The contagion ex¬ 
tended to Chiclana, Puerto Real, and St. Lucar. 
It even spread to Xcrez, Seville, and by degrees 
over the whole province of Andalusia. A cordon 
was placed along the foot of the Sierra Morena, 
and was not withdrawn till the spring of 1801, 
after it had been ascertained that every part of 
the country was free from the infection. 

Aboutthcend oi'September, 1801, a new alarm 
wasexcifed. AtMedinaSidonia, and in its neigh¬ 
bourhood, several putrid fevers appeared, but it 
was soon discovered that they were not of an 
epidemical nature. No contagious symptoms 
were again observed till towards the end of the 
sum^|r of 1804, when the yellow fever, called 
vojnito negro, broke out at Malaga in the most 
terrific manner. It extended its ravages along 
the coasts of the Mediterranean, to Carthagena, 
Alicante, and even to the vicinity of Barcelona. 
It proved particularly fatal at Gibraltar, where, 
in the month of October, 120 persons daily died. 
Cadiz could notentirclyescapethisnev/scourge, 
but it was much less destructive, and also of 
shorter duration, than the former. The greatest 
mortality amounted for a few days only to 70 
or 72. 

These two calamitiesfollowing so closely upon 
each other, together with the considerable emi¬ 
gration which they occasioned, at first seemed 
to have produced a great diminution in the po¬ 
pulation of Cadiz. It appeared to be reduced to 
fifty thousand souls ; but the cessation of the 
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alarm, the return of the emigrants, and other 
causes, have rapidly raised it to nearly the same 
point at which it stood in 1799; and so early as 
the end of ISO-1, it was estimated at the lowest, 
at 70,000 souls. 

It would have been impossible for such a large 
number of people to find habitations in a space 
so circumscribed by nature, had not the great¬ 
est economy in respect to ground been observed. 
Accordingly, all the streets of Cadiz, except a few, 
such as the calle ancha, are narrow, and the height 
of the houses makes them in general dark ; hut 
the city is kept remarkably clean, extremely 
well paved and lighted, and adorned with band- 
some ramparts, which serve fora publitwalk. 
The proximity of the sea renders the heat much 
more supportable tharj it it is at Madrid. 

The emporium of the weal ill of two worlds, Ca¬ 
diz possesses almost every thing in abundance. 
With the exception of water, you there meet 
with all the necessaries aiul conveniences of life; 
and in the near view of verdant meads and fer¬ 
tile corn-fields, you find all its charms. Those, 
however, which result from intellectual cultiva¬ 
tion would be sought in vain. Pleasure, in the 
strictest sense of, the word, absorbs ail the. 
physical faculties, and commercial calculation* 
ail the powers of the mind. The one is accoun-; 
ted for-and excused by the climate ; the other 
is fh§result of 4 concurrence of circumstance^ 
to which Cadiz principally owes its prosperity 
and importance. 
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CHAP. V III. 

Industry of Cadiz and its Environs — Linens—Salt 
a 'arks—Bay of Cadiz—B oad from Cadiz to 
■ Chiclana—Cliidana and AIgesirets — Observa¬ 
tions on the Agriculture of Spain. 

Though commercial speculations, either law¬ 
ful or illicit, almost e.cclusivelyabsorb the whole 
capitals and attention of the inhabitants of Ca¬ 
diz and its environs, manufactures, however, 
are nl totally neglected. There are at Cadiz 
about twenty looms for silk ribbons and net¬ 
ting, which do very little, and yet have a great 
demand for their reputed productions. It is 
certain that the principal employment of these 
manufacturers is to put their mark upon articles 
imported from other countries. It is in this 
•way that the stockings of Nimes are shipped as 
Spanish, for the Indies. 

At'Port St. Mary, at the'Island of Leon, and 
at XereZj there are linen; manufactures, which 
for some years have been ina flourishing state. 
No linens but these, and those of Catalonia can 
legally be shipped for t?he Indies; but to judge 
how this law is evaded^ it will be sufficient to 
compare the quantity of goods exported to 
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America, with what these manufactures are ca* 
pable of furnishing. 

There is at Port St. Mary an establishment 
for bleaching wax, through which all the fo¬ 
reign wax sent to America ought, to pass. This, 
however, is almost always evaded by the gra¬ 
tuitous payment of two ducats, the sum re¬ 
quired for each quintal of wax bleached there. 

Some years since, the Spaniards at the Ha- 
vannah had the prospect of being able to furnish 
wax sufficient for the consumption of the colo¬ 
nies. On the cession of Florida to the English, 
in 1763, some Spanish colonists retired to the 
Island of Cuba, taking with them a number of 
bee-hives. The bees had increased prodigi¬ 
ously in this new country, to which they had 
come in quest of an asylum from the conque¬ 
rors, as people driven by persecution from 
their native soil carry with them its treasures 
and its industry. But they found new perse¬ 
cutors at the Havannah. Alarmed at the mis¬ 
chief which they did to the sugar plantations, 
the colonists kindled fires to keep them away. 
This expedient succeeded so well, that the 
island of Cuba, forsaken by the bees, produced 
no more honey, and was again obliged to have 
recourse for its supply of wax to Barbary, Po¬ 
land/ and Hanover. 

It will probably be asked, if the commerce of 
Cadiz has sensibly diminished, as the jealousy 
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of its inhabitants predicted in 17BO. To this 
we must reply in the negative: their predic¬ 
tions have not been accomplished, neither indeed 
was it likely that they should be. Cadiz is so 
advantageously situated, so opulent, in such 
complete possession of the direct.trade with 
Spanish America, that it has no occasion for a 
long time to fear the competition of any of the 
other ports. Those however of Catalonia and 
Valencia, derived, especially in 1789, a great 
advantage from their situation. The govern¬ 
ment had recently directed that at least one 
third of the cargo of every vessel bound to 

America should consist of national commodi- 
% 

ties. The above-mentioned ports, having an 
opportunity of exporting wine, brandy, silks, 
and printed cottons, seemed for some time to 
obtain a superiority over Cadiz in this respect. 
But as the manufacturers of Catalonia and Va¬ 
lencia could not continue to furnish such large 
supplies, or give such long credit, the mer¬ 
chants of Cadiz, whose abilities are equal to 
these efforts, have regained their former ad¬ 
vantages. 

One of the most extensive and the least ha¬ 
zardous of their speculations, is the exportation 
of foreign linens to America. They consist al¬ 
most exclusively of those of Bretagne, Silesia, 
and Ireland. In 1787 and 1788, it was ob¬ 
served, that the demand for those of Bretagne 



1Q2 MODERN STATE 

had rather increased than diminished, but not 
so much as that for the Silesian linens. The 
sale of Irish linens, which hold a middle place 
between the two others, has been of late years 
warmly encouraged by the English govern¬ 
ment. Those of France kept their ground 
only by their excellent quality ; but we are in¬ 
formed that they had latterly met with very 
formidable rivals in the Silesian linens, in 
the manufacture of which great improve¬ 
ments have been made* as likewise in those of 
Westphalia. 

The tables of the foreign commodities ex¬ 
ported from Cadiz in the years 17.92 and 17.9 3, 
will afford an idea of the importance of the 
linen trade to that city. 

Out of a total of one hundred and sixty-four 
millions of reals, the article of foreign silks 
amounts to eight or nine millions, that of wool¬ 
lens to twenty-two or twenty-three, And the 
value of the linens alone exceeds one hundred 
millions. 

The total amount of national commodities 
was not then on an equality with that of the fo¬ 
reign productions, but wasgraduallyapproaching 
towards it. In 1790, it scarcely exceeded one 
hundred ant * tw0 millions of reals. In 1791 
and 1792, it was between one hundred and fif¬ 
teen, and one hundred and twenty ; and out of 
this total, the value of the silks was upwards of 
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sixty millions, of woollen stvtTs near sixteen 
millions, and that of the goods manufactured 
from hemp and flax between seventeen and 
eighteen millions. In 1792, an idea began to 
be entertained that Spain was capable of sup¬ 
plying her colonies with all the fine cloths they 
wanted of the first and second quality, but not 
with the inferior stuffs. At the same period 
she was importing foreign silks to the value of 
between twenty-four and twenty-six millions of 
reals. 

In order to afford, as briefly as possible, an 
idea of the prodigious extent of the commerce 
of Cadiz, it will be sufficient to'observe, that 
in 1792; its exports to the Indies amounted to 
two hundred and seventy-six millions, and its 
imports exceeded seven hundred millions of 
reals. 

The capitals and credit which are necessary 
for such extensive concerns, must alone ensure 
-to Cadiz, for a considerable time, the enjoy¬ 
ment of its mei'cantile prosperity. A proof 
-that'it has not lately fallen off is, that in 1802 
this city contained upwards of three hundred 
'Wholesale mercantile houses, among which there 
•were much fewer foreign ones than formerly. 

The manufacture of salt is one of the most 

•. i 

productive branches of industry in the environs 
«®f Cadiz. The salt pits border all that part of 
the-bay . between the Puntal and Port St 1 , 
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Mary. The manner of making salt in them is 
as follows. 

By means of a little sluice the sea water is 
first introduce',! into a capacious bason, crossed 
by large canals of equal depth. Here it re¬ 
mains a certain time, during which the lightest 
parts are evaporated by the heat of the sun. 
From this first reservoir it is drawn, off into 
other canals, not quite so deep, where it under¬ 
goes the same process. By this time it has be¬ 
come so sharp, that the workmen cannot stand in 
it with their bare feet, without burning them as 
if they had been dipped into aquafortis. In this 
Hate it is conducted into a long narrow canal, 
which runs by the side of a square space, divi¬ 
ded into quadrangular compartments or ba-' 
sons. From this canal, where it is exposed a third 
time to the action of the sun, it is thrown into 
small basons. Here it is heated for the last 
time; and the workmen keep constantly stir¬ 
ring it with long rakes. The sediment which 
it deposits, becomes as hard as stone, if it 
be suffered to acquire consistence; and it is 
in the operations of breaking, taking out, and 
pounding it, that the workmen are continually 
engaged. This incessant agitation produces 
on the surface a white scum, which is carefully 
taken off, and yields a white salt, but much 
weaker than what is formed at the bottom.- All 
the rest is thrown into large heaps in the open 
air. From these the king takes the quantity 
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necessary for his salt magazines, at the rate of 
two piastres per last of two hogsheads; but he 
sells it ag'ain at one hundred and twenty pias¬ 
tres, to all persons except fishermen, who ob¬ 
tain it cheaper. The salt manufacturers sell 
what they have left as they please, and dispose 
of it as speedily as possible, for fear of the au¬ 
tumnal rains. 

This salt is exported by the Swedes, the 
Danes, the Dutch, the English, and particularly* 
by the Portuguese. The latter carry the 
greatest part of their cargoes to the coasts of 
Galicia and the Asturias, which they have 
long been in the habit of supplying exclusively 
with their own salt. The fishermen of St. 
Malo, Dieppe, and Graudvilie, sometimes go to 
the bay of Cadiz to load with salt for New¬ 
foundland ; and when the salt pits of France 
fail, the French take off large quantities from 
the same place for their home consumption. 

Every individual that pleases is at liberty to 
form one of these artificial salt pits on his own 
ground, lie may dispose of the produce to fo¬ 
reigners, but not to natives of the country ; salt 
being in Spain sold exclusively for the king’s ac¬ 
count. Guards are stationed round the heaps, 
but they are not always able to secure them 
from thieves and smugglers. 

Cadiz, like most large commercial cities, con- 
ains few monuments of the arts. Of late 
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years, however, some handsome edifices have 
been erected, but the greater number of them 
belong to foreigners. The old Italian opera- 
house has been converted into a place of re¬ 
sort for the lovers of news and of fashionable 
amusements. It is called the Caniorn/; its 
apartments are spacious, but perhaps over¬ 
loaded with ornaments. The custom-house is a 
new building of a very good appearance. 1 he 
national theatre is planned with lasic. The 
new cathedral, begun in 1 7d2, had cost in 17(f) 
upwards of four millions and a half of reals, and 
will cost two millions of piastres before it is 
finished. Notwithstanding this heavy expense, 
and the magnificence, of its decorations, the 
inelegance of the plan on which it was begun, 
■will for ever prevent its being considered a 
master-piece. 

Another sacred edifice, the defects of uhich 
are still more striking, is the chuich of San 
Antonio, designed lor an ornament to the beau¬ 
tiful square of the same name, but which it only 
serves to disfigure. 

I 11 the church of the C apuchins, the traveller 
will find an Ecce homo , by Murillo, and several 
other master-pieces of his school. 

A foreigner, on his arrival at Cadiz, never fails 
to inquire for the Exchange of such a cele¬ 
brated commercial city; and. with astonishment 
he learns that it has none. It might be sup- 
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posed that its inhabitants look upon the god 
of commerce in the light of one of those deities, 
whose majesty the ancient Germans thought it 
impious to pretend to circumscribe within walls 
of stone, and who could not he duly worship¬ 
ped except under the canopy of heaven. At 
the same time the almost invariable serenity of 
the climate suiliciently accounts for a ciscum- 
stance apparently strange. 

'the walls which surround Cadiz contribute, 
more to its embellishment than to its defence. 
The fortifications towards the land gate are in 
o-ood condition. Tin* entrance to the great 

C* O 

bay would he very imperfectly defended by 
Fort St. Catharine on one side, and Fort St. Se¬ 
bastian on the other. The lines of lire of these 
forts do not cross each other. One is situated 
on the continent opposite to Cadiz ; the other is 
connected with the city by a very rugged beach, 
which is covered at high water. Upon iti 
tower is placed the light that directs vessels 
entering the po; t. 

The passage from the great hay into that of 
the Puntales is much hotter defended by the 
two forts of Matagordo and San Lorenzo, placed 
opposite each other, at the narrowest part of 
the bay. (PI.' XVI.) 

It is the strait protected by these two forts 
that you cross to g-o to Chiclana, a place of re¬ 
creation for the inhabitants of Cadiz. The skua- 
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tion of their city, almost entirely surrounded 
by the sea, deprives them of the pleasures of ri¬ 
ding and walking. Half a league from the 
laud gate, sterility again commences and pre¬ 
vails throughout a tract of several leagues, with 
the exception of a few kitchen gardens and or¬ 
chards, contiguous to the Island of Leon, where 
the soil has been improved by irrigation. 

To make themselves amends for this priva¬ 
tion of verdure, the citizens of Cadiz repair 
in summer to Chiclana. With a favourable 
wind and tide, you may go thither from Cadiz 
in two hours. Leaving the Island of Leon to 
the right, and La Carraca to the left, you pass 
under the bridge of Sua^o, which joins the 
whole island, on the north west part of which 
Cadiz is situated, to the continent. At this 
bridge the bay grows so narrow, that beyond 
this point, it is nothing but a broad canal, which 
soon afterwards separates into several branches. 
One of these conducts to Chiclana, a handsome 
village, built on the right bank of this canal, 
and commanded by several eminences, and by 
the ruins of an ancient Moorish castle. 

Here many of the merchants of Cadiz have 
country houses. They have embellished and 
surrounded them with that verdure, of which, 
they are deprived in the city where they re¬ 
side. In the two seasons of spring and au¬ 
tumn, Chiclana is particularly full of company. 
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The ladies of Cadiz, who, with all the fascina¬ 
tions of Andalusian females, combine that ele¬ 
gance of manners which is acquired by asso¬ 
ciating with foreigners, the amiable. Gaditanas, 
bring thither for a few weeks all the pleasures 
of the city; splendid entertainments, balls, 
concerts, all the display of opulence, all the 
efforts of the toilette. It may be looked upon 
as a theatre opened by luxury and taste, to 
which the deepest speculators repair to smooth 
their brows, furrowed by calculations; and to 
be reminded, from time to time, that there are 
tilings still more precious than gold. 

from the eminences which command the 
valley of Chiclana, the eye embraces at one 
view the island of Leon, Cadiz, the bay, all the 
places by which it is surrounded, and the sea 
beyond it. You follow the course of the ri\er 
Santi Petri to its mouth. Turning to the east, 
you perceive Medina Sidonia, whence comes 
the sulano, likewise denominated the wind of 
Medina, so dreaded by the inhabitants of 
Cadiz, because it seems to bring with it crimes 
and disorders into that city. From the same 
point of view you likewise survey the vast 
plains of the southern part of Andalusia, which 
we arc about to traverse on our way to Alge- 
ziras and thence to Gibraltar. 

The distance from Chiclana to Algeziras is 
fourteen leagues. I performed the journey on 
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the same horse, in one long summer’s day, and 
found the country more thinly inhabited than 
perhaps any region which is not entirely un¬ 
cultivated. I went,it is true, across the plains, 
avoiding circuitous roads which would have 
led through some villages. But the reader will 
scarcely believe me when I assure him, that 
with the exception of \Tjer, which I perceived 
on my right, and Medina Sidonia on my left, 
the only habitations I met with in this whole 
journey were four or five groups of the mise¬ 
rable huts called cortijos, in which labouring 
people reside during part of the year. 

For ten leagues out of these fourteen, the 
road leads through the domains of the duke 
of Medina Sidonia, consisting entirely of corn¬ 
fields and pasturage. In no part of them is 
there the least vestige of a human habitation ; 
not an orchard, a kitchen garden, a ditch, or 
a stile. The great proprietor seems to reign 
there like the lion in the forest, by driving 
away all who would otherwise approach him. 
Instead of human inhabitants, I met with seven 
or eight numerous colonies of horned cattle 
and some troops of mares.- On seeing them 
unshackled by yoke or bridle, roving at plea¬ 
sure over a space unbounded, as far as the eye 
can reach, by enclosure or barrier, the tra¬ 
veller is disposed to fancy himself in the first 
ages of the world, when the animals in a state 
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of independence, divided with man the empire 
of the earth, found every where their own 
property, and were not themselves the pro¬ 
perty of any person. 

Andalusia is thus deserted in almost all the 
districts devoted exclusively to the cultiva¬ 
tion of corn and pasturage. It lias been di¬ 
vided into immense possessions ever since the 
period of its conquest from the Moors. The 
principal Castilian noblemen who accompanied 
the victorious monarchs, obtained grants of 
prodigious tracts in perpetuity, according to 
the fatal custom introduced throughout almost 
the whole monarchy. The extinction of the 
males in many families is continually aggra¬ 
vating this inconvenience. Rich heiresses 
transfer their ample portions into families not 
less opulent; so that in time, the greatest part 
of the landed property in Spain, may devolve 
to the few families that shall survive the others. 
As a single individual cannot manage such 
vast estates, they are let to difr'ereat persons, 
hut for the short space of three or at most of 
live years. Another circumstance concurs 
with these pernicious customs to prevent the 
improvement of agriculture in Andalusia. The 
land is divided into three portions; one is cul¬ 
tivated, another remains fallow, and the third, 
which is set apart to feed the cattle of the 
farmer, is augmented by him as much as pos- 
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siblc, that he may reap all the advantage he 
can from his short lease. This it is that gives 
an appearance of* depopulation to extensive 
districts, susceptible of the highest cultivation. 
The first improvement to be made in the agri¬ 
culture of Andalusia would therefore be, to 
grant longer leases. The example of Cata- 
Ionia, Galicia, and the Asturias, should serve as 
a lesson. There leases are granted for a long 
term of years, and cannot be broken by the 
caprice of the proprietors; there too every 
branch of agriculture is in a nourishing state. 
Each farmer creates for himself a little esta¬ 
blishment ; he takes pains to fertilize and em¬ 
bellish the land, which he is sure of holding for 
a considerable time. What a contrast between 
this picture and the appearance of the country 
for the ten leagues alter leaving Chicluna ! 

At the end of these ten leagues you begin to 
climb the steep ascent of the enormous chain 
of mountains, which terminates at the west 
coast of the bay of Gibraltar. From their 
summit you perceive the famous promontory 
rising from the bosom of the waves, like the 
genius of the cape of storms described by 
Camocns (PI. XVIT.) The eye commands the 
the fortress, the outlines of which when the 
weather is serene may be clearly distinguished 
in the horizon. It embraces in the same view 
■the town of Algeziras, the whole circum- 
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fercncc of the bay, two small rivers which fall 
into it, the town of St. llocli, the descent 
leading from it to the lines of the same name, 
and tlie flat and narrow neck of land which 
separates them from Gibraltar; and in the 
distance to the right, if you cannot distinctly 
discern, you may at least imagine the inden¬ 
tations of the African coast. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Aigeziras—Lines and Camp of St. Roch — Parti¬ 
culars relative to the Floating Bill terns —Ap¬ 
pearance of Gibraltar. 

Algeziras, at the end of the fourteen leagues 
which separate Chiciana from the bay of Gib¬ 
raltar, is a town agreeably situated on an easy 
slope close by the sea side. A very small river, 
La Mid, which rises in the neighbouring moun¬ 
tains, washes it on one side, and gently falls 
into the bay. On its right bank is a little dock¬ 
yard, Avhcre some of the gun-boats employed 
in the siege of Gibraltar were built. At the 
time of the freshes, it has water enough to 
float these small vessels to the sea, which is 
but a few paees (fistant. Close to it arc the 
ruins of the ancient citadel of Aigeziras, where 
the Moors defended themselves for some time 
after their town was taken. Aigeziras, as well 
as St. Roch, is peopled with the descendants 
of the Spanish inhabitants of Gibraltar, who 
would not live under the dominion of the Eng- 
lish. In order to entice refugees from that 
place, the government conferred on the town 
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of Algeziras the privileges which it still en- 
joys. 

Facing Algeziras, and very near the shore, is 
situated the very small island of Palomas, also 
called the Green Island. It has a fort in which 
a detachment from the garrison of Algeziras 
does duty. It is so regular, and so diminutive, 
that you would suppose it had been built for 
an ornament to an English garden. 

Algeziras is watered in a splendid manner. 
Water is conveyed thither, from the distance 
of a quarter of a league, by an aqueduct of 
hewn stone. 

A packet-boat sails twice a week from this 
town for Ceuta, a Spanish sea-port, at the dis¬ 
tance of five leagues, on the coast of Africa, 
opposite to Algeziras: this voyage is often per¬ 
formed in three or four hours, but sometimes 
takes nine or ten. The passage costs only four 
reals each person ; no great sum to he carried 
from one quarter of the world to another. 

The commercial speculations in which the 
little port of Algeziras is engaged, are of a 
very limited extent. It receives a. lew cargoes 
of corn and brandy by Catalonian vessels, and 
its exports chiefly consist of charcoal from the 
neighbouring mountains. 

For a great part of the two leagues between 
Algeziras and St. Koch, the road leads along 
the side of the bay. You are ferried aefoss 
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two small rivers which fall into it, el Rio de 
los Pulmones and the Guarai’pe, which might 
be taken for an arm of the sea. After passing* 
the latter, you leave the bay and ascend the 
back of the hill, on which stands St. lloch, an 
ill-paved town of miserable appearance, but 
the environs of which are agreeable and highly 
cultivated. 

Two years after the peace it was no easy 
matter to pass the lines of S’. Koch. "An ex¬ 
press order, originating in die puerile vexation 
of the minister Florida iManca, had been issued 
to prevent all communication between Gibral¬ 
tar and the Spanisn continent. I, however, 
obtained permission of the commandant of the 
lines to approach Gibraltar. I set off on horse¬ 
back with an aid-vnajor of the place. Leaving- 
on our left to Buena Vista, a large house on 
an eminence, where general Crillon and his 
staff resided, and which commands a view of 
Gibraltar,* the two seas and the coasts of 
Africa. We arrived on the spot occupied by 

* The Moon, on their arrival m Spain, gave to the ancient 
Mount Calpe, one of the pillars of Hercules, the name of Ghib- 
laltath, which has been transformed into Gibraltar, which in 
their language signifies the mountain of the entrance. By 
this appellation they distinguished Mount Calpe, because they 
looked upon it as the key of the straits by which the ocean 
communicates with the Mediterranean. It actually proved the 
key which opened to them the door of Spain. 
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the celebrated camp of St. Roch. - Destroyed 
by peace, as many other human establishments 
are by war, it exhibited, after an interval of 
two years, nothing but a heap of ruins. 

Wc crossed it diagonally, to go straight to 
the Mcditerancau, and to follow the coast to 
Fort St. Eavbo, which forms the right of the 
lines. On shewing the order with which we 
were furnished, the great gate leading from 
the lines to Vu.. foi tress was opened, and a 
petty c fleer w as sent wLL to watch, rather 
than direct our motions. 

Wc discovered the t iarcs of the works of the 
besiegers, the trenches and epaukments of Ge¬ 
neral Alvarcx. which made so much noise in 
the newspapers of Madrid; the large stone 
tower, called the Tower of the Mill, which, 
placed between the besieged and the besiegers, 
was the only object that had escaped their com¬ 
bined ravages; and the site of the little gardens 
which the English had been permitted to.make 
before their fortress, beyond the limits within, 
which they were confined by the peace of 
Utrecht. 

After proceeding for some time along the 
shores of the bay, wc crossed over to the side 
of the Mediterranean, that we might survey 
nearer and in different points of view, that 
rock, which, for five years, had been the object 
of so many speculations; but with so rigid a 
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conductor as ours, we durst not advance be¬ 
yond a very small tower, close to the water, 
near which the first English picquet is stationed. 
On this side, the rock is covered with batteries; 
the line of fire of most of them is nearly per¬ 
pendicular. Here we were shewn the mouth 
of a mine, which the duke de Criilon bad 
formed within the rock, and by which he in¬ 
tended to revenge the destruction of the float¬ 
ing batteries, when peace obliged him .(to de¬ 
sist, and placed the fortress in a state of se¬ 
curity. 

This was not the only point, which M. de 
Criilon had secretly prepared to attack. On 
the Mediterranean side, the rock, though per¬ 
pendicular, does not continue so to the surface 
of the earth. Between the foot of the moun¬ 
tain and the sea, there is a kind of path which 
leads to point Europa. At the beginning of 
this path, the French general had made a se¬ 
cond hollow in the rock. 

Notwithstanding the sarcasms occasioned by 
these two secret attempts against Gibraltar, I 
have been assured, by persons who were present, 
that when General Elliot, after the cessation 
of hostilities, walked with M. de Criilon about 
this place, he appeared surprised at the pro¬ 
gress made in the first of these mines, and ob¬ 
served, that if he had known this circumstance, 
he should not have been so easy, Whether the 
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Ih'itish hero was perfectly sincere in this de¬ 
claration, or it was only a trait of French polite¬ 
ness, is a question which I shall not pretend to 
decide'. 

In my opinion, it will he much more to the 
purpose, to present the reader nbth a brief ac¬ 
count, derived from authentic sources, of the 
grand enterprize which engaged the attention 
of all Europe, and had such a fatal termination. 

The court of Spain, weary of the fruitless 
blockade of Gibraltar, which excited the ridi¬ 
cule of all Europe, and of the besieged them¬ 
selves, seriously determined to take this for¬ 
tress by some extraordinary expedient or 
other, against which its steepness, its formid¬ 
able artillery, and all the skill of General Elliot, 
should prove unavailing. Plans poured in from 
all quarters; some bold to extravagance, others 
so whimsical, that it was scarcely possible to 
look upon them as serious. Several of this 
kind I received myself. One of those sent to 
the ministers, formally proposed to throw up, 
in front of the lines of St, Koch, a prodigious 
mount, higher than Gibraltar, which would 
consequently deprive that fortress of its prin¬ 
cipal meaus of defence. The author had cal¬ 
culated the quantity of cubic fathoms of earth, 
the number of hands, and rhe time that would 
he required by this enormous undertaking, and 
proved that it would be less expensive and less 

v ' 
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destructive than the prolongation of the siege 
upon the plan on which it had been begun. 

Another proposed to fill the bombs with a 
substance so strongly mephitic, that, on burst¬ 
ing in the fortress, they would either put to 
flight or poison the besieged with their exha¬ 
lations. 

The plan of d’Arpon was at length presented, 
and engaged the more serious attention of tire 
Spanish government. 

This plan, first projected at a distance from 
Gibraltar by that engineer, wlto, notwithstand¬ 
ing the issue of that famous siege, still enjoyed 
the reputation of a man of great talents, was 
afterwards matured and modified by him within 
sight of the fortress. But how many crosses 
was he doomed to experience! French impa¬ 
tience, national jealousy, the intrigues of 
rivalship, the'suspicious alarms of authority, 
the pretensions of self-love, the thoughtless 
impetuosity of some of his colleagues, the per¬ 
fidious plots of others, the presumptuous im¬ 
providence of almost all, conspired to frustrate 
a plan, which though so unsuccessful, those 
persons cannot l^rbeaT admiring who have had 
an opportunity to study all its details. , -i 

Scarcely any thing is known respecting, it, 
except what relates to the ten floating batteries, 
which, on the 13th of September, 1782, fool¬ 
ishly exposed themselves to the fire of. Gibral¬ 
tar, and \vc*e reduced to- ashes by the red-hot 
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shot from tire English batteries. This method 
of summing up the results of enterptizes, is 
very convenient for indolence or malignity, 
but would furnish history with very erroneous 
elements. Enlightened by cotemporary me¬ 
moirs, her pages will inform posterity, that if 
this great undertaking failed, it was from a, 
concurrence of circumstances which the genius 
of d’Ar^on could not possibly control. One 
of the principal was the burry with which the 
plan was put in execution before all the neces¬ 
sary preparations had been made for ensuring 
its success. It is mxU known that the ten bat¬ 
teries had been so constructed as to prosentjto 
the fire of the fortress one side covered with 
blinds three feet thick, and kept continually 
wet by a very ingenious contrivance. The 
red-hot balls were thus expected to be extin¬ 
guished on the spot where-they penetrated ; 
hut this first measure proved incomplete. : The 
aukwardness of the caulkers, prevented - the 
■working of the pumps which were designed 
to keep up the humidity. It succeeded only 
cm hoard one of them, the Talla-piedra, .and 
that very imperfectly. But this was not all ; 
though the place where they were to take their 
stations had been but very slightly sounded, 
they had received instructions what course 
they were t,cr pursue, in order to avoid strik¬ 
ing*, and to place themselves at a proper dis¬ 
tance. This precaution likewise, proved un- 
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availing. Doji Ventura Moreno, a brave sea¬ 
man, but incapable of combining and execut¬ 
ing a plan, stung to the quick by a letter 
sent him in the evening of the 12th of Sep¬ 
tember, by General Crillon, which contained 
this expression : “If you do not make an at¬ 
tack, you are a man without honour—has¬ 
tened the departure of the batteries, and placed 
them in an order contrary to the plan which 
had been adopted. The difference between these 
two positions contributed more than any thing 
else to the result of the day. In Plate XVIII. 
is shewn the part of the fortress against which 
th|‘ batteries were intended to act, the position 
which they ought to have taken and that which 
they actually occupied. 

In consequence of this mistake, no more than 
two could station themselves at the concerted 
distance of two hundred fathoms. These ivere 
the Pas.tona, commanded by Moreno himself; 
and the Talla^piednh, on board of which were 
the, prince of Nassau &nd«i’Ar?on; but they 
were exposed to.tb®fwe of the inost formida¬ 
ble; battery, thatxjf the Rtrtfil Bastion ;* instead 
of-dU ten being drawA* up, around thehdd'nldle 1 ,' 
and • roceiviBgjJonkyt sidewise the fire’ of t ft lit 
battery. 

e The only tirofIxrtteries which occupied rtfis 
dangerous post made- great havoc and -sus¬ 
tained dreadful loss. The Taila-piedra received 
a fatal shot. In spite of ail precautions, a red- 
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hot Ball penetrated to tlie dry part of the ves¬ 
sel. Its effect was very slow. The Talla-pie- 
dra had opened her fire abouttcn in the morn¬ 
ing; tlie ball struck her between three and 
live. The mischief did not appear irremediable 
till midnight. The San Juan, one other next 
neighbours, shared the same fate. It appears 
certain, that the eight others remained un¬ 
touched. 

^But Ayliat was still ‘more distressing, every 
thing,was wanting at once:—cables to tow off 
the batteries in case of accident, and boats to 
receive the wounded. The attack was to have 
been supported by ten ships and upwards pf 
sixty gun-boats. Neither beats, gun-boats, nor 
ships made their appearance. 

Lastly, according to the. projected position, 
the gun-boats were to have * been Seconded by 
the one hundred and eighty pieces of cannon 
at the lines of St. Roch. This co-operation was 
rendered impracticable. Near four hundred 
pieces of artillery were to have opened at once 
upon North Bastion, Montagu Bastion, and 
Orange Bastion. With a superiority of near 
three hundred pieces, d’Ar$on flattered him¬ 
self that he should be able to silence the artil¬ 
lery of the fortress. What was his consterna¬ 
tion when he found that the besiegers bad no 
more than sixty or seventy pieces to oppose 
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to more than two-hundred and eighty belong- 
ing to the besieged; 

Thecbmbioed squadron remained quiet spec¬ 
tators of this tremendous scene. Guichen 
Avlio commanded the French ships sent to offer 
assistant #o Moreno, who replied that he had 
no occasion for any. 

Matter® Continued to grow worse and no 
remedy- could be devised. Eight of the -ten 
batteries were at too great a distance to do»Or 
to sustain much injury the two others bore in 
their bosom the 'elements of’ destruction. Mo¬ 
reno, despairing of being able to save any 
of them, and resolving that they should nOt 
fall into’-tile hands of the English, directed 
that those which were already in flames should 
be suffered to burn, and that all the others 
should be sdt on fire. I have seen the original 
order to thiseflfebt. Such was the result of 
that day, on whidh were annihilated tdn Ves¬ 
sels, the master-pieecs of human ingenuity, the 
bgilding of which’ had -cost three million®, of 
livj-es, and who$s' artillery! anchors, babies, 
rigging, &q. an^Msted to 'near two millions 
and a half' 1 

* Tho worthjt^'^wpjn, in th® first moment of his qpij^fer- 
nation, Atknowleged that be alone was to blame for the fetal 
issue of that day. J had for- a {Considerable time in my ,pos- 
session (he .^iginal of the short,.but cnyjha'tic letter, which he 
wrote to Montmorin, the ambassador, from the Ytr y shore of 
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Scarcely had G ibraltar foiled beneath its walls 
this formidable attempt, when in sight of our 
armies and our squadrons, the place was re- 
victualled by admiral Howe, who afterwards 
with his thirty-six ships boldly entered, the 
Mediterranean. He was seen from Buena Vista 
passing from one sea to the other: every spec¬ 
tator supposed that he was running into the 
jaws of destruction. The fifty-two ships which 
were in the bay, weighed anchor and pursued 
him. But Howe baffled our manoeuvres, as 
fortune had done our plans, and returned 
through the straits in the same security as he 
had entered them. 

All these disappointments produced dissatis¬ 
faction, but not discouragement. The two 
French princes alone, and their brilliant reti¬ 
nue, who had come to the pillars of Hercules, in 
full confidence of being present at the taking 
of Gibra&'.vr, thinking its reduction impossible, 

Algexiras, amid the dyingsotmdof .the artillery, and by the 
light of the burning batteries. It wgs as follows: 

I. have burnetji the temple of Ephesus; every thing is lost, 
and through my fault. What comforts me under my misfor¬ 
tune is, that the glory of the two kings remains untarnished.” 

On recovering however from the shock, d Ar$on wrote a 
learned memoir, in which he took great pain9 to modify the 
confession which had escaped Mm, »r.d to prom that he bad 
more than one partner, or rather that circumstances the most 
untoward and imperious constituted his only fault. 
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manifcstcd«an impatience to return, which dis¬ 
pleased the court of Madrid, though it gave 
its consent. It was at'the Eseurial when they 
revisited that place. The reception which 
they experienced at this second interview was 
not quite so cordial as at the first. The enthu¬ 
siasm which they had at first excited, had 
cooled; and indeed they could-expect no. other. 

I had now before me the . theatre of these 
events. With wliat interest I surveyed every 
object about this celebrated rock! It is steepest 
next to the Mediterranean, and gradually de¬ 
clines towards the bay of Algcziras. It is on this 
kind of talus that the art of fortification has 
multiplied the means of defence whose tremen¬ 
dous variety you would not have suspected. 

Nature, as if to redder Gibraltar inaccessible 
on all sides, has placed between the foot of this 
fortr ess, on the west, -and the bay of Algcziras, 
a deep swamp, which extends to the ljiud gate, 
andleavesbctween them only space sufficient for 
a very narrow causeway, commanded by near 
one hundred pieces of cannon. Between this 
swamp and the bay, a small dyke runs along 
by tire sea-side to confine the water; and with¬ 
in the enclosure of the fortress the marsh is 
bordered by a palisade, .which , begins, at the 
foot of the mountain and terminates at the sea* 
This palisade was the first victim sacrificed at 
the siege of Gibraltar; a new one was erected 
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immediately after the pence. Tram- this point 
you may distinctly sec the old mole, a kind of 
narrow jetty, lined on cither-side with batteries. 
It entirely masks the new mole, which is half a 
lea true behind it. 

Across this palisade, we had an interview 
with three English oliicers, who in vain pressed 
us to infringe the prohibition of the court of 
Madrid. V/o could not, however, refuse their 
invitation to drink a few glasses of porter to 
the health of King George III. and General 
Elliot; after which we returned towards the 
lines. In retiring from the celebrated rock, I 
could not refrain from looking back at it twenty 
times. ■ That, thought I, is the rock d ; n which, 
for five years, the eyes of the universe were 
fixed. It is scarcely of "the least use to the 
English, but they imagine their honour con¬ 
cerned in the preservation of this little spot, in 
spite of nature, which seems to have allotted 
it to the sovereign of the peninsula of which 
it forms a part: they accordingly spare no 
efforts to fortify, to retain, and to defend it. 
Spa&i on the other hand, has no motive but 
vanity to attempt to recover it: and to this 
phantom, under a monarch sparing of the blood 
and treasure'of his subjects, did she, during 
fche'spaee of four years, sacrifice immense sums, 
the most hopeful platis of more distant expe¬ 
ditions, and even the national glory 
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CHAP, X. 

Mdbgd-^Return to Madrid through Ximcna, 
GBitsi/t, Roiida, Ossurui, &c .— Departure from 
Mddrid, and its causes .— Three Roads from 
Madrid to Valencia. 


It would now be the time to bring back ipy 
readers to Madrid, through the kingdom of 
Grenada; but I must confine my observations 
to the. -city of Malaga. 

As you go from Cadiz to Malaga, you tra¬ 
verse a beautiful country, where lofty moun¬ 
tains and charming plains alternately succeed 
each other as far as Antequera, a towu agree¬ 
ably situated on the summit, of a very high 
hill. From this place to Malaga there is- an 
excellent road, .which wits begun in 1783^, and 
winds, for the space; of seven, leagues, along 
hills covered with vineyards. :j4 r 

Malaga itself is in a delicious situation, in a 
climate .where rain is unknown,, .except at the 
end; of autumn. Towards the north and east 
it is sheltered by vsxy lofty mountains, whose 
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summits are sometimes covered #with snow. 
Towards the west extends a fertile plain wa¬ 
tered by two small rivers. The sides of the 
mountains, at the foot of which Malaga stands, 
are in high cultivation, being covered with al¬ 
mond, olive, orange, lemon, and lig-trees, and 
with vineyards, the generous produce of which 
circulates at the tables of the rich from one 
end of the world to the other. There are* up¬ 
wards of six thousand vineyards in the district 

V t 

of Malaga. One year witli another they yield 
more than seventy thousand arrobas of wine, 
half of which quantity is exported. 

, There are from twenty-eight to thirty differ¬ 
ent kinds of grapes, the best of which are 
known by the names of TiernO, Moscatel, arid 
Pedro Ximenez. This" last appellation, the 
origin of which cannot be precisely learned 
even on the spot, is given to one of the most 
celebrated sorts of - Malaga Vine, but which is 
not the exclusive produce of any particular 
district.» ■ • ■ 
r Another way of classing the grapes of Ma¬ 
laga, is according to the different periods at 
which they ripen. The early ones are gathered 
ia the month of June. They make the best 
*i^isins i! fjW(!S5 ««), and yield a wine which is*al¬ 
most as thick as honey. - The* grapes of the 
season* • which are gathered at the beginning-of 
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September, furnish wines of superior quality 
and 'strength. Lastly, from the late grapes 
the genuine Malaga wines are made. Among 
these ate certain kinds which are held in 
higher estimation by the connoisseurs in li*. 
quors, and which, being less common, are 
dearer than the ordinary wines. Such is, for 
instance, the wine called Lagrima de. Malaga, 
which is the impressed produce of the fruit of 
the best.districts; such, too, is the wine of 

' s ..... 

Guindas* or common Malaga, into which have 
been put young buds of tha hard Gh&jrry»tret, 
whose fruit the Spaniards denominate Guinda, , 
Next to the vine the olive-tree contributes 
most largely to the opulence of Malaga. In 
the vicinity of that city there are five hundred 
pliv cypresses; but the oil, like that of the other 
provinccs, and for the same, reasons, is not of 
good, quality: it is however tolerable at Velez 
Malaga, and still better in t^e neighbourhood, 
of the yilhge .of Chuiian. , v c 

Very feyr p.e<^. c e,..cven in-Spain, know that 
sugar-canes ^irp cultivated in. the environs of 
Velez MJaga, and principality gt-Tprrox, two 
leagues distant from that .plape. Through.the 
want of jvood, it is true,, the sugar-houses, re-, 
lies of, the industry of the Moors, haye been 
suffered successively to fall into ruins; and 
most of these cancs serve only as playthings for 
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children who suck them. Among the plan¬ 
tations which still exist, those most worthy of 
notice belong to M. Thomas Quilty tie Valois, 
who keeps at work two sugar-mills (ingenios), 
the produce of w'hich is very little inferior to 
the best sugars of the Antilles. lie has also 
lately erected a distillery, which’ has furnished 
Specimens of rum that may he compared with 
the best Jamaica. In his works, lip uses pit- 
coal, which is imported from England, or 
edmes frOm the Spanish coastfs of the Mediter¬ 
ranean, where, 1 for some time,' coal-mines have 
been wrought‘for the purpose of supplying the 
wants of the department of Carthageria. ‘There 
are evfen some? at no great distance from ior- 
rox; but such is the apathy of the Spaniards, 
on many points, hot withstanding the spirit of 
improvement excited with regard to many 
others, that they have not yet attempted to 
avail themselves of these treasures. 

The mountains which surround Malaga pre¬ 
sent the mineralogist with inexhaustible stores. 
They contain jasper, alabaster, antimony, mer¬ 
cury, sulphur, lead, amianthus, loadstone, See. 

Malaga has scarcely any remarkable edifice 
except it3 magnificent cathedral, which re¬ 
mains unfihished for Want of hands and funds; 
and a modern theatre, which is noc destitute of 
elegance. 
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In the time of the Moors, this city aud its 
environs were much more populous than ‘ at 
present. The city alone has contained : np*- 
wards of eighty thousand souls. In 1747 it had 
between thirty-one and thirty-two thousand, 
and near fifty thousand in 178.9. In the wes¬ 
tern part of its territory there were formerly 
above fifty villages ; at present there are not 
more than sixteen. These facts alone Would 
be sufficient to demonstrate the injury which 
Spain has sustained from the expulsion of the 
Moors. ' ' ; 

This beautiful city has not only suffered from 
political ravages, but is liable, in rainy seasons, 
to destructive inundatidhs from the torrent of 
the Guadalmedina, which runs through it. It 
has now and then been visited by earthquakes, 
and thirteen or fourteen times by the plague. 
The second contagion, which, in 1804, ravaged 
Andalusia and the coasts of the Mediterranean, 
made greater havoc here than in any other 
town of Spain. , Malaga has thred suburbs; the 
streets are narrow, muddy, And ill-paved. It 
is a large, rather than a handsome town, but 
its territory and port contribute to render it a 
place of considerable importance. Its harbour 
is very large and commodious; it is capable of 
containing four hundred merchantmen and ten 
ships of the line. Vessels may enter or leave 
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it with any wind whatever. The entrance:is 
formed by two moles, at the distance of ab/wi 
three thousand fathoms from each other ; .jbut 
the sea gradually recedes from this coast, and 
as the current of the Guadahnedina carries 
along with it a great quantity of sand, it is not 
improbable that sooner or later the harbour of 
Malaga will be entirely choked up. 

This city, however, is at present engaged in 
a very extensive commerce. The two nations 
who derive the greatest advantage from it are, 
in the first place, the French, and in the se¬ 
cond, the, English. In 1791 Malaga contained 
321 natives of France, 342 Genoese, and 62 
English. It is, nevertheless, visited by a 
greater number of the vessels of the latter na¬ 
tion than of any other. In 1789 they amounted 
to near one hundred, while those of the French 
did not exceed eight or ten. The Spaniards be¬ 
gin tp frequent this port more than they used 
to do. In 1785, only two ships of that nation 
entered the harbour.) In 1791 it was visited 
by thirty-nine, and in 1792 by thirty-three 

The city of Malaga itself takes a direct part 
in maritime commerce.* It has about twenty 

f' 

* These observations on the mercantile activity of Malaga 
rrtay be considered as a supplement to, and, in some respect#, 
as- a modification of what we have said on the subject in 
i/bap. VI. of Vo). If. 
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brigs and snows belonging to owners who em¬ 
ploy them in frequent voyages to the Spanish 
Indies, to which they cany wines, spirituous 
liquors, raisins, figs, oil, linens, and mercery, and 
bring back in return, piastres, hides, and colo¬ 
nial produce. Th.'se vessels are also freighted 
sometimes with wine for Ootend, Hamburg, 
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and even for Riga 
and Petersburg. There is besides at Malaga 
a society of mariners called Cornpania dc Na~ 
vieros, which possesses two or three vessels of 
three hundred and fifty tons burden, which 
are solely engaged in the commerce with India, 
exclusive of a great number of small lateen- 
rigged vessels, employed in the coasting trade 
of Spain and Portugal, from Barcelona to Lis¬ 
bon, and sometimes hired to convey supplies to 
the presidencies of Spain.* But these differ¬ 
ent vesels are very rarely engaged in carrying 
the fruits of the country to Marseilles and 
Genoa. The ship-owners of Malaga relinquish 
this trade to the vessels of Catalonia, the Ra~ 
gusun polacrcs, and the French tartans. This 
city is nevertheless a place of great business. 


* This appellation is given to the places still possessed by 
Spain on the of Africa, and which, since the e vacuation 

of Oran and BjMKilquivir, are reduced to the following : Mc- 
lille, Ceuta, Alhufcemas, and the Pehon. 
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it contained in ISOf ?izty first-rate houses in 
t-verj branch of commerce. It has manufactures 
of silks, velvet, s!stockiisgs, thread, bats, 
soap, paper, Ccc. ?*either are the neighbouring 
towns without industry. There are manufac¬ 
tures of woollen cloth, baize, serge, at Coin, 
Jtinqurrra, ami in particular at Grazalenio, the 
cloths of'which are in great demand. Serges are 
likewise manufactured at Honda, baize and mo¬ 
rocco leather at Auiequera, and crucibles at Mar- 
bclla. 

Another less innocent branch of industry is 
likewise cultivated along this wliole coast of the 
kingdom of Granada ; 1 moan smuggling, which 
of late years has been carried on there with in¬ 
creased activity. The consequences are severe 
laws, which the government in vain endeavours 
to enforce, and frequent murders that are com¬ 
mitted with impunity. 

A road which runs along the sea-coast leads 
from Malaga to Velez Malaga, a handsome lit- 
tie town, a quarter of a league fiom the Medi¬ 
terranean, and the native place of the celebrated 
minister Galvez. To give life to this district he 
established at Maohara Viaya, a village near 
Velez, a manufactory of playing cards, which 
supplies all tUc Spanish colonies with that ar¬ 
ticle. 

IJut let us return to St. Roch, in order to re¬ 
sume our route to Madrid, lly making a small 

VOL. 111. ii 
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circuit the traveller may pass through Xiiuena, a 
small town situated on the side of a steep rock. 
.About twenty 3ear.-' since, the minister Galvez 
established here a foundry of iron camion and 
balls, exclusively intended for Spanish America. 

Proceeding' three leagues further, }011 come 
to Gausin, a handsome town in the midst of 
steep mountains, from which the rock of Gibral¬ 
tar may bo distinctly seen. It overlooks a deep 
valley, fertilized by the streams which water it 
in every part. The extensive domain of a con¬ 
vent. of Franciscans contributes greatly to adorn 
the landscape. The possessions of the monks 
are universal:} in good situations, and in high 
cultivation, so that they tend to enliven the ad¬ 
jacent country. Jt is only their accumulation 
in cities that is attended with serious inconveni¬ 
ences at least for industry. 

To the distance of two or three leagues beyond 
Gausin, the road runs along 1 the sides of the hills, 
through vineyards which cover them from their 
ver y summits to the bottom of the valleys. The 
country afterwards becomes still more uneven; as 
far as Ronda, it consists entirely of lofty moun¬ 
tains, in the defiles of which winds an extremely, 
rugged road. , 

Prom time to time you come to miserable vil¬ 
lages, which bang as it were, on the sides of naked 
rock:. Their position and their names Guatazin,, 
Eenaii, and Atajatcs plainly indicate that they, 
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'Were built by tlie Moors, who sought, in the bo¬ 
som of these almost, inaccessible mountains, re¬ 
treats where they might be secure from the at¬ 
tacks of the Christians. At present they are the 
haunts of robbers and sinimtrlors. 

After passing Atajftte, the road ascends till it 
gains the summit of loft y mountains, whence the 
traveller sees, for the last time, the rock of Gib¬ 
raltar. 

Soon afterwards he discovers Honda, a town 
surrounded almost entirely w ith a double inclo¬ 
sure of rocks. The situation is highly pictu¬ 
resque: but this kind of natural fortification, 
when it ceases to be useful, proves very inconve¬ 
nient. At. the bottom of this deep and narrow 
valley runs a small river, over which has, within 
the se few years, been erected a stone bridge, 
which, from its elevation, excites in the mind of 
the passenger emotions of terror. 

The environs of Ronda, to the north-east, 
abound in fruits of every kind, a circumstance 
rarely met with in Spain ; for whether it is ow¬ 
ing to the nature of the soil or the want of skill 
in the gardeners, the country of tigs, olives, and 
oranges, seldom produces the other exquisite 
fruits which constitute the most ornamentaf and 
delicious part of our autumnal desserts. We 
shfall indeed be disposed to ascribe this to mis¬ 
management, when we consider that the king’s 
table is supplied’with excellent fruits of this kind 
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from the gardens of Araniuez and 8t. Ildefonso, 
which are under the superjutondaucc of skilful 
gardeners. 

Pavn’cte, celebrated for iH wine, is four 
lea git-s from Honda, and belong', to hi. Giron, 
one of the principal inhJibibinf-j of the Jailer 
town, a distinguished officer, know u during the 
late war by the appellation of Marquis de las 
Amariilas. 

Grazalenn, is embosomed among rocks, like 
Honda, from whirl) it is ordy three leagues dis¬ 
tant. The inhabitants having abundance, of wa¬ 
ter, and few other resot;'res, have established one 
of the principal manufactures of Spanish cloths 
for the consumption of the lower classes. 

After passing Honda, you proceed to Canute, 
a town of a had appearance, and traverse a rug¬ 
ged and dreary country, notwithstanding its ex¬ 
tensive. corn-fields, and plantations of olives. At 
the end of five long leagues, you arrive atOssuna, 
the capital of the duchy of that name. The town 
is large, hut though it is the residence of many of 
the nobility, nothing in it announce- affluence. 
You may notice, if you please, an alau. ; rta, or 
public walk, adorned w ith a fountain, and amuse 
yourself with the pompous inscription 'which so 
highly extols so mean a monument. 

The distancejjfrotn Ossuna to Ecija is only t^x 
leagues, the Ipul leading through one of the 
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■most level ami highly cultivated parts of Anda¬ 
lusia. 

I have already conducted the reader from 
Ecija to Madrid, a distar.ee of seventy-five 
leagues. 1 li.-ae now nothing more to do but to 
lead him hack to the frontiers of France, by the 
route which l followed at the beginning of 1793 , 
in consequence of «n (went. which marked the 
first months of that y ear. 

The court, of Spain had beheld at a distance 
the storm that was gathering owr (he head of the 
unfortunate Lou is X\ i. and it was clnc./ly with 
the hope of averting it. that, believing- and pre¬ 
tending to give credit to the assurances of that 
prince, it received me in the month of May 1792 , 
as his minister plenipotentiary. On this occa¬ 
sion, the Spanish monarch, and those by whom 
he was surrounded, were not perfectly consistent 
in their conduct in regard to me They seemed 
freely and spontaneously to acknowledge mv cha¬ 
racter ;. and yet, from the reception they gave me 
for four niont||p, it. was easy to perceive how 
extremely repugnant tins negotiation was to 
their feelings. Such was tlic equivocal state of 
things when the news of the events of the 10th 
of August readied tne at St. Ildefonso, the day 
before the aniversary of St. Louis, the festival of 
4?ic queen. I nevertheless appeared at court: if 
Was an effort of courage, and it was the last. 
From that day I - though! ii so much mo. e in- 
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Cumlicnl on me to keep away from it; because, 
since the deposition of the king-, I had ceased to 
be acknowledged as his representative. This cir¬ 
ri; instance did not prevent me from seeing M. 
d’Aranda, and his successor tl;e Duke de la Al- 
cudia, as often as the interests of my country 
required. 

Notwithstanding the pacific dispositions of 
which I was directed to assure the new goverur 
ment of France, the Spanish court w as making 
preparations w hich seemed indicative of hostile 
intentions. My duty enjoined me not to suffer 
them to pass unnoticed. ) requested an explana¬ 
tion respecting them. More than once the Spa¬ 
nish minister appeared indignant that a foreign 
government should intermeddle in the internal 
administration of his country. Being, however, 
at that time desirous of peace, and hoping, above 
all things, to save Louis XVI. he was on the 
point of binding himself tp neutrality by a formal 
agreement. This agreement w as actually drawn 
up in my presence, and forvjlfded to Paris, 
whence it was sent back with sqme slight altera¬ 
tions. These, however, Spain thought of suffi¬ 
cient importance to require fresh explanations. 

,, In,the mean time, the trial of the king com¬ 
menced,, Charles IY. urgently interceded in be¬ 
half of his kinsman ; but in -vain. The death of 
Louis was lesolyed upon. He was brought to 
the block, and my negotiation was broken off. 
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1 demanded a passport, and left. Madrid the 23d 
of February,, 1793. As I bad never visited Ca¬ 
talonia, which, on the eve of the war witu which 
we were llirea'eucd, was likely to he tin* princi¬ 
pal theatre of military preparations, X resolved to 
proceed through Valencia and Barcelona, and 
to return to France hv way of Perpignan. 

My first day's journey brought me to Aran- 
juez, where the court then resided. I saw once 
more a few friends whom I still retained among 
the Spaniards, and who, lamenting with me the 
disastrous rupture for which inv i part are was 
the signal, predicted, as well is myself, that it 
would not he of long duration. 1 pursued my 
route and passed the night at Oca^a. 

1 entered La Mancha, the western part of 
which I had to cross on my way to the kingdom, 
of Valencia. I had performed the same journey 
merely for pleasure in 1782, in the finest season 
of the year, and at a period when my mind, the 
whole political horizon, ahd every thing about 
me, was more serene. 

There are three roads from AranjueZ to Valen¬ 
cia : one of them, the post road, passes through 
Tarancon, Rcquena, &c. It was this that I 
•travelled in 1783. The other, which 1 took on 
my return, conducts through San Felipe, Al- 
*j|aiv/a, and Albacete. The third is the beauti¬ 
ful new road, which leads in the most conveni¬ 
ent manner from Madrid to Valencia. 
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• /We shall take a rapid survey of these (wd 
roads. If you cliuse the post-road, you proeced 
for half a league, along the Calle de la Rttjna j 
then, turning to the left, you bid adieu for a 
long time to verdure and shade. 

In the space of seven leagues, yon several 
times- come within sight of the Tagus, but it is 
not the Tagus of Aranjuez, nor even of Toledo. 
You afterwards arrive at Fuentc-Ducfias, a large 
village, which exhibits nothing hut a picture of 
idleness and misery. 

Three leagues beyond (hat place is Tarancon, 
a town of considerable >izi: ; a little hevond which 
you pereeive the castle of Doles, which, after 
having been, as its form indicates, a fortress 
built without doubt to prevent Ihe incursions of 
the Moors, is now transformed into the peaceful 
asylum of a religious community. 

I pass rapidly over the stages of Saylices, Vil¬ 
la* del Saz, Olivarez, the situation of which* 
in the center of a nearly circular chain of hills, 
is extremely picturesque; andofTJonache, three 
leagues further on. The distoa^a from’JBonache 
to Campillo is fi ve leagues ; we road is encum¬ 
bered with Stones, and 1 leads* trough a country 
which every where presents a”pictureof's tcrility 
and depopulation. For the greatest part, of the 
live leagoeS between Campillo and 5 Villargordoj, 
you are conducted along' the ougrtnits of the 
mduntains, \>j >paths whereTwp'persons could 110 $. 
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Walk abreast, without running the risk of being 
precipitated into the deep valleys beneath. .Af¬ 
ter stumbling in this manner for some hours over 
a rugged road in the midst of deserts, you de¬ 
scend by a y.ig-'/.ag path, and discern the Rio 
Cabriei winding through a narrow valley, which 
it clothes with verdure, and which it leaves, af¬ 
ter passing under a handsome bridge with a single 
arch, called el pucnic de P qjaz.it. Near this bridge 
is a spacious natural cavern, the retreat of the 
robbers and smugglers with which this unhappy 
country is infested. 

The traveller, after he lias ascended another 
very steep hill, at length arrives at the post-town 
of Villargordo. 

The mountains over which we have just con¬ 
ducted the reader are denominated Las Contreras, 
a name which excites no very pleasant sensations 
in the traveller. The next four leagues bring 
him to Requena, across a plain, which affords 
th$. first specimen of the Kingdom of Valencia. 
The neighbouring streams, from which cuts have 
been made to irrigate this plain, conspire with 
the goodness of the soil and the mildness, of the 
climate, to adapt it to the cultivation of corn, 
wine, flax, and in particular of the mulberry-tree, 
asvrell as to pasturage. 

^Beyond Requena, you come to another:-chain 
id' mountains* nailed; Las CabrUlm. This road 
ijs likewise i%' manyvplaces extremely rugged, , 



534 modern ST at / 

but*fortunately it is of no griat length ; for at 
the end of three leagues you ar.iti* at la Valid 
del Rcliiior, a building perfect!) lonely and de¬ 
tached. 

As soon as you have passed Requena. you en 
ter the kingdom of Valencia; and you perceive 
the transition in the industry and activity of the 
inhabitants, who fail not to avail themselves of 
the scanty patches of'Vegetable earth with which 
the brows of their rocks are covered. 

The environs of t’iiiva in particular, justify the 
enchanting descriptions which have been given 
of this beautiful country. It affords inexpressible 
delight, after traversing the barren plains of 
Castile, where trees are so rare, where the herb¬ 
age is without verdure, and the fields are un- 
indosed, to find yourself among quick hedges, 
formed by aides, < and serving as inclosures to 
orchards, pastures, and plantations of olive and 
mulberry trees. 

T his charming country extends to about half a 
league beyond Chiva. The soil then becomes 
less fertile. But the enchanted eye soon discerns 
Valencia and the Mediterranean. On arriving 
at the village of Qi|&rte, which is a league dis¬ 
tant from Valencia^ ’,ydu come to an uninter¬ 
rupted successionjoj ^S rchards. gardens, and little 
country houses, ta^impiicity of which form# a 
pleasing contrast with the luxuriance of nature. 
Half a league farther you come to a second vil- 
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luge, flic extremity of which joins the suburbs of 
Valencia. 

The way by which I returned in 1785 is seven 
leagues longer than the above road. It is not 
frequented by the post, but you may perform the 
journey either in a cache de coll crus, or at a much 
cheaper rate, in a kind of small chaises called 
caleziiics, which are very common both in the 
environs of Valencia and in tlie city itself. 

Pursuing this second route, you are first con¬ 
ducted for six leagues, by an excellent road, 
through a very fertile country. The plantations 
of mulberry and olive trees, intermingled with 
fields office, extend to the environs'■of San Fe¬ 
lipe. This town, formerly denominated Xativa, 
stands on the declivity of a mountain, at the foot 
of two castles; a position which accounts for its 
long resistance to the arms of Philip V. and for 
which it was punished with the loss of its name • 
and privilegei. It contains a very handsome 
ehurcb, and several fountains which would not 
disgrace the largest cities. 

On leaving San Felipe, you proceed for three 
leagues between uncultivated and depopulated 
hills, to la Venla del Puerto. You are then on 
the confines of the kingdom of Murcia, so much 
extolled for its fertility and high cultivation. It 
i^true that its claim to these panegyrics, has been 
acquired only by the plain in which its capital 
is situated on the hank of the Segura, and which 
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is known by the appellation of’ In Vega de Mur¬ 
cia. 

Beyond la venta del Puerto the view is bounded 
on all sid(“< by barren mountains, across which 
pasSes one of the roads that descend to Mmanza. 
This spacious town appears seated at the extre¬ 
mity of an extensive plain, celebrated for the 
victory which secured the tlnone to Philip V. 
This plain is in a high state of cultivation, and 
its fertility seems to increase the nearer you ap¬ 
proach to Almanza. The people of this country 
lia*,c a tradition that the years immediately fol¬ 
lowing the battle fought here were extremely 
productive; a paltry compensation for the waste 
of human blond, occasioned by that victory. 
About the distance of a cannon-shot before you 
come to Almanza, is erected a socle, on the four 
sides of which are Spanish and Latin inscriptions 
relative to the victory gained by tire Marshal de 
Her..."! l. Above the socle rises a pyramid, upon 
which was placed an armed lion. The Valen- 
cians, taking umbrage at J|is figure, and its 
threatening attitude, beat,i|:4p;\vn with stones, 
and the little statue which now crowns the pyra¬ 
mid was substituted in its stead. A victory likp 
that ot Almanza might have been commemorated 
by a more magnificent monument. 

The ogly branch of industry carried on af 
Almanza is weaving, in which considerable uiim- 
feers of hands are employed, so that the hemp, 
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grown in (lie neighisourh'ood is not, by far, suffi¬ 
cient to keep them employed. To the north of 
the town a on sec the picturesque ruins of an old 
uninhabited cvi.le. Towards the east rises a 
mountain is? the form of a trapezium., the tides 
of which are so regular, 'that at a distance yofi 
would almost take it for a prodigious intrench- 
meat. 

On leaving Almanza, prr- T in us to the construc¬ 
tion of the great road, y n eroded a country, 
stony, desert, and covcrr.d wish calls; another 
not very pleasing specimen of the kingdom of 
Murcia. Soon afterwards, you perceive on the 
left, the village of.Chinchilla, scaled on a naked, 
eminence, commanding a view of the spacious 
and fertile plains of La Mancha. You arc thdn 
but six or seven leagues from the village of 
Ilellin, remarkable for being the birth-place of 
Maeanaz and of Count de Florida Bla-rca, who 
was exiled thither immediately after Lis disgrace. 
You now approach Albaeete, the environs of 
which are rendered fertile by irrigation. Thi, 
town, situated between Valencia a ad AhV.-u-t, 
is frequented by a great 'number of merchant-: 
It lias manufactures of steel and iron brought 
.from Alicant. Their productions have not at¬ 
tained any high degree of perfection, but thi 
ijrancli of industry is at least sutffeient to banish 
idic'N <od indigence front the place. * 

Beyond A&acctc, ' the road paSse® through 
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three large villages of La Mancha, La jGincta, 
La Rod®, and Minalla ; and vou proceed For 
nine leagues across a prodigious plain very neg¬ 
ligently cultivated, and producing only a small 
quantity of corn and saffron. 

• ■ You next arrive at El Provenzio, a pretty large 
town, the inhabitants of which are principally 
engaged in the cultivation of saftron. 

Proceeding through a well cultivated coun¬ 
try, you conic to 1 lie two villages of Predonera, 
which has a saltpetre manufactory, and La 
Mota, in an agreeable situation. Hence the eye 
expatiates over the extensive plains which Were 
the theatre of the exploits of the immortal Don 
Quixottc. Soon afterwards, you pass within a 
league of Toboso, the native town of Dulcinea,* 
and discern its steeple, the little wood where 
the knight awaited the tender interview which' 
he sent bis faithful squire to negociate, aad the 
bouse in which Dulcinea received his amorous 
message. 

At length you pass through Qriintanar, and ar- 
me at Corrol, a large village of La Mancha, 
which is no more than*$jjfoe leagues from Aran- 
jnez. lu 1783, the pew road weiit no further 
than this place. ,in||793,1 found that it had 
been carried on sjFtftc confines of the kingdom 
of Valencia, andexeepting,about twelve leagues; 5 
the road from Madrid toi"Valencia was one of 

Oiliest in Europe. The uew road has iu seve- 
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ral places iakon a different direction from the 
old one. It leaves San Felipe a league fd the 
left It neither crosses the extensive plain of 
Almanza, nor passes by. the monument of the 
battle. On reaching this plain, you proceed for 
some time along the skirts of it, and then gently 
descend into the kingdom of Valencia; a transi¬ 
tion announced by the temperature of the air, 
and the high cultivation of the country. * On 
my last journey, I entered Valencia on the 27th 
of February. All the almond-trees were in blos¬ 
som, all the spring flowers were blown, and wfe 
travelled among olive and carob-trees, beneath 
the shade of which a soil easily fertilized, an¬ 
nounced abundance. This first dress of nature 
appeared so much the more striking, as we had 
just traversed La Mancha; where-the ground in 
several places w as still covered with large patchet 
of snow, , 

In this dav’s journey we observed very few 
houses. Half way, a venta on the declivity of 
a hill, commands a view of a fertile vallev. It 
is four leagues further to the Venta del Rey, a 
large new inn, wliere we were agreeably sui prised 
to find clean furniture and utensils, and even a 
fire-place. 

, Every tliiag in this district indicates affluence. 
The new road is in general constructed with par¬ 
ticular caic, and, even \jjth ■magnificence. 

A* we trav^lfcaJpngitjf we come a# interval t» 
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handsome new houses, fine budges over tho 
smallest streams, banks faced with solid walls, 
frequent parapets for the safety of the traveller, 
parts of the road turned with nit along the sides 
of hills, and stones marking the duumealilie 
end of every league. The hft)*fifth u placed at 
the entrance of the long village, at the extremity 
of which is situated the \entadel Hey. On 
your way thither, \ou piss through Lanera, ano¬ 
ther village, format of groups of houses, most of 
which are m w, ualteud on either side of the way. 
High roads, especially in fine countries, are like 
the banks of rivers, and even of smaller streams; 
they invite population. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Arrival al Valencia. Popular indignation against 
the French. Description of the City and its 
Environs. Rice-grounds. Barilla. Oil. Es- 
parto. Aloes. 

We arrived very late on the seventh day of 
our journey at Valencia. The sixty-third league- 
stone stands near the first house in the suburb 
where we judged it advisable to pass the night; 
a precaution which the terror of our muleteer, 
rather than our own fears caused us to adopt. 
V alencia was at that time the theatre of one of 
the most violent ebullitions of regal and religious 
fanaticism against the French. Every person, 
belonging to that nation, whatever might be his 
opiuion respecting the Revolution, was exposed 
to the popular fury. In order to repress its 
rage, Don Vittorio Navia, governor of the king¬ 
dom of Valencia, was obliged to exert the ut¬ 
most vigilance, and to make use of the small 
armed foree which had been left in its capital. 
On the night of our arrival, the city was illumi¬ 
nated ,* numerous patroles were employed to 
prevent disorders. The innocent and peaceable 

VOL. lit. R 
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objects of <ais blind animosily were slutt, up In 
their habiutiojis, from v/uich they were every 
moment afraid of be in a; dragged. I knew seve¬ 
ral persons at Valencia who wore in (his predi¬ 
cament; to tluir safety I sacrificed the p’easurc 
I should have received from seeing; (hem, and 
they were not a little obliged to me for it. 

i'or our part, keeping' close and quiet in our 
inn, we imposed silence on such of our servants 
as might have betrayed us by their language, and 
in particular, on our children, who, by their cries 
might have app-nsed the enraged passengers, of 
the existence of a little breach colony. We forr 
tunately passed quite unnoticed, and set off an 
hour before day-light from this dangerous city. 
The tumult which had already had more than one 
paroxysm, cost none of our country men their 
li ves; but several of their habitat tons n ere broken 
open, and some of their warehouses pillaged ; 
and the V alone bins thus gratified the ancient 
jealousy excited by the prosperity of our com¬ 
merce and industry ; a jealousy which is stronger 
at Valencia than in any other part of Spain, be¬ 
cause that city, celebrated ‘for its manufactures, 
looked upon US as active and formidable rivals. 

I shall not carry triy readers so rapidly’through 
the kingdom of Valencia, neither shall I make 
them quit i%<japitai so abruptly as I was obliged, 
to do in 1793. 'Ibis province, one of the most 
pm’tidj^$bf *Spaiq, perhaps the most 
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delightful country in Europe,, requires us to enter 
into some particulars respecting it. 

The capital of Valencia,, though not strictly 
speaking a handsome city, is at h ast a \crv agree¬ 
able place to reside in, especially' of late years, 
since the establishment of a vigilant police, which 
is not less attentive to its embellishment than to 
its security. Though its streets are uupined, 
they are kept extremely clean. The soil, which 
is very frequently removed, series to manure the 
vast orchard which surrounds Valencia on every 
side. Idleness and indigence are banished from 
this city, where artisans of every description find 
work. In 17B3, near four thousand silk looms 
and frames of different dimensions gave employ¬ 
ment to upwards of twenty thousand of the inha¬ 
bitants, exclusive of those who prepare the wood 
and iron-work of so great a number of machines, 
and such as arc engaged in spinning, winding, 
and dyeing the silk. 

This prosperity has progressively increased 
since 17B3, and I gin assuicd, that of late years 
Valencia has contained eight thousand looms 
and frames of every description. The govern¬ 
ment neglects nothing that can tend to the en¬ 
couragement of this branch of industry. Of 
this disposition it exhibited several proofs during 
the war with France. _ That w ar occasioned two 
of those extraordinary levies of meu, known in 
Spain by jibe appellation of quintas. The court 

h 9 
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exempted from the ballot all the journeymen em¬ 
ployed in any manner whatever in the silk manu¬ 
factures, and in ilie city of Valencia alone this 
exemption extended to upwards of tluec thou¬ 
sand persons. 

The silk manufactures arc not the only source 
ofomploymenl possessed by the Valcncians. They 
supply the royal arsenals with a considerable 
quantity of hemp They have manufactures of 
•woollen cloths and camlets in their capital, and 
fifty paper-nulls, scattered throughout the coun¬ 
try. 

Their wines and brandies are exported in great 
quantities not only to England, Jersey, Holland, 
and the North, by way of Dunkirk, w here most 
of the brandy denominated Valencian, was some 
tirn since made, but also for several years past to 
Spanish America. The wines and brandies of 
Valencia even find tlieir way up the Loire, to 
the environs of Orleans. Our' merchants buy 
them up, to mix the latter w'itli our brandies 
which are of superior quality, and the former 
with the French wines in order to give them a 
higher color. 

Rice is another source of wealth to tbe inha¬ 
bitants of the kingdom of Valencia; but its cul¬ 
tivation detracts from the salubrity of their ge¬ 
nial climate. They, however, possess mean's of 
protecting themselves frbin the pernicious influ¬ 
ence of’th^ ricc-knds. 1 hav4 known people 



OF SPAIN 


245 

who, by taking c'are not to go abroad till the sun 
had risen to some height above the horizon,, by 
returning in the evening to their apartments, 
which were well closed against the external air, 
and abstaining almost entirely from the use of 
water, lived in the midst of their rice-fields with¬ 
out sustaining any inconvenience: but few persons 
who reside in their neighbourhood, escape the 
attacks of periodical fevers. They are not on 
this account the b>ss attached to that branch of 
agriculture, because it is attended with little 
trouble, and considerable profit. Rice is sown 
at midsummer, and reaped at the end of Septem¬ 
ber. The crops seldom fail, and the produce is 
sure to find a ready market. Such being the 
case, it is but natural that the cultivation of this 
article should have numerous partisans. The 
government is, in consequence, obliged to enact 
Severe laws to diminish the quantify of rice- 
grounds. They abound, along the coast, and 
especially to the south of the city of Valencia, 
from Gandia to Catarjojo. On this tract, the 
predilection for the culture of rice assumes (lie 
character of a mania, which nothing can restrain. 
The govermpent divides the farms into several 
quarters or cotos, and marks but those which 
alone for a given time may be sown with rice ; 
but this restriction is in few instances attended 
to. In vain the Captain-general repairs person¬ 
ally to thq spot tp enforce these regulations. 
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5Iis authority is often compromised, and some¬ 
times even his safety; and the iuw is frequently 
evaded with impunity. The quantity of rice 
i.iised of late years is consequently prodigious. 
Valencia supplies all Spain, except the south of 
Andalusia with rice, which is preferred to the 
produce of Carolina. 

The extensive demand tor the rice of V alcncia 
has tended to raise it considerably in price. The 
measure which in ITS.) was sold for six or seven 
piastres, now costs fom ten to twelve; and the, 
fanners of the count r*. gssert that Valencia annu¬ 
ally receives no less than thirty-two millions of 
reals for the rice which it ex t 'oris. There arc, it 
is well known, two ways #f cultivating’ this grain. 
It is either planted or sown. W hen planted, it 
is more productive, but requires more attention, 
for which reason the latter method i3 generally 
preferred. The land is prepared by ploughing 
for its reception, but the surface is made level 
without any appearance of furrows, and covered 
with water $o the depth of more than a foot. 
The culture of rice, at feast in the kingdom of 
Valencia, is attended $ilh this singularity, that; 
the plant is constantly Hn water even including 
the time of reaping it. Ilicc-grounds are never, 
drained, except forThe purpose of weeding them, 
in harvest-time thiPreapers wadiug up to the 
knees in water, a^; followed by low carts whiefy 
receive the sbea’ifes of rice ; this grain is tbei$ 
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separated from fh'e straw in the same manner as 
all oilier kinds are, not only in the kingdom of 
Valencia, bin throughout. almost all Spain ; -that 
is, it is tr.'Klden out by horses or mules. After 
this op-, .ifiici, the rice is still covered with the 
busk. Tie-- is removed by means of mills per¬ 
fectly resembling tons-m:!! 1 ?, excepting that the 
stones are covered vtdli cork. The rice is sold 
both before and abler the latter operation.* 

Barilla is a production peculiar to the king¬ 
doms of V;<lone 1 a and Mm4a. It i« an essential 
article in the manutaduro of About onci 

hundred and fifty thou-.iml ou dais are annually 
made and exported to Fiance, Irnglund, Genoa, 
and Venice. 

Soda, in Spanish, sow, is a species of barilla, 
made use of in the soap manufactories of France 
and England. About Twenty-five-thousand quin¬ 
tals a-year are made in the kingdom of Valencia.' 

Aqua-azni is a third species of barilla. The 
quantity aumrJfy made amounts 1 to four ihou- 
sand quintals, the greatest pgri of which is ex¬ 
ported io Marseilles. 

* ’The rice-grounds have of late years gradually extended 
their limits. A law-suit between their partisans, and those of 
plantations of mulberry-trees, was decided in favour of the 
former, who have abused their victory at tae expence of the 
•salubrity of the air. The rice-grounds, however, do not yet 
reach beyond Ria; the rest of the coast of Valencia stili re- 
jnhins free front their!pWmCiotb influence. 
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Lastly, solicor, a fourth species of barilla, is 
produced without cultivation, am I is used in the 
glass-houses of France, England, and Italy. 

When the plants of these different species of 
barilla have arrived at maturity, they are form¬ 
ed into heaps which are left a day or two to dry. 
They are afterwards laid, w ithotd too much pres¬ 
sure, in holes about three feet deep, and set on 
fire. The burning matter is stirred from time to 
time with long poles, and fresh plants are thrown 
in when the others are consumed. When they 
arc supposed to he completely burned, the holes 
are covered with earth, and the barilla is left to 
cool. It is too often adulterated by the admix¬ 
ture of other plants which grow in the same soil. 
The ashes produced by this burning arc the ba¬ 
rilla in lumps, in which form it is exported. 

Oil is one of the most abundant productions of 
the kingdom of Valencia ; hut it is not allowed 
to be exported, except when the price is very low. 
Jt is generally thought to have a disagreeable 
taste and smell, and upon the whole it deserves 
that character. This imperfection is attributed 
to various causes; in the first place, to the prac¬ 
tice of bruising the fruit by the negligent man¬ 
ner in which it is gathered, instead of plucking it 
with care; Secpndlipro the custom of keeping 
the stone too lon ^M the ol'ive ; and thirdly, t<> 
the scarcity ofj&m milts, which ppeasions tbp 
olives to be left jy^fral months ip heaps, in which 
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they ferment, aiicl rot before the juice is ex¬ 
pressed. 

To me this third cause appears the most im¬ 
portant as well as the most general in its opera¬ 
tion. It is one of the principal inconvemencies 
of the feudal system, which still oppresses a great 
portion of Spain. In the kingdom of Valencia, 
in particular, there are few landed proprietors 
but what have their exclusive ovens and mills, 
either for corn or olives. Now the mills of the 
latter class are far from being sufficiently nume¬ 
rous for the growers of olives, and they are not at 
liberty to build others for their own use. The 
oil of Valencia must therefore be of inferior qua¬ 
lity, as long as its inhabitants are not released from 
these galling restrictions. Some, however, suc¬ 
ceed by care and precaution, in producing an oil, 
which in the opinion of competent judges, is not 
much inferior to that of Provetice.* 

TJie Valencia ns fail not to derive advantage 
from all the productions of their soil. They 
have a kind of earth, of which they make squares 
or tiles of colored jfljfcft-ware, called nzutejos, 
which are manufac ljW fl only at Valencia. They 
are used to pave atm Cover the walls of apart- 
•; ' 

* Some improvement has been made in the manufacture of 
’ .oil, especially in the environs of Alicante. At Eiche, for ex¬ 
ample, and on the hills adjacent to that little town, is mad; ,1 
' virgin oil, limpid as water, and which is not surpassed by the 
’ best oils of Provence. 
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lent*. The most complicated' fiit'jJCCfc &$ltt8S* 
querades, bull-fights, &r. are painted upon them. 

Esparto, though one of the most common pro¬ 
ductions of the country, is of very great utility 
to the inhabitants, who make wdh it mats and 
cordage. Great quantities of fhV a»tide were 
formerly sent to the French ports in * Mediter¬ 
ranean, but the exportation of it was forbidden 
in 17S3. This prohibition produced remon¬ 
strance?. It was asserted that the country could 
pot possibly make use of all (he opavfo grown 
there. The government, in consequence, allow¬ 
ed certain individuals to exj ort considerable 
Quantities, and our ports of Toulon and Mar¬ 
seilles, where it is much used in the dock-yards 
and arsenals, reaped the advantage of Uiis per¬ 
mission. 

The industry of the Valencia^, even avails 
itself of the aloe, a parasitical plant, which seems 
to have been designed only for ornament aqd for 
iucloMifes. From its long and ver- thick leaves 
they procure a kind of thread, with which alley 
make bridles and oilier article's. 

They likewise export pop of the wool of the 
second quality which thef| territory produces. 
The sheep which furnish it pry cMt-fly kept in the 
'vicinity of Gat>«Ua., and in the port of that town 
it is shipped for Marseilles, together with nu¬ 
merous cargoes of dried fruits, aniseed, and cochi¬ 
neal raised in the country. 
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Finally, their abundant crops, of oranges, le¬ 
mons, raisins, and figs, and above all their wines 
and brandies furnish them with articles for a pro¬ 
digious exportation. 

In the Kingdom of Valencia, industry is not 
cramped and oppressed, as in the provinces of 
the crown of Castile, by royal imposts. None of 
those comprehends! under the denomination of 
rentas pruviuciulca. are known here; in tire place 
of all these there is only the equivu'ailc, a direct 
tax on all property of what nature soever it ntay 
he. It is rated with great accuracy in each town¬ 
ship by the board, called the ntadurin dc mo- 
pios etarbilrios, and the fax, which is moderate, 
is gathered by a collector, denominated alcalde. 
On the oilier hand the Valenciaus are subject to 
very heavy feudal services, and seignoria) im¬ 
posts levied in kind on the produce of the soil, 
amounting to a seventh, a sixth, and in some 
places to a fourth of the whole crop. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Buildings of Valencia. Canals. Irrigation. JVeut 
Port. Silks. Slate of Manufactures. 

Let us now enter Valencia and survey tlie 
most remarkable objects in that city. 

Its exchange is a spacious structure, where the 
merchants and manufacturers assemble, and 
where the chief, nay almost the only subject of 
their conversation and bargains, is the most va¬ 
luable production of the country, silk. 

The arts and belles lettres arc seldom cultivat¬ 
ed in manufacturing and commercial cities. Va¬ 
lencia, nevertheless, has a public' library, that of 
the archbishop, which also contains a collection 
of statues and antique busts. 

The last archbishop of Valencia was of a cha¬ 
racter so austere, as to make him an enemy to all 
profane pleasures. Ili^.scruples diminished the 
value of this collection, by causing some of the 
statues which compp|e'it to be mutilated. The 
theatre of Saragdlp having been burned by 
lightning, he obhjpPa an order for shutting up. 
that of Valencgpmnd building houses upon the 
scite which it c^upied. 
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Since his death, the lovers of the stage have 
begun to erect a new theatre, under the direction 
of Fontana, a skilful architect, who, some years 
since was invited to Madrid, to execute the em¬ 
bellishments of the palace.* 

The Beal, the residence of the Captain-gene¬ 
ral, is more remarkable for its fine position than 
for its beauty. It is an ancient and extensive edi¬ 
fice, situated in tin* most, remarkable quarter. 
Between the walls of the cit y and the suburb* 
runs on this side a long vacant space, to which 
you are led by five bridges over the Guadala- 
viar. If the current of that river filled its chan¬ 
nel, it would be difficult to imagine a finer point 
of view ; but before it reaches Valencia, it is ex¬ 
tremely reduced by the abundant, contributions 
which it has paid in its course. It is this river 
that furnishes the greatest part of the water for 
the irrigation of this fertile country. This sys¬ 
tem of irrigation is superintended by a police 
which cannot be too highly admired. The differ¬ 
ent cuts made from the river feed several canals for 
irrigation, or uzCquias, which diffuse their bene 
fits over all the adjacent lands. Each UUKl • 
holder previously knows the very day and hour 
at which he is to receive the salutary supply. 
He then opens his sluice and admits the water 
/Into the little canals ‘which border his grounds, 

* This theatre is finished, bat Valencia is still without any 
dramatic exhibition. 
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and which he is obliged by an express law id 
cleanse twice a year. Four mcquias are cut from 
the Guadaiaviar at different heights. The prin¬ 
cipal becdus at Gestalgar, and hears the name of 
Moncada, a town four leagues from Valencia, 
where the board for the management of that aze- 
qv.ia is established ; for in ibis kingdom the canals 
far irrigation constitute an important object of 
. the general police, and in (Iso capital there is a 
tribunal for the sole purpose enforcing the 
laws relative xo ii. and ponwhing the delimjnents. 
It meets in ilu \ ■ riheie of the cathedral, and 
notwithstanding (tv rbno4 rustic simplicity of 
its members, who are all farmers, they know per¬ 
fectly well howto command respect. 

This general and periodical irrigation is cer¬ 
tainly attended, with great advantages. It main¬ 
tains verdure and fertility ; it multiplies produc¬ 
tions to such a degree, that the soil is continually 
cox sad with fruits ; that the mulberry-trees are 
thrice stripped of their leaves; tit at the fields of 
clover and luccm are mown eight or feu times a 
year; that the earth, not content with bearing 
forests of olive and mulberry-trees, at the same.- 
time nourishes straw berries^ corn and pulse be¬ 
neath their shade. But .i|§rs mode of watering is 
likewise accompanied with serious inconvenien¬ 
ces. This artificial fe^^ity gives not to the 
plants that substance vaKh they receive from 
waiuni alone. Aceordp|‘Jy the alimentary sub- 
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fiances of Valencia are in general much less nu¬ 
tritious than those of Castile. This profusion of 
water, which changes the nature of the plants, 
seems also to extend to the animal kingdom. 
Malignity ha- gone still further, at the ex pence of 
the human species, and even of the fair sex, and 
Isas c.ompt i-t a the following lines, to which I am 
by no means exposed to subscribe: 

in V..twin 'Mine csluerb.i, i.i Menu iigna, 
t,ct ik.ml'r;** O.-ty. y las ana-.' •• s 1.. 

Near file hank 1 ; of the ftim! t-uvicr, are the 
finest wj’ks of Vales;-ia, the . U,:.;:cda, Jtn-h!e 
Olu'rtc, and the rnaa to Cmo, a small village on 
the m.vi .-'.ere, about ha! fa league from the city. 

For 4' long time Valencia had no other port 
than the had 'roadstead opposite Grao. Small 
tcsccIh could teidom approach nearer than half a 
league, and chips with three masts were scarcely 
ever seen thorn Their cargoes were unlead¬ 
ed into barges which were rowed close to the 
shore, and then drawn by oxen upon the beach. 
Valencia, therefore, wanted nothing but a har¬ 
bour to render it one of the most flourishing 
cities iu Spain. V ithiu these ten or twelve 
years efforts have been made to procure it this 
advantage. This undertaking has been confided 

* In Valencia flesh-ment is grass, grass is water 5 men are 
women, and women nothing.. 
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to an able engineer, a pupil of Don Thomas 
Muiioz. Every thing conspired to crown it with 
success; the special protection of Don Louis de 
Urbina, the new captain-general of the province, 
the voluntary contributions of the merchants and 
manufacturers, and an advance of five millions 
of reals made by the bank of St. Charles. The 
new port, will have eighteen feet of water, and 
will be capable of admitting large frigates. It 
has been formed not by digging away the beach, 
hut by raising the water of the sea by aitificiai 
means similar to those to which the French had 
recourse in the construction of the port of Cher¬ 
bourg.* 

The coast of Valencia will, therefore, cease 
to be the terror of mariners from one extremity 
to the other; for before this recent undertaking, 
it bad not a single good harbour. From the Ai- 
faques at the mouth of the Ebro, to Carthagena, 
there were no roads but those of Alicant and 
Santa Poia, where the anchorage was at all sale 

* The works of this port have been continued, but not with 
a success answerable to the first expectations. A duty was 
laid upon silks towards defraying the expences of this under¬ 
taking. Various other funds were, set apart for the sanie pur¬ 
pose, but the tempests of winter destroy what has been done 
in summer. The winds are continually choking up the en¬ 
trance of the port with sand-bank», and it is to "be feared that 
all the money hitherto expended has been absolutely thrown 
away. 



op Spain. 257 

of which could afford shelter to vessels in cases of 
necessity. 

During the administration of Count d’Luanda, 
au establishment was projected upon this coast, 
hut it disappointed the expectations that were 
formed respecting it. A great number of Spa¬ 
nish slaves languished in Ihe chains of the Alge¬ 
rines, in 1 lie island of Tabarca Charles Ill. 
ransomed them and allotted them an asvlum in a 
small desert islaud to the south of Alicant, which, 
upon this occasion, received the name of JS'ucva 
Tabarca. The attempt was praiseworthy, but it 
proved unsuccessful. Nature, by refusing this 
island wood, stone, earth, and water, seems to 
have doomed it to remain perpetually desert. 

The new port ofGrao holds forth more pVasing 
prospects. It is likely to bp much frequented,, 
and will doubtless do cousiderabie injury to the 
commerce of Alicant. Even before its con¬ 
struction, nothing could be more delightful that*, 
the road from Valencia to Grao; but this smalt- 
village was inhabited only bv fishermen, and 
towards the north the slioie wav lined with mi¬ 
serable huts. - Great part of them-having been 
consumed by fire, and all the proprietors being 
Obliged tb rebuild them on a new plan, hand¬ 
some uniform houses have risen upon their site, 
and will soon form a new town, which will add 
not a little to the embellishments'tbf the environs 
oC Valencia. 

vol. xii. 
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From the top of a tower contiguous to the ca¬ 
thedral, called the Miquclet, you may enjoy an 
enchanting view of Valencia, and its territory. 
TLu city sceuis to stand in the midst of a prodi¬ 
gious orchard, over which are scattered number¬ 
less villages and hamlets, lienee you behold the 
Guadalaviar slowly propelling tlie scanty rem¬ 
nant of its waters to the sea. Hence you may 
likewise perceive the Albufera, a lake w Inch dis¬ 
charges itself by means of a very narrow channel 
into the Mediterranean and which at a certain 
distance, as also in the map, has the appearance 
of a gulf. Tins lake abounds iu aquatic birds, 
which the ' alcnciaiis take great delight in shoot¬ 
ing. In Ibis sport they particularly indulge 
twice in the” mouth of November. At this 
season the lake is covered with water-fowl, 
teal, and wild ducks. The sportsmen pursue 
them in boats, and oblige them to take shelter 
among the reeds; at length finding themselves 
too closely pressed, the birds rise in flocks, and 
are killed in great numbers. The Albufera be¬ 
longs to the king, w ho lets it for twelve thousand 
piastres, and the farmer sells permission to shoot 
there for a stated sum. 

The cathedral of Valencia, though highly ex¬ 
tolled, is an edifice rather elegant than mag¬ 
nificent, the walls of which are covered with 
stucco, in conijMalipents bordered with gold. It 
-contains, among other good pictures; some of the 
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performances of Joanes, one of the best Spanish 

painters of the second rank. Great encomiums 

are likewise bestowed on the Temple, a moderti 

church, in a noble and simple style, and on the 

Coliesre del Patriarca, whose church, which .vould 
* 

be hand Kune were it less obscured with smoke, 
posses -Cf anch shrine, which is shewn with much 
ceremony to {lie curious, and even to those who 
have no , ’We for uch articles. 

Some other ■-•bun hes likewise contain pictures 
by .Tonnes, Hi»aha, arc! Orrer.to, the three most 
eminent painters of Valencia. 

But what particularly disj.tr..rinshes the city 
and kingdom of Valencia is their menu futures. 
We shall say but a few words concerning those of 
woollen cloth, though they contribute much to 
the prosperity of a portion of this kingdom, the 
mountainous region towards the west. Here arc 
buried, as it were, the manufactories of Enguera, 
Ontinicnte, Concenteyna, and AIoov. They con¬ 
sume the great er part of the wool of the country, 
which, though of inferior quality, makes very 
good common cloth, and is even in great request 
for the manufactures of Languedoc. But it is 
the silk manufactures of Valencia that render this 
country so flourishing. Twenty-five years ago it 
produced a greater quantity of silk than it. was able 
to manufacture; * and it was then difficult to 

* It is computed that the quantity of silk manufactured one 
year with another in Valencia amounts to one million pounds. 
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conceive wliy government should throw such ob¬ 
stacles in the way of its exportation. Now that 
the number of looms is nearly double what it 
was at that period, there is sutlicieut reason 
for prohibiting the export of silk. It has even 
been found necessary to import this article from 
Italy, and sometimes from France ; as for in¬ 
stance, after the bad season of 1784, and when 
the French manufactures have been in want of 
hands. But, notwithstanding the vigilance of the 
administration, part of the silk of Valencia buds 
its wav out of the kingdom. Its exportation to 
the other provinces of Spain is not forbidden. A 
much more considerable portion than it is able to 
manufacture is seot to Andalusia ; and it is well 
known that some of it, wafted down the Guadal¬ 
quivir, is conveyed to England. 

The increase of the silk manufactures of late- 
years, has tended to encourage in an extraordinary 
degree the cultivation of mulberry-trees. They 
are every where planted, and are every where 
found to thrive. A few years since, there was a 
large barren tract between Valencia and Murvie- 
dro, called the Arenal. It is now covered with 
mulberry-trees. All the landholders pay particu¬ 
lar attention to their cultivation. 1 was told 
of one who collects annually twenty pounds 
weight of the eggs of silk-worms, and has a suf- 
Hcieut number ‘of mulberry-trees to support them. 
It is common enough to meet with persons who 
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raise five, six, or seven pounds of eggs. It may 
Hot be amiss to observe, that ail these trees are of 
the white kind (morcras ); tor, in some of the 
provinces of Spain, as, for instance, in the king¬ 
dom of Granada, there are] black mulberry-trees 
(morales), whose leaves produce a silk very little 
inferior to that of the white ones. 

The leaves of tin' latter are sold at the rate r r 
about 270 French livres per cargo. These leaves 
are gathered once, twice, and at most, thrice a 
year ; but the last are seldom so abundant, or of 
such good quality as the first. In so temperate 
a climate; the season for gathering the leaves of 
the mulberry lasts the greater part of the year, but 
tire trees must only be stripped at certain inter¬ 
vals, and in proportion to the consumption of 
the silk-worms. All these naked trunks, whose 
number increases as the season advances, disfigure 
the plains otherwise so-verdant and so fertile. 

The silk of Valencia may be compared, in re¬ 
spect to fineness, with the best in Europe, but, 
the spinning is still imperfect, because it is di¬ 
vided among thousands of hands, and conse¬ 
quently is not executed in a uniform manner 
Hence the inequalities of their stuffs ; and on this 
account tiie Spanish silk imported into France is 
never made use of iu any fine work. 

Every body knows that the beauty of the stuffs 
principally depends on the manner in which the 
filk is wound .from the cocoon. This first wind- 
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ing is performed in three different ways, accord* 
ing to the instrument employed for the purpose. 
The method which has been, and is still prac¬ 
tised in Spain, is attended with this defect, that 
the little threads of six, seven, or eight cocoons, 
which are wound off at once, form a single thread 
upon a small bobbin, without having been previ¬ 
ously rubbed against each other. The conse- 
quencc is, that the silk thread thus formed re¬ 
mains rough, and easily unravels. The second 
mode of winding is that common in Piedmont, 
by which each thread of silk is joined to another, 
and is not separated from it until it has been 
twisted round it four or live times. 

The third manner, that of Vaucansou, is an 
improvement upon the latter. U pon the bobbin 
which he invented, (he two threads of silk, after 
their fust twisting, join a second time for the same 
purpose. This operation is called the double 
crossing. 

If these threads, thus wound upon the spindles, 
arc intended for the woof, they are fixed in a ma¬ 
chine with several stories, where they are sepa¬ 
rately twisted. They are then removed to ano¬ 
ther machine, where they are twisted together, 
after which they are.fit to be used in the loom. 
Those for the warp are not twisted till the mo¬ 
ment when they are joined together. 

Eut before the. threads are twisted two and 
two, they undergo an operation called the breve. 
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which consists in spreading them over a large 
cauldron, in which several viscous ingredients 
are kept boiling, and the steam from which pre¬ 
pares them to adhere to each other. They are 
then carried to the twisting machine. The silk, 
after passing through the machine, is called organ- 
zinc. It is in this state only that it is allowed to 
be exported from Piedmont, where the operation 
of twisting w as performed better than in any other 
country previous to the improvement introduced 
by Yaucanson. The method of that skilful me¬ 
chanician, who extended his views to all the ope¬ 
rations relative to the manufacture of silk, is ex¬ 
clusively followed at Lyons ; but the bobbins for 
double crossing, which go by his name, can only 
be used for the silk of the country, because fo¬ 
reign silk, which for the most part is used in Jiese 
manufactures, in order to be exported, must be 
reduced to organzinc. 

Machines for sparing manual labour have long 
been in use at Valencia, as well as at Talavera de 
la Reyna, where I have seen a single wheels ct iu 
motion a thousand of those small spindles on 
which the threads of silk are wound. Those of 
Valencia are smaller, because that city docs not 
cont ain, like Talavera, a royal manufactory, where 
all the operations are performed under one roof. 
In the former, each manufacturer has his work¬ 
people, and the machines necessary for his busi¬ 
ness scattered in different quarters. 



264 MODERN STATE 

With respect to spinning, however, the Spa¬ 
niards 'adhere to their defective method with 
an obstinacy which the government has of late 
years attempted to subdue. In 1781, a French 
merchant settled at Madrid agreed to supply first 
the manufacturers of Murcia and Valencia, and 
successively any others that should require it, 
with Vaucanson’s bobbins. But the idleness of 
the Spanish manufacturers producing an aversion 
to the use of silk, which, when thus wound, is 
closer and finer, and which requires greater care 
in the weaving without an increase of profit in 
proportion to the trouble, it was found necessary 
to employ French hands in the first experiment^ 
of this kind. 

A-n intelligent, manufacturer of the name of La 
Payesse, began upwards of twenty years ago to 
make these experiments on a large scale in a manu¬ 
factory which he established at La Milanesa, near 
Valencia ; but the silk wound, spun, and orgau- 
z'mod according to Vaucanson’s method proving 
from fifty to sixty reals a pound dearer than that 
prepared in the Spanish way, had less sale; and 
this worthy citizen was by no means indemnified 
for the expcncc he had been at. Nevertheless he 
was not discouraged, lie called in theory to the 
aid of practice, and published a treatise On the 
Art of winding, spinning, doubling, and twisting 
Silk, according to Vaucanson’s Method. He even 
offered to direct the proprietors of silk-worms in 
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4hcir experiments; but there is every reason to 
fear they wiii prove unavailing as long as all the 
implements made use of in the Spanish manufac¬ 
tures have defects which arc so glaring to all per¬ 
sons acquainted with the subject, but of which 
the government seems not to be perfectly aware. 
It must however he acknowledged, that the art of 
watering silks has been brought to as great per¬ 
fection at Valencia as in any part of Euro]»e. 
The Valencians owe this superiority to one of 
their countrymen, Don Manuel Foz, an enlight¬ 
ened manufacturer, who learned the secret of the 
natives of the Levant, during a tour in Turkey 
undertaken expressly for that purpose. 

But the other branches of the manufactures of 
Valencia have not for some years been improved 
so much as there was reason to expect.. The 
fault lies in the system which the Spanish go¬ 
vernment pursues in regard to silks, and in the 
almost unconquerable attachment of the Yalcn- 
cians to the ancient processes. 

The Patriotic Society of Valencia has, never¬ 
theless, endeavoured, of late years, to contribute 
to the advancement of industry.* None of these 
Spanish societies has directed its attention with 

* In spite of the exhortations and the rewards given by this 
society, the cultivation of the mulberry-tree has, of late years, 
rather diminished than increased, because it is not sufficiently 
encouraged by government, and efficacious measures are not 
adopted for putting a stop to the extension to the rice-grounds. 
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greater perseverance and success to useful esta¬ 
blishments. It encourages the cultivation of the 
mulberry-tree, and improvements in the prepara¬ 
tion of silk ; and adjudges prizes to the inventors 
of new machines which simplify the processes of 
the art. 

The commerce of Valencia has sustained con¬ 
siderable injury from the two successive wars 
between Spain and England. Its port has almost 
entirely ceased to be frequented, and tire produc¬ 
tions of this beautiful country have experienced 
a considerable diminution both in their price and 
in their sale. The price of a pound of silk, for 
instance, has fallen from five to three piastres, 
which proves the truth of what we have already 
observed, that, notwithstanding the prohibition, a 
great quantity of silk is, in time of peace, export¬ 
ed from Valencia, 
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En virons of J alencta. Bcnimamct. Burjasot . 
Carthusian Convents. Murviedro, the ancient 
Sagimtim. Coast o f the Kingdom o f l alaicia „ 
Modern Establishment of San Carlos. Passage 
of the Ebro. 

In the fine season, which in the kingdom of 
Valencia lasts almost the whole year, the envi¬ 
rons of its capital are truly delightful. Number¬ 
less handsome rural habitations attract the notice 
of travellers, I would recommend to them in 
particular to Visit the village of Bcnimamct, half 
a league from Valencia, and among its country- 
houses, that which was occupied about twenty 
years ago by Don Pedro Mayoral, a canon of the 
cathedral. It stands upon an eminence, in the 
center of a garden where orange and lemon trees 
diffuse their fragrant perfumes through the purest 
atmosphere. The coolness of the alleys, the va¬ 
riety of prospects, the fertility which appears on 
every side, render it an enchanting retreat. Here, 
and iu a hundred other places in the kingdom of 
Valencia, we are convinced of the truth of the 
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observation of a native of Sweden, * with whom 
J was acquainted at Paris, in the quality of am- 

* I allude to the Count de Creutz,, who arrived in Spain as 
minister from Sweden in 17 O-I, anil resided several years in that 
country. He was the writer of the letter dated Madrid, Fe¬ 
bruary 4th, 17 ( 35 , and inserted in the last volume of the post¬ 
humous works of MarmouteJ. The Count de Creutz there 
describes Spain in a spirit of invectne rather than in that of a 
judicious observer. Ilis rude sketch even exhibits various fea¬ 
tures which are at least highly caricatured, if not utterly false. 
Tn proof of this assertion, 1 shall quote the following passage : 
“ 1'he inhabitants of this dreary region, plunged in darkness 
and the most disgraceful ignorance, are. proud of their blind¬ 
ness. Freedom of thought and action appears to them an ob¬ 
ject of contempt. Their genius, parched up like their plains, 
produces nothing but shapeless embryos, and rises only by leaps 
and bounds. The common people, whose subsistence is con¬ 
sumed by the monks, crushed by the immense weight of su¬ 
perstition and of arbitrary power, stagnate in idleness and indi¬ 
gence, and have not even the courage to complain.” Had a 
Frenchman expressed such an opinion respecting Spain, even i:i 
3 705, would lie ever have been forgiven for it to the south of 
the Pyrenees ? 

Further on the Count de Creutz shews much less severity 
when speaking of the inquisition, which, just at the period 
when he wrote, was exposed to the most vehement attacks of 
philosophy. “ This tribunal,” says he, “ which struck terror 
into kings themselves, is now a mere phantom, incapable of 
frightening even a child.” 

And it is a philosopher, a prolcstant who thus expresses him¬ 
self concerning the inquisition! The truth however is, that 
this philosopher, this protestant, was guilty of a little exagge¬ 
ration in J 765 . The holy office was assuredly less for¬ 
midable then than under Philip IV.; though its thunder■, 
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bassador from his court, when he said: " In that 
highly-favoured region we forget every thing, 
even our native country, business and all. A 
person is no longer a husband, a father, or a friend ; 
he is a being cut off from the rest of his fellow- 
creatures, feasting on the beauties of nature, and 
drinking deeply of the happiness of existence. 5 ’ 
In the garden which reminds me of this exagge¬ 
ration, and which would justify it, if any thing 
could, 1 received, ou my first visit to Valencia, 
stub a welcome from the excellent Canon 
.Mayoral, as I shall never forget. Ilis soul and 
his countenance seemed to partake of the serenity 
which reigned around him. He was profuse in 
his attentions to me, as nature had been liberal to 
him of her blessings, lie is no more. Sit illi 
terra lex is. 

A quarter of a league from Benimanict is Bur- 
jasot, another village, in a more elevated situa¬ 
tion. Besides the tomb of Mademoiselle 1’Adve- 
nant, a celebrated actress, the io Couvrcur of 
.Spain ; lmt who, more fortunate than the latter, 
obtained without difficulty an asylum at the foot 

i 

bolts were launched at very lew, il s: i" continued to frighten 
children, and even a good many adult.:. 

Ten or twelve years later, at the time of the confinement of 
JU. Oktvidc, the Count de Creutz would doubtless have altered 
his sentiments, but then lie would have run'into the opposite 
extreme. The Count was one of the best poets of his country ; 
and poets, even when they write in prose, seldom pique them¬ 
selves uu a strict adherence to truth. 
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of the altar, travellers are shewn, as one of the? 
curiosities of the country, the Sichas or Silhos, 
which are large excavations, from twenty-five 
to thirty-five feet deep, in the form of prodigi¬ 
ous jars, lined internally with free-stone. They 
were constructed by the Moors, for the purpose 
of storing their grain in them. The modern 
Valeneians apply them to their original destina¬ 
tion. 

Twenty other situations around Valencia are 
deserving of the notice of travellers. If they 
would wish to see a beautiful Franciscan convent, 
let them pay a visit to that, of San Miguel do log 
Re yes. They may make an excursion to three 
Carthusian monasteries in the environs of Valen¬ 
cia, all of which are in charming situations. 
One of these, called Porta Ccli, is worthy of 
particular mention; everything there announces 
abundance; every thing tends, to produce sere¬ 
nity of soul. Had we even r owed enmity to the 
monastic life, wc could not help feeling a certain 
degree of interest for these silent recluses, who 
cannot be accused of neglecting the gifts which 
nature has poured forth around their habitation. 
Austere only in what regards themselves, their 
peaceful and laborious lives cannot justly be 
looked upon as useless to the community at large., 
I went into some of their cells, which are re¬ 
markable for cleanliness and elegant simplicity. 
I likewise paid a visit to their burial-ground. 
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the modest inelosure of which 13 formed by palm 
trees that overshadow their tombs. Rose-bushes 
were planted around them, as if to prevent their 
remains from infecting the air which is respired 
in this sacred spot. 1 regretted that men have not 
every where endcavon/ed in the same way, to ex¬ 
hibit death under a less hideous form, and to banish 
from the grave those images winch render it so 
frightful. W hy, thought 1, should we be at such 
pains to strew with funereal objects, and to sur¬ 
round with horrors, a path which w r e arc all 
doomed to tread ? Why not rather smooth this 
passage for each other, that we may descend to 
the tomb, if not \\ itli joy, at least with serenity ? 
Far then from the bed of death, far from the 
graves of the departed, be every thing that is cal¬ 
culated to excite gloomy apprehensions in the 
minds of the survivors! Let us enjoy without ex¬ 
cess, and consequently without remorse, the 
blessings which the earth affords ; and when the 
organized dust, which for a few moments is ani¬ 
mated by the breath of life, shall be required of 
us by that common mother of mankind, let it 
serve to fertilize her bosom, and, if possible, to 
embellish her surface! 

But let us leave Valencia, and the beautiful 
scenery around it, and continue our jourrffcj to 
Barcelona. 

After passing through Valencia, the first ye- 
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markable place which the traveller comes to ii 
the ancient Saguntum, now called Murviedro. 
The castles which command the town may be 
seen at the distance of two leagues. You would 
take them at first for the remains of the ramparts 
which the intrepid Saguntines defended with such 
obstinacy against the Carthaginian hero; but 
you afterwards learn that they were erected by 
the Moors. On the heights upon which these 
castles are situated, they built seven fortresses, 
communicating with each other by subterraneous 
passages, some of which are yet almost entire. 
It appears that Saguntum reached no higher than 
half way up these hills, and stood chiefly in 
the plain tow ards the sea, extending considerably 
beyond the present site of Murviedro ; since Liv.y 
informs us that it was only a thousand prices from 
it, and Murviedro is a long league from the Me¬ 
diterranean. In confirmation of this opinion, it 
is remarked, that no relics of tile Caithaginians 
and Homans have been found nearer to the 
Mooiish Fortresses-than the foot of the hill upon 
which they stand. 

Stones with Phoenician or Latin inscriptions are 
still found scattered through Mmuedio. The 
latter are the most niftnerous. Some of them arc 
introduced into walls, and fi\p in excellent pre¬ 
servation may be seen in those,of a churcji. A- 
few ar?^o piqt with on the side of the hill, and 
even stilJt,higher, but they were probably tarried 
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thither by the Moors, together with other stones 
for the purpose of building. Thus in one of the 
walls of their ancient fortresses we find an antique 
statue of white marble without a head, and some 
stones with inscriptions, but in an inverted po¬ 
sition. 

The mouuments, whose ruins are still to be 
seen at Murviedro, were founded at the period 
when the Romans, after the valiant defence of 
the Saguntines and the destruction of their city, 
rebuilt the place, and made it one of their muni- 
cipia, one of the most flourishing towns they 
possessed out of Italy. Among other edifices, it 
contained a temple of Bacchus, some relics of 
w liich arc to be seen to the left, near the entrance 
of Murviedro. Its Mosaic pavement, which neg¬ 
ligence had nearly suffered to be lost, has been 
taken up and deposited in the arehiepiscopal li¬ 
brary. 

You may still discover the foundations of the 
ancient circus of Saguntura, upon which now 
stand the walls that serve to inclose a long suc¬ 
cession df orchards. This circus, as it is easy 
to pefreeive, extended to a small river, the bed of 
whiCh onVy remains, and which was the chord^of 
the scgWnf formed by the circus. When the 

± tides'exhibited the mock sea-fights, called 
nchia; this bed was undoubtedly filled fey 
thl'fHbides 1 of the iftighbouring canals; which 
still exist. 
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But of all that remains of ancient Saguutiun, 
nothing is in such good preservation as its the¬ 
atre. You perceive very distinctly the different 
.rows of seats occupied by the citizens according 
tp their rank* At tire bottom in the place allot¬ 
ted in our theatres to the orchestra, were the 
seats of the magistrates; next, those for the 
equestrian order ; and then those for the body of 
the people. Y r ou may still see the tvs a door¬ 
ways, by which the magistrates entered; two 
others exclusively reserved for the knights; and al¬ 
most at the top of this amphitheatre, which con¬ 
tinues without interruption, from the bottom up¬ 
wards; you observe the two passages by which 
the multitude withdrew, and which the ancients 
on that account denominated vomUoria. Lastly 
you find still entire the highest seats which were 
appropriated to the lictors and courtezans. The 
semicircular crci-t of the whole edifice is also per¬ 
fectly entire. You way even perceive, on the 
outside, the projecting 6tones, in which were in¬ 
serted the bars that served to spread the horizon¬ 
tal covering of cloth,, which sheltered the spec¬ 
tators from the sun and rain; for the ancients, 
in their public exhibitions, foresaw and provided 
for every contingency. Every person, bad a seat,,, 
and was screened from the weather. All possi¬ 
ble precautions were taken to prevent disorder. 
A place, which may still, Ufc seen, was.set apart 
for the iudircs. If anv snectator drew unna him- 
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Self their animadversion, they directed the lictors 
to seize and conduct him to a particular chamber, 
to which they had access by a private staircase. 
Here they interrogated him, and if they found 
him culpable, he was confined till the conclu¬ 
sion of the exhibition in a prison under the cham 
bter in which he was examined. 

Dean Marti, who has given a minute descrip¬ 
tion of the ancient theatre of Saguntum, com¬ 
putes the number of spectators which it was ca¬ 
pable of containing, at nine thousand. Many 
persons will find it difficult to Conceive how the 
actors Were able to make themselves heard in the 
open air by so numerous an audience. I how¬ 
ever ascertained in 1783, that this was possible, 
by going to the top of the amphitheatre, while 
certain sentences were repeated by a lad stationed 
on the spot formerly occupied by the stage. 

Of this place no vestiges then remained. Be¬ 
yond the amphitheatre* in which some of the 
stages of Seats towards the centre are considera¬ 
bly decayed, scarcely any traces of the part oc¬ 
cupied by the actors was to be found. It ex¬ 
hibited'nothing but a few trees and ruins. The 
fbofftuf the ancient stage had been converted 
info 1 an alley of mulberry~trees,wbere rope-makers 
were carrying on their walking business. No 
cafre whatever wks taken to preserve this valua¬ 
ble! thorihrtlent of antiquity. A keeper, it is 
tree, had k habitation there. Which he enlarged 
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or changed as lie thought fit. Rome families of 
poor mechanics had built within' it. wretched huts, 
for which the Romans, almost twenty centuries 
before, hail constructed walls and a roof. 
Never was Time better assisted, nay even antici¬ 
pated, in 1ms ravages. 

At length, in 1787, a beginning was made to 
retrieve theiii. The corregidor of Murviedro 
restoring animation, if I may so express myself, 
to this skeleton of a Roman theatre, caused the 
principal injuries it had sustained to be repaired, 
and restored it for a few hours to its ancient use 
by the representation of a Spanish comedy w ithin 
its walls. 

Don Louis de Urbina, one of the last cap- 
tains-general of the kingdom of Valencia, had 
in 1796 carried these repairs still further. Un¬ 
der his auspices, workmen were employed to 
render the theatre of Saguntum fit for the pur¬ 
pose for which it was brfgiriitlly designed: Don 
Francisco Hamah on da, a poet of Valencia, had 
composed a tragedy, the subject of which was 
worthy of the country and of the theatre 1 : it was 
the siege of Raguntum, that noble spirit of inde¬ 
pendence which coveted with ashes, blood, and 
glorv. this spot so dear to honour and to liberty. 
But this praiseworthy plan has been relinquish¬ 
ed ; at Icastra are assured, that all thoughts of 
restoring t$f- theatre of Saguntum are given up. 
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and that if is abandoned as before fo the observa¬ 
tions of antiquaries.* 

From the theatre, you climb to I he ancient for¬ 
tresses of the Moors, which crown the hill, and 
on the platform on the summit is an humble her¬ 
mitage, the inhabitant of which enjoys one of 
the finest prospects in Spain. It commands the 
fertile plains between Murviedro and Valencia. 
He beholds the steeples of that capital rising from 
amidst the orchards by which it is surrounded. 
Before him he has the Mediterranean, the whole 
coast of which from Murviedro to the sea-side is 
covered with vines, olive and mulberry trees. To 
the left a chain of hills bounds the horizon, and 
gradually sinks to the Mediterranean, leaving no 
other interval between them,than that occupied 
bv the road to Barcelona. 

The wine produced in the environs of Murvi¬ 
edro is strong and of a good flavour; but most 
of if is converted into brandy, which is conveyed 
in barrels to ihe small port, which is about a 
league.from the town ; therq, it is shipped for 
the north, for some other parts of Europe, espe- 
iftially Franco, and for Spanish America, which, 
sjoce live establishment of a free fjrade, affords a 
jleady market for the brandies, Qjf the coast of Va- 


Tt was ToU'ivMnfl, an English traveller, who chiefly con¬ 
tributed to feVffcife'-tlli- >fthnslenpatt«ntian that was bestowed on 
his monument of antwfuity 
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After leaving Murviedro, the road, which vra* '* 
excellent, led through prodigious plains, shaded 
with olive and carob trees, fertile vineyards, and 
scenes of the most enchanting fertility, to Castci- 
Ion dc la Plana, a village seven leagues from Va¬ 
lencia. 

At the distance of one long league from Mur- 
viedro, we hatted at Almenasra, a town agreea¬ 
bly situated on an eminence. Here l found five 
French clergymen expelled from Roussillon, to 
whom the Spanish government had given am asy¬ 
lum in a convent of Dominicans. It was natural • 
for these expatriated ecclesiastics to seek refuge 
in preference in a neighbouring country, and 
that country the catholic kingdom, by way of 
eminence. Accordingly, during a journey' of 
eighteen days, I came to very few places but what 
coutained some of them. They at first fixed 
their abode in the capitals and the chief cities of 
the peninsula, hoping to find in them more nu¬ 
merous means of subsistence t than elsewhere. 
Here they excited, the twofold interest inspired 
by pity and persecuted religion. The staunch 
catholics cteried their blind veneration for these 
victims of (tetimdog^ to such a length as to pre¬ 
fer . them! / toi tlw|jpowa priests; so that want 
obftged tbl If dfljjw e retail'at a lower price fib# 
spiritual IdgpHps ettfruated to the** care. 

» soon! triumphed < over 
that 'tfjpfrco. The Spaniiydstbok umbrage at 
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#, tbe success of these intruders ; and, either in. con¬ 
sequence of their remonstrances, or because the 
government deemed it dangerous to suffer deli¬ 
cate questions relative to the rights of sovereigns 
and subjects to be discussed bybhe mass of the 
people, it resolved to disperse tlie French eccle¬ 
siastics. Orders were issued that)they should 
not in future remain either in the metropolis, in 
the royal residences, or in the capitals of the pro¬ 
vinces. The court assigned them abodes at the 
convents in the country, and fixed the number 
of emigrants that each of them was allowed to ' 
admit. 

But to return to Almenara. From this hand¬ 
some town to Castellon de la Plana, the country 
is not quite so pleasant, though it is still popu-, 
lous, and enlivened by industry. We went 
through N ulis and Villa-Baai, two considerable 
towns, and on quitting the latter we passed, by 
means of a very fin© new bridge, over a broad 
river that was almost dry. a circumstance which 
frequently occurs in Spain, especially in sum¬ 
mer 

At Castellon you come to the end of the good 
roads. Nothing can be more abrupt than the 
transition. After you have descended an ex¬ 
tremely ragged declivity, you approach'the, s8a, 
which you beep in view. for % league.- ,You 
then pass through) *,» very steep defile, and age 
dreadfully jolted till you arrive at ib&foot of the 
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eminence, close (o the shore of the Mediterra¬ 
nean, on which is situated the castle of Oropesa 
You then proceed more smoothly for a league 
and a half to the vent a de ia Sinieta. From 
Castellon the fertility of the soil perceptibly de¬ 
creases. The country all around about the de¬ 
file of Oropesa, is utterly destitute of inhabitants, 
and exhibits a most dreary spectacle. Beyond 
this place it displays some marks of cultiva¬ 
tion; but the nigged roads continue with¬ 
out intermission to Alcala de Sibert, a kind of 
town situated on the side of a hill in a country 
neither agreeal.!:* nor fertile. 

You now again approach the Mediterranean, 
and come to the last sea-port towns of Va¬ 
lencia. 

The first that you reach, by a rough road which 
winds among the mountains, is llenicarlo, chief¬ 
ly inhabited by fishermen. Here begin the Hat 
roofs and the dialect of Catalonia, a corrupt kind 
of Spanish, which bears a considerable resem¬ 
blance to the patois of Roussillon, and without 
some knowledge of which a traveller would find 
it almost impossible to make himself understood 
in Catalfniiu. 

A long league 'from' Benicarlo is another port 
oi greater consequence, that of Viiiaroz, a large 
handsome • txjKvn; * containing eleven or tweh e 
hundred houses. > The environs of Benicarlo 
and Vinaroz arc covcrcd-with vineyards, the pro- 
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duec of which is partly converted into brandv 
for exportation. 

The wines of Beniearlo are exported to foreign 
countries, and especially to Bourdcaux, where, 
they are mixed with the French wines, for the 
purpose of adapting < ie latter to the taste of the 
consumers in England and Ireland, it has been 
caleuh*hit that of late years no less than eleven 
thousand hogsheads of these wines of Bemcario 
are sent to Bourdeuux; and it would be impolitic 
to throw any impediments in the way of this 
trade, since it is not less profitable to Franco 
than to Spain. 

Yifiarou is not, strictly speaking 1 , a sea-port; 
nevertheless, I found there about liftv vessels, 
which, instead of being moored along the shore, 
were drawn out of the water upon the Leach. 
Many of these vessels are employed in the coast¬ 
ing trade to Cadiz, and even to Marseilles, and 
some of them venture as far as the itavannah. 

, A league beyond Yifiaroz the good road again 
began in 1? 93 , at a small bridge recent! \ con¬ 
structed on the spot which forms the boundary 
between Catalonia and the kingdom of Valencia ; 
and it. continues for three leagues to Ban Carlo', 
a modern settlement which deserves some notice. 

San Carlos is situated close to the sea. "*it is 
the chief place of the establishment of the Alfa- 
ques, the appellation given to, a kind of port 
formed by the mouth of the Ebro, The Alfa- 
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ques are, properly speaking, a long narrow neck 
of land of a semicircular form, which is nothing 
but a prolongation of the right bank of the river, 
t-’aa Carlos stands opposite to the point of this 
neck of land, and it is the landing-place for this 
part of the cost. It consists of two handsome 
edifices which border the high road. A large 
oblong space separates them from another row of 
uniform houses, one of which is one of the best 
inns in Spain. It is very clean, well furnished, 
and affords good accommodation in respect to 
provisions ; but the traveller is inclined to ask 
why this inn, like so many ^others in Spain, is 
kept by natives of Milan ? The Mediterranean 
washes the foot of its walls. At the time of my 
visit in 1793, the works for the new port were 
still in band. The object of this establishment, 
begun in 17S0, was to people a peninsula, before 
deserted and; abandoned; and to render the mouth 
of the Ebro useful to commerce and navigation. 
In this narrow peninsula there were more tlia% 
two thousand acres of laud lo be distributed; but 
few colonists had settled there, because great 
part of these lands belonged to the inhabitants of 
Amposta and the neighbouring villages, who 
cultivated them without forsaking their homes. 
It was the intention of tbe government to form 
in this plac&a spacious port, and to facilitate the 
passage dp Ebro, which is much impeded be¬ 
low Amposta. this end a canal was begun 
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at the latter place, and was designed to be car¬ 
ried on in a direct line to San Carlos. This work 
was so far advanced in 1793 that all the building 
materials necessary for the new establishment 
were conveyed in barges upon it. By making 
this canal deeper it is intended to render it lit for 
the navigation from Amposta to San Carlos, so as 
to make the Ebro navigable to its mouth The 
want of money produced 6 ome relaxation in the 
prosecution of this plan. In 1793 a battery was 
begun to be erected in front of San Carlos. AH 
these works were under the direction of a native 
of Parma, named Nodin, a skilful engineer, to 
whom all their success is owing. But once more 
let us repeat the question, why do the Spaniards 
leave to the Italians the task of embellishing, of 
enlivening, and of fortifying their coasts ? 

For the rest no great progress had been made 
with this establishment in the spring of 1793, 
and will probably never answer the expectations 
0 f 3 .be court.* The largest ships may, however, 
cotnc to anchor within a musket-shot of San Car¬ 
los ; and here, during my stay, w ere disembark¬ 
ed most of the regiments proceeding from dif¬ 
ferent parts of the coast of the Mediterranean to 
Catalonia. But the air of San Carlos is un¬ 
healthy ; and it is not at the mere intimatioil of 

* This prediction is accomplished * since 1793, large sun« 
have been expended on this settlement of San Carlos, but it is 
still in a very unfinished state. 
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cities so considerable as Valencia and Barcelona, 
so near to the sea-coast, and to the mouth of a 
large river, on a road so much frequented by 
people of every description, and even of every 
nation; to find, I say, extensive districts so ’to¬ 
tally destitute Of resources, and of all the conve¬ 
niences aitd comforts which in every other conn 
try are the inseparable companions of civilization 
and luxury. This is a reflection which the most 
superficial observer cannot help making, especi¬ 
ally from the banks of the Ebro to the vicinity of 
Barcelona* I question whether a person in the 
center of Siberia; or in the neighbourhood of the 
Ckrlf of Bothnia, would think himself more com¬ 
pletely cut? off from the rest of the world. 

Attempts have, it is true, been made of late 
years, to render the road by which we are con¬ 
ducting our readers more passable. In 1802, 
the king and queen having paid a visit to Bar¬ 
celona, for the purpose of meeting the princes 
and princesses of Naples and Etruria, in order 
to'con tract a double marriage; orders w , efe‘given■ 
to* repair the road from Valencia to Barcelona ; 
hut the-hurry with which the Work was executed^ 
Was incompatible with the necessary solidity. 
Thifroad is- nevertheless one of the bestriiV Spain; 
nay; in summer, it may “even be pronounced ex¬ 
cellent, frqpk Vafencia tothc frontiers Of France; 
butsriiw&'tof rainy weather fa sufficient to ren- 
dktlMbt only difficult but dkngerous, especially 
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from Tarragon to Barcelona. The Spaniard?* 
are still almost total strangers to the art of pav¬ 
ing i neither are they very expert in the con¬ 
struction of roads, which require covering to a 
certain depth according to thq nature of the 
ground and of the materials that are employed 
for the purpose. Though there are few places 
where these may not be found of excellent qua¬ 
lity, as very hard flints, coarse gravel, and gra¬ 
nite, all they do is to spread over the middle of 
the road stones of all sizes, among which the 
strongest carriages run the risk of being broken 
to pieces ; or if their rugged surface is cotercd 
‘with a little sand, the winds and rain soon blow 
and wash it away. Such, notwithstanding toe 
recent repairs, is the road from Valencia to Bar¬ 
celona; but del us continue to shew what it 
was in 1793, and what it remained till 1S02. 

From Perellos it is but two short leagues to 
toe venta del Platera, a lonely inn embosomed 
in woods at the foot of toe mountains. We 
there met with some merchants who gave us no 
great encouragement in respect to toe journey of 
next day, especially when they saw our numerous 
company, of which two yonng children formed 
not toe Least troublesome portion. 

"VVe set out before six o'clock to encounter toe 
hardships of the day, myself on foot, my wife on 
one of the animals which we had hired at Perel- 
los, and our two children, one on either »id$ oft 
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the other, in panniers, wberofwc wrapped them 
tip as well as we could against the severity of the 
north-east wind. We thus proceeded at first for 
two leagues and:a half through a dreary coun¬ 
try, andvlben climbed in a spiral ciireetion, the 
steep mountain: vf Bulls guct, the base of i which 
is washed by: the .seat » On reaching its summit, 
v. c found ourselves at the foot: of a fort, which is 
garrisoned by a detachment of W alloon guavdss.,> 
Four leagues further, after we Isad passed 
til-rough a village onthe sea-shore, with: a tower 
and the cctnJrina<©f> an ancient castle, and several 
very rugged defifes, swo, arriye4-at, Cauibrils, a 
town ".containing three tor ! fopr* lmudred houses, 
near an incommodious Aifiach,, where a few ves- 
scUitahc i u cargoes of the wines of the country, 
Its situation is uriheajljihy, and renders tertian for 
Ters. very -frequent* This disease 

had shortly before swept away -ah the inhabitants 
offt convent of Augustlues, yylipse solitary walls 
were pointed out to us.i ,. r \ r; ■ „■ ■■ , 

A.t Oamh5rils,was, Jiie hppgef an unfpftuuate 
fatijily of pilgrjms,, iovvlm^opropany-yte asceu$- 
edith#pmu«t%ip ffj%ljggu§t.r f Theyi^ad hgeoia 
quefttpC MltMItAItnirycuilggi image 
ro^apjl returned more wrenched tytgjpjjgy. y£<?jik, 
A ipo^fTs^gpif or 4v<g,young girls, barq$M,g]pd 

'iyibfag b ■ ahd • t^'9. {W&H , 

kx f ym% 

pursued their homeward course, imp|pr- , 
ing by the way the companion of trareHer^fotgc-' 
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times more easily moved than that of heaven. 
With what melancholy reflections did these vic¬ 
tims of fortune and of superstition inspire us ! 
These forlorn objects returned on foot, without 
relief from a fatiguing ami fruitless journey, and 
vet appeared resigned ; while I presumed to com¬ 
plain of the rugged ways which jolted my car¬ 
riage, closely shut up from, the cold, well hung, 
and stored with what was necessary, useful, and 
even agreeable. I could not forbear reproaching 
myself both for these conveniencies and for my 
murmurs ; nay, I had nearly done «the same in 
respect to the modest way in which my children 
and their mother travelled. I * pacified my re¬ 
morse by a donation which was at. first received 
with gratitude and jov; but the principal pil¬ 
grim soon cooled my sy mpathy, by her impor¬ 
tunities, and her want of feeling for the poor little 
creatures whom she carried or dragged along 
with her, and ab ove all by offering to tell me my 
fortune. 1 had taken her for a religious woman, 
and an affectionate mother, and my heart was 
chilled to find that she was nothing but an art¬ 
ful gipsy. How often would the warm glow of 
compassion give place to harsher sentiments, 
if it were always aware of the character of its 
objects. But it is perhaps an ordination of 
heaven in favour of the unfortunate, that it (tt u 
quently acts with the unreflecting promptitude of 
instinct. 


voi,. m. 
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Cambrils has a bad porfc/*which is frcquonlo'd 
only by a few vessels, which flwre take in freight® 
for Cadiz, Genoa, and other places. When they 
are overtaken hereby tempestuous weather, they 
run for shelter into the little harbour of Sale, 
only half a league distant. ' ' 

Front Cambrils. wc proceeded four leagues, b\ 
a very narrow arid rugged road, and after pass¬ 
ing through the pretty town of Viliasfectl, we 
arrived at Serafima, where we put up for the 
night. 

We quifled the Ebro, on the left hank of which 
river we left Tortosa, situated on the* side of a 
mountain, four leagues from the sea. It is an 
episcopal city, containing sixteen thousand souls. 
The circumjacent country is highly cultivated, 
and from its position on the Ebro, which is deep 
enough to be navigated by large vessels, if car¬ 
ries on a considerable trade r'n corn. At the dis¬ 
tance of less than a league from this place are the 
quarries of marble, known by the name of Tor¬ 
tosa jasper. Nothing *can be more dreary and 
desert than the fifteen leagues which separate 
Ibis city front the town of Cambrils, and the road 
' fortosa to Tarragon remained'till 1789, 
one of the worst in the universe. 

Beyond Cambrils the plain bteedmes w;idcr. 
and is enlivened with numerous plantations of 
olives, carob-trees, and vines. 

A league beyond Serafina, you doftie in sight 
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of die steeples of Tarragon, an ancient city, in a 
picturesque situation, on a steep and craggy emi¬ 
nence. Founded by the Scipios, it was long the 
seat of the, Roman government in Spain, The 
sea washes its walls, and forms a small port, 
which has lost much of its trade since that of 
Ileus began to be frequented. 

Ileus is a small modern town, which industry 
has in a short space of time raised to a high de¬ 
gree of prosperity. It is an inland place about 
four leagues to the north-west of Tarragon, from 
which it is separated by one of the most fertile 
and best cultivated plains in Spain. The trade 
carried on b v the inhabitants of Ileus, is consider¬ 
able, and principally consists of commissions 
from houses at Barcelona for goods to send 
hack in return for the commodities which they 
receive from the north. Besides this, some Swe¬ 
dish, Danish, and American captains go •them- 
sehes to Reus to purchase wine and brandy for 
exportation. Tue inhabitants of this town con¬ 
vey to the little port of i?alo, and there ship the 
productions of their industry, and a plan has 
lately been proposed for digging a small canal to 
facilitate the communication between those two 
places. Reus is one of those wonderful erea> 
lions/vvhieh a traveller cannot help making a 
circuit of a few leagues to see and to admire. He 

m , • i 

will there liud, under the direction of an English 
firm, one of the finest distilleries in Europe, a 
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verv handsome theatre, some beautiful barracks, 
and a general appearance of activity and abun¬ 
dance. (»n at quantities of leather arc also made 
here, as well as at the town of Bails or Vails, 
which is only three league -> to the north cast of 
Ileus. 

The inhabitants of the ancient Tarragon are 
not idle spectators of the success of these youth¬ 
ful rivals In the hope of restoring to their 
port its primitive prosperity, they have under¬ 
taken to improvi it at their own cxpencc, In 
moles vthirh will-render it more safe and commo¬ 
dious. The, court'has enequraged them to ac- 
compli'-h thi- design by certain concessions, and 
an exemption (torn varidus duties. The wars in 
which Spain has been almost uninterruptedly 
engaged for thirteen vears, have, not deterred 
them from the prosecution of thi? patriotic work 
It has not ve( been crowned with all the success 
.that might have been expected from it; but the 
port of Tarragon nevertheless displays a renewed 
activity, and its trade cannot fail to become still 
more brisk. In the course of the year 1805 it 
was visited by one thousand seven hundred and 
fourteen vessels of all sizes, 20S with square, and 
1506 with lateen sails. Out of this number 1515 
were Spanish. By this channel Catalonia re¬ 
ceived upwards of 150,000 fanegns* of grain, 

1 >* It will be recollected that die J'anega is a corn-measure, 
the contents oi which weigh betw een 90 and 100 pounds. 
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pulse and other provisions. At this port the 
Danes, Swedes, and Americans ship part of the 
wines produced bv the adjacent country, and 
particularly of the brandy distilled there. The 
wines for which there is the greatest request 
abroad, are those grown in the extensive tract 
denominated Canq-o dc Tarragona, and in the 
vipeyareh of. Reus ; and it is in these districts 
that the greatest quantity of brandy is made. 
The inhabitants, of Tarragon are likewise about 
to open another channel of prosperity, the bene¬ 
fit of which w ill be felt throughout Arragon and 
part of Catalonia. They have recently obtained 
permission to make a road from their city to Le- 
rida, .which will'shorten by two days journey 
their communication with the interior of Ar- 
ragon. 

Just before 3011 enter Tarragon, you are oblig¬ 
ed to ford the Francoli, which, very near this, 
spot discharges itself into the sea. Tarragon was 
forint rly a fortified place. Part of its ancient 
walls are still standing. When [ passed through 
it in 179.?. a fort with thick embrasures had just 
bccu erected, for the purpose of defending at least 
the approaches from the sea. The traveller may 
pursue his way to Barcelona, without euteriti^ 
Tarragon. Wishing to have a near view of that 
celebrated city, I climbed up to it by a rugged 
path. I was struck with the beauty of its situar 
tion, but the interior of the place seemed dull and 
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desert. The avenues on ei’erv side are encuni- 

•/ 

bored with rocks and the approach is extremely 
difficult for carriages. The cathedral is a hand¬ 
some edifice, but gloomy, and supported % co¬ 
lumns of prodigious size. ! 

Tarragon abounds in relics of Roman monu¬ 
ments. Such are the remains of a circus, and of 
an amphitheatre, the ruins of a palace of the em¬ 
peror Augustus, a great number of Roman in¬ 
scriptions, and .in particular the vestiges of ah 
aqueduct, betwggh six and seven -league,® in 
length, which it was proposed to repair in 1782. 

On quisling the city by the gate which leads 
to Barcelona, you return by an abrupt descent 
into the high road. ' The environs of Tarragon 
are nevertheless agreeable and populous.. Hand¬ 
some houses extend in' almost uninterrupted suc¬ 
cession from the city to the hamlet of La Figa- 
retta, which is a short league distant from it. 

Two long leagues further, you pass under a 


beautiful triumphal arch, which though doubt¬ 
less formerly designed to commemorate some ex¬ 
ploit, in a frequented spot, stands at present quite 
detached in the midst of a lonely country. It is 
in good preservation, except the capitals, which 
*er*ui to have been of the Corinthian order, and 
which some attempts have been made to restore. 
The Spanish antiquaries have no hesitation in as¬ 
cribing it to the t tine of Trajan. A league to the 
right of the road is another monuipent much 
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more decayed, and fenowu by the appellation of 
tiic tower of the Scjpjos, because tradition asserts 
that two, Romans of that name were there in¬ 
terred*, Though ail its figures are defaced hy 
time*, the spectator may still distinguish two 
slaves in the attitude of grief. 

A, little beyond the triumphal arch, you come 
to the handsome village of Altafoll'a, in a charm¬ 
ing situation and to another called Torre del Em- 
harr, seated on an eminence by the sea-side. The 
latter has a kind of road which is visited by a few 
vessels. 

, All this country through which wc travelled in 
the beginning of March, which, in Catalonia, is 
, the most agreeable season of the year, was parti¬ 
cularly pleasant on account of the mildness of 

the air, the variety of cultivation, and the beauty 

* 

of rpany situations. We had nothing to find 
fault, with but the roughness of the roads. This 
cause of complaint has been, in a great measure, 
removed by the works undertaken in E'()2. 

A few leagues beyond Torre del Embarr, is 
the large village of Vendrell, where Auhert, the 
French consul at Barcelona had some possessions. 
With pleasure I observed iu its neighbourhood, 
ahawlsome newly built mansion, that really deserv¬ 
ed thcuapicofacountry-iiouse, agreeably situated 
on the sidp of a hill. 1 was informed that it, hud 
been recently erected, and was constantly ipha->- 
Uitctl by M. Per a do Soules, who, unlike most 
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of his countrymen,, had exclusively devoted his 
life to the pursuits of rural eco«tomy. In a coun¬ 
try where the fine season lasts nine or ten months 
of the year, where the winter is scarcely felt and 
never totally divests the fields of their verdure, 
it is rather extraordinary that this preference of 
a country life should be so rare. •>. :■ ft 

Beyond Vendrell you proceed through a. na¬ 
ked country- to the handsome village of Villa- 
franea, and on leaving,t^bat place, you have before 
you a chain of mountains which bounds the ho¬ 
rizon on almost every side. Here is-situated the 
celebrated convent of Montserrat, the solitary 
abode of those recluseswbo have engaged the at¬ 
tention of more than one traveller, and among, 
whom I was informed that some French prelates 
had shortly before taken refuge. 

The monastery of Montserrat is eight league* 
to the north-wester Barcelona. The only place 
worthy of notice in Vt^is interval, is the town of 
, Terrasa, known for its manufactures of fine wool¬ 
len cloths. On the brow of a lofty mountain is 
jsituated the convent adjoining to the church, 
.-•which is one of the most remarkable monument* 
of sumptuous devotion, It contains eighty silver 
lamp <( s, chandeliers, shrines, crosses, busts of the 
same metal, erowms enriched with precious stones, 
and magnificent apparel, all appropriated, to the 
decoration of a wonder-working image of the 
blessed Virgin. 
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What extravagant profusion in the, midst of a 
country, where ministry yet requires so much en r 
eourageuicut! I am not the advocate either'for 
the profanation or the forcible plunder of tettv 
ptes. These abrupt reformations, these pa¬ 
roxysms of persecution, presuppose and; are at¬ 
tended with oilier excesses. Commanded per¬ 
haps hy reason, they are accomplished by mad- 
ness/attdthe scandal which they occasion, is one 
of tfie least of the evils that result from them. 
Buts thought l,wcre those treasures, now so use¬ 
lessly hoarded up, applied to the facilitating of 
the coiinriunicatlda between Valencia and Bar¬ 
celona, and between Barcelona and Saragossa, 
to the improvenlebtof the interior of Catalonia, of 
■which too favourable bn opinion is formed by 
those who have seen bathing of it but the coasts, 
-they would not confer less honor on the image to 
which they are consecrated, beither would those 
to whose care tliey are entrusted be less happy 
or less revered. ’ '# 

The recluses of Montserrat are thirteen or four¬ 
teen in number. Their hermitages are scattei^d 
over the side of the mountain, and occupy a space 
of near two leagues- up to its summit. The high¬ 
est, that of St. Jerome, commands a magnificent 
,\iew over plains of immense extent. From this 
spot tit##y«-CXpatiutes over rivers, whose courses 
it pursues, cities, islands, and the expanded Bbifdni 
of the Mediterranean. The tenants of these sbh- 
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tary retreats cannot be supposed to have ranch re¬ 
lish for bcauiicswhic.h daily meet their view: 
but setting aside that devotion which has been 
so bitterly calumniated, but whose illusions would 
embellish the most dreary desert, they .here lead 
a tranquil and even agreeable life, without hav¬ 
ing any prescribed task to perform, w ithout any 
anxiety in respect to a livelihood, without remorse, 
but not without austerity. In the midst of their 
useless wealth, in the bosom of abundance, they 
limit themselves to a happy mediocrity, and 
the hospitality- which 1 they • shew to travellers 
is almost, their only expence; Philosophy might 
proscribe, and policy atterript to reform, but 
cruelty alone could find in its heart to curse 
them; But to return to the route to Barcelona. 

Beyond ' Villa (Vane a the road was already 
marked out and even begun 'upon, but it was at 
that time so exceedingly- neglected, so dreadfully 
encumbered vitli rocks, that a hundred times f. 
wished it had not yet been planned except upon 
paper. The bridges were, the only part on which 
dun attention had been bestowed. At. one of 
them, distant a quarter of a league from the inn 
called the Ostal d'Orda, we found a piece of ex- 
celli.Mit road, after which, turning short to the 
right, we came to one so bad that it can scarcely 
bp.matched in Spain. Wc tumbled, in a manner, 
down a narrow, steep, rugged road, which bor¬ 
ders a deep valley. To avoid this passage which 
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was at that time ,really frightful, but has since 
been repaired, a bold plan had been formed, the 
object of which was to join the two opposite 
mountains by a kind of bridge of three stories. 
The ; projcc<ors had not maturely weighed the 
difficulties of this undertaking, which it was 
found necessar y to relinquish ; ,but the very plan 
has in it something extremely striking. A foot¬ 
path which leads across the valley, enters the 
archeaof this triple bridge, and enables the spec¬ 
tator tp embrace the gigantic whole. 

Beyond this wall the traveller found himself, 
even in 1793, on a tolerable road, which leads to 
erne of the finest bridges in Europe. It is five 
hundred and forty paces long, and extends across 
the whole broad bed of the little river Llobregat. 
It takes its name from a village, w hich you come 
to beyond it, Molinos del Roy, or Ilemoliuos, 
The country through which you pass before you 
reach it, is picturesque but wild. Lofty moun- 
taingbound almost the whole horizon On their 
prodigious sides you behold the conflict of, in¬ 
dustry and sterility. The plough has turned Up 
every part that is not absolutely inaccessible. 
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Em irons and Interior of Barcelona. Fortress 
of Muntjoin/. Details relative to Catalonia. 
('orvrva. Diocese of Solsona. ■ V line of Car¬ 
dona. Icrida. Course of the Si gn'. 

A vine road conducts from Los Molhios del 
Rev to Barcelona, a distance of four leagues' 
Nothing can be more delightful, more lively, 
more luxuriant (ban the country adjacent to that 
capital, which is worthy, in every point of view, 
of the notic e of the traveller. Its port contri¬ 
butes greatly to its embellishment, though neither 
good nor capacious. It is even likely to be ehtirclv 
choked up, unless a speedy remedy he applied 
T^ie sea has sensibly receded from it within half 
a century. A space of fifty or sixty fathoms 
whi$i was then covered with it is now dry. The 
Llobrcgat and the Besos, two small rivers which 
die change themselves one on each side of JVlont- 
jotsy, produce an aocunndatiort of sand in that 
• part }, jthe bar formed in consequence, increases 
evei^ year, and leaves to the ships that enter the 
D&rt l)ut narrow and variable passages, for which 
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they require the assistance of coast-pilots. It' 
would be possible to check the progress of this 
evil, by git ing am din :r direction to the currents 
of the two rivers, and loaning a new basin. A 
few years since some wealthy Dutchmen propos¬ 
ed to undertake the execution of this enterprise, 
if they might he allowed to levy certain dues for 
a limited time, hut the court of Madrid pit her un¬ 
willing to increase the importance of Barcelona, 
which approaches the capital, and far surpasses 
Cadiz in population ,* or firmly adhering to the 
plan of promoting in preference the prosperity 
of Tarragon ; or induced by some other political 
motive, gave no encouragement to the proposal 
of the 1 Hollanders. 

The port of Barcelona, such as it is, and as ii 
will long continue in its state of progressive de¬ 
terioration. is formed bv a kind of bav situated 
between the citadel of Montjouy or Moutjouicli, 
the city of Barcelona, and Barcelouctta, a small 

1 • . i , ' J t. _ 

modern town the residence of all the workmen^ 
employed in the dotk-yard, and all the seamen 
both natives and foreigners. It is to the Marquis 
do la Mina, one of the last captains-general of 
Catalonia, that Spain is indebted for thefbunda- 
tion of this town, on a sandy spot, covered less 
than a century ago by the waters of the Mediter¬ 
ranean., *The streets of B.irceimietta are all per¬ 
fectly straight, and the houses uniform,” 
have been built only ouc storv hiffhi in* or<jf<jr'\o 
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facilitate the superiukmlanCe over the turbulent 
class of people by which they are inhabited, and 
not to intercept-the view of the sea from the 
houses in the city. The author of this excellent 
idea richly deserved the tomb which has been 
erected to his honor in the principal church of 
Barcelona. , ' ■ . . 

The merchants of Barcelona arc proprietors of 
between one hundred and one hundred and 
twenty vessels botli of two and three masts. Full 
one-third of these are employed in time of peace, 
in conveying to America the productions of the 
soil and of the industry of Catalonia. The rest 
are engaged either in the commerce with the dif¬ 
ferent ports in the Mediterranean, or in the brisk 
coasting-trade carried on from the confines of 
France to Cadiz. They have, besides, a multi¬ 
tude of smaller vessels with lateen sails, which 
confine themselves to tha inferior hr;*.uches of the 
latter. 

That part of the city contiguous to the har¬ 
bour, contains the' objects most worthy of notice 
in Barcelona; the line walk, in the form of a 
terrace, which runs along the port; the l.uvja, 
h new edifice comprehending a drawing-school, 
a seminaiy for pilots and a commercial academy ; 
the residence of the captain-general, which not¬ 
withstanding its defects, has a majestic appear¬ 
ance; and the new custom-house, a magnificent 
btpding which was scarcely finished in 



There is not a city in Spain, where a greater 
appearance of'activity, or more real industry 
prevail, notwithstanding the causes of idleness and 
depopulation which still exist in Barcelona, as 
well as in the rest of the kingdom. It contains 
eighty-two churches, twenty-seven convents of 
monks, eighteen nunneries, and several congre¬ 
gations. According to the enumeration of 1 AS?, 
the inhabitants of Barcelona amounted to one 
hundred and eleven thousand four hundred and 
ten ; it has now one hundred and sixty thousand 
including the religious houses, the garrison and 
Barcelonetta. In no part of the .country has the 
increase of population been more rapid, if it be 
true, as we are assured, .that in 1? lb, Barcelona 
contained only thirty-seven thousand souls, and 
that so late as the. period of the landing of Charles 
III. in 1759, it had no more than fifty-three 
thousand. A circumstance which inclines us to 
believe this statement is the prodigious number 
of building? erected within these few years, not 
only in tire interior of the city, but also parti-, 
cularly in its environs ; so that in the number 
and beauty of its country-houses Barcelona is 
surpassed by very few cities of France. Mar¬ 
seilles might in many respects be com part'd «*vith 
it, aud io-some, is certainly superior to Barcelona: 
but its territory cannot be put in competition 
with that of the latter city, where you meet at 
one. and the same time with beautiful scenery. 
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every variety of cultivation, tlie bustle of industry 
and all the symptoms of affluence. If to the 
charms of such a country we add the advantage 
of an atmosphere extremely pure ; a fertile soil, 
ami a climate which, without being* intensely 
hot, favors the growth of all the productions of 
warmer regions ; the concourse of foreigners who 
abound there ; a numerous garrison ; the means 
of instruction, afforded by several literary so¬ 
cieties, a theatre of anatomy, the public libraries, 
a cabinet of natural history, which was highly 
esteemed by Tournefort, which he enriched with 
a valuable collection of plants from the. Levant, 
and which, though belonging tp a private indi¬ 
vidual, vet, for the variety and judicious selection 
of the curiosities of the three kingdoms of nature, 
might excite the envy of many a petty sovereign; 
beautiful walks; companies numerous and select; 
that variety of occupations displayed by' com¬ 
merce and industry ; we shall be obliged to ad¬ 
mit that lew cities in Europe, offer such diversi¬ 
fied pleasures as Barcelona. 

The amateurs of the line arts will here admire 
three pictures by Mengs ; and the lovers of an¬ 
tiquities will lied six fluted columns of the Co- 
rintnian order, the remains of a magnificent edi¬ 
fice, respecting the destination of which the 
learned are not agreed ; the ruins of an amphi¬ 
theatre, and of a bath , several trunks of antique 
statics'; and lastly, a great number of inscrip- 
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tions which still continue to exercise the inge¬ 
nuity of the literati. 

In a military point of view also Barcelona is a 
place of great importance. The reader will re* 
collect the long resistance which it made in 1714 ' 
to Marshal de Berwick, and the value which Phi¬ 
lip V. attached to its conquest, without which 
he would not have thought himself securely seat¬ 
ed upon the throne of Spain: and in the war 
with France, in the second half of which the lat¬ 
ter obtained such advantages on the, side of Cata¬ 
lonia, her victorious generals looked forward to 
the reduction of this city, *9 a decisive stroke. It 
owes its strength to the prodigious citadel which 
defends it on the east, and to Montjouy, which 
commands and protects it on the west. Mout- 
jo uy is a mountain of considerable height, on 
whose summit there is a large fortress capable of 
containing a numerous garrison. It is fortified 
with great care towards the city, and remarkably 
steep on the side next to the sea. Though its 
appearance, at first sight, is highly imposing, tfaer 
professional man who takes the trouble to examine 
it, soon discovers that it is too large, too muph 
loaded with works, more massy, and expensive 
than it is possible for them to he useful* and 
above all, ( too high to be formidable to a besieg¬ 
ing army encamped in the plain. 

Barcelona is principally indebted for its splen¬ 
dor and opulence to its industry and the number, 

\ou m. x 
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of its manufactures. The chief are those of cot¬ 
ton ; one hundred and fifty manufactories being 
en aged in the spinning of that material, and the 
same number in making printed calicoes. Those 
of bone-lace, blond-lace, ribbons, thread, furnish 
employment for twelve thousand persons, and as 
many are employed in the various branches of 
the silk manufacture. 

These manufactures and others carried on in 
this province, have, however, fallen off consider¬ 
ably of late years, chiefly in consequence of the 
impediments which three successive wars have 
thrown in the way of the intercourse between 
Catalonia and Spanish America. One-third cf 
the manufactories have been shut up. In the 
other two-thirds part of the hands have been dis¬ 
charged, and the conductors have suspended their 
orders for the raw materials. Last year (1805 ) 
and even at the present time, the gazette of Bar¬ 
celona frequently announces the sale of spinning- 
machines. The war is not, however, the only 
circumstance that threatens the prosperity of 
Catalonia. 

We must admit with the Spaniards themselves, . 
that the inhabitants of Catalonia arc active and 
industrious, but they are also obstinately attached 
to their old routine. They are'tolerable imitators; 
but sure of a market lor their stuffs, however 
and ill dyed they may be, they take no 
invent or improve; and while they have 
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been lulled to sleep by this fancied security, for¬ 
midable rivals have started up in the Americans, 
who begin to smuggle the productions of their 
manufactures into the Spanish colonies. Lastly, 
notwithstanding the severe prohibitions which ex¬ 
ist, establishments for dyeing and spinning have 
been formed at Mexico, and have opened markets 
for their goods in Peru. These various causes 
cannot fail to a fleet the manufactures of Catalo¬ 
nia/at least of those branches connected with dye¬ 
ing and spinning. There are, however, others 
which, within the last twenty-five years in parti¬ 
cular, have operated with rapidly increasing 
force. Catalonia, during this interval, has 
adopted several branches of French industry. The 
storms of the revolution drove from Lyons and 
Nunes a great number of artisans who settled in 
Catalonia, where they introduced processes be¬ 
fore unknown to the Spaniards, by means of 
which the latter are enabled to make finer stuffs, 
and even some of the mixed kinds. The French 
manufacturers have nevertheless no great reason 
to be alarmed. When Scanderbeg, at the request 
of Mahomet II. sent that monarch his tremendous 
sword, the emperor found himself unable to wield 
it. The hero of Epire, on being apprized o’f 
this, replied,*—" The reason is because I did not 
send you my arm at the same time with my 
sword.” The manufactories of Catalonia, not¬ 
withstanding the valuable accession they' have 
x 2 
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received, are still l'ar from possessing that assort¬ 
ment of hands, each skilful in a particular line, 
which conduces to the perfection of the produc¬ 
tions of Lyons. 

The stocking manufactures which have pro¬ 
digiously increased in number within these 
twent}-five years, and to which late events have 
transferred a multitude of French artisans, are 
in the same predicament. 1 lie silk which they 
make use of is always nappy ; let that defect pro¬ 
ceed from whatever cause it will, cither from the 
nature of the soil in which the mulberry trees are 
planted, or from the processes followed in tlie 
winding and spinning, or from the quality of the 
water, or from the construction of the machines 
employed in working it. In vain have certain 
manufacturers imported from France silk prepar¬ 
ed for weaving; the stockings made of it have 
nearly the same faults ; and setting aside all na¬ 
tional prejudice, it may he asserted that Catalo¬ 
nia has not yet a single manufactory that pro¬ 
duces silk stockings which are equal in beauty 
and wear to those of Paris and Lyons, or in fine¬ 
ness to those of ftiincs and Canges. 

The Catalonians have, on ,the other hand, al¬ 
most entirely robbed France of the manufacture 
of hats, immense quantities of which were made 
at Lyons. In the single city of Barcelona there 
are 'upwards of twenty manufactories, which not 
only supply the demand for hats at home, hut 
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export part of their commodities to Spanish 
America. 

The cloth manufactures of Catalonia are not 
in a condition equally prosperous. The Catalo¬ 
nian cloths are not exempt from the defects of 
the finest kinds made in the other parts of the 
kingdom. They are all faulty in what is termed 
the reduction ; that is, they are neither close nor 
solid enough to admit of being shorn so smooth 
as the fine cloths of France and England. The 
warp is alw.yvs too strong in comparison of the 
woof, aud this disproportion is observable iu the 
texture of every thing that is woven, whether it 
be thread, cotton, silk, or wool. 

In the spinning of cotton very great improve¬ 
ments have been made iu Catalonia within the 
last twenty or twenty-five years; but the pro¬ 
vince is still unprovided with jennies for very fine 
w ork. The only sorts of cotton which are made 
use of are those of the Levant., or of Malta, or of 
the environs of Malaga, or lastly of the Spanish 
colonies! Old ordinances, which experience 
ought perhaps to have induced the government 
to repeal, exclude from Spain not only all other 
kinds, but likewise spun cottons of every descrip¬ 
tion, and all stuff's containing the smallest portion 
of cotton of foreign production. We would ask 
the wise rulers of Spain, whether any thing can 
be better calculated to doom their manufactures 
to an incurable mediocrity, notwithstanding the 
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improvements introduced into them by the con¬ 
siderable emigration of French workmen, than 
thus to deprive their manufacturers of the raw 
materials of the best quality, and 1o keep out of 
their sight.those foreign stuffs which might, serve 
them for patterns, and excite the emulation of the 
native artisans? 

The manufacturers of Catalonia have derived 
greater advantage from the assistance of the 
French in respect to the improvement of the art 
of dyeing. Within these seven or eight years they 
have made themselves masters of the secret of 
dyeing cotton red. At Barcelona and in its dis¬ 
trict there are twelve or fifteen establishments of 
this kind, that have been formed by French re¬ 
fugees, and where the/begin to produce colours 
of a beauty and durability that leave very little 
room for further improvement. 

The cultivation of madder, to which consider¬ 
able attention has for some years been paid in 
the environs of Tortosa and Valencia, cannot fail 
to promote the progress of this branch of indus¬ 
try ; especially since the Catalonians have recent¬ 
ly acquired a perfect knowledge of the art of 
grinding that plant, and adapting it to the dyeing 
of their cottons. Spain abounds no less in mi¬ 
nerals than in vegetables'suitable for dyeing; but 
this source of wealth has been long- neglected. 
The Catalonians, aided by French artisans, ex¬ 
patriated from our southern provinces, h^vq 
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lutf‘1 v made some successful experiments of this 
kind. They have, in particular, discovered the 
art of making salt of lead fit for the use of their 
calico manufactures. 

Such are the latest particulars we have been 
able to collect relative to the state of industry 
and manufactures in Catalonia. 

We should entertain rather too favourable an 
opinion of this province, were we to form a judg* 
ment of it from its capital, and some of the cities 
at a greater or less distance from the coast. In 
the interior of Catalonia, there are many desert 
tracts, many that it would be difficult to render 
productive; but industry has fixed its abode 
wherever it could obtain access. Notwithstand¬ 
ing the falls of wood which have become more 
frequent since the reign of Ferdinand VI., Cata¬ 
lonia still contains a sufficient quantity for fuel, 
for the consumption of its manufactures, and 
even for ship-building, though it receives large 
supplies of timber from Russia, Holland, Eng¬ 
land, and Italy. Cork-trees (edeoruoques) are 
particularly numerous in its forests; and this 
province annually sends twenty-five ship-loads 
<Jf cork to the north, and a great quantity of 
rOrks, ready cut,**to Paris. Catalonia also con- 
frfhfs many walnut-trees, which are much used 
by lilted carpenter and dabinet-maker, besides 
aw ‘immense quantity of ahtiond, liable, orange, 
and fig-tfees, whose fruits are exported in abund- 
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ance to the northern countries. The only kind 
of wood of which it has not a sufficiency to sup¬ 
ply its wants, is that of which pipe-staves are 
made. 

Catalonia, notwithstanding: its present flou¬ 
rishing state, is not so populous as it might be. 
It contains one million three hundred and fifty- 
two thousand four hundred inhabitants. Its po¬ 
pulation was formerly more considerable. In 
those times this province -was perhaps more indus¬ 
trious. It is certain, for instance, that in the 
fifteenth century, the cloths manufactured at 
Barcelona were exported to Naples, to Sicily, 
and even to Alexandria. The modern Catalo¬ 
nians, it must be admitted, are more anxious to 
do a great deal than to execute their work well. 
Good taste does not yet preside over their la-, 
jbours ; and they are still strangers to the ait of 
giving to the productions of their industry that 
finish which tempts the consumer. Some other 
causes impede their progress. The roads, the 
grand medium of commerce, are in general ex¬ 
tremely neglected in Catalonia. This province is 
far from having availed itself of all its mineral 
treasures. What a variety of marbles it con¬ 
tains.! How many mines might be opened ! 
There are, in particular, several of codl; but 
though various proposals have been made to worik 
them, difficulties have been always thrown .in the 
way. Among the rest, one of great importance 
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has been discovered at Montanola, in the diocese 
efVique. 

Next to Barcelona the principal city in Cata¬ 
lonia is Lerida, distant twenty-five leagues from 
the capital. In this interval, you meet every 
•hour with towns or villages, except in the last 
four leagfbes. The five first lead through a 
country abounding in the gifts of nature, and 
enriched by the efforts of industry. The tract 
ever which the next four leagues conduct you, 
exhibits a striking proof of the enterprising acti¬ 
vity of the Catalonians. 

Further on you come to the Noya, a very 
capricious stream which you ford a dozen times. 
It frequently lays waste the country ; but, upon 
the whole, it tends more than any thing else to 
enliven it. It drives a great number of mills, 
especially of those which supply great part of 
Spain and America with paper. This is a branch 
of industry which, within these few years, has 
increased in an astonishing mannrr. In 1777, 
Catalonia contained only one hundred and 
twelve paper-mills. In J 788, their number ex¬ 
ceeded three hundred. The dear profit Vvhich 
they annually produce is estimated at upwards of 
a nfillion of piasters. 

Pursuing the route from Barcelona to Terida, 
yonpass through tbe towns of Igcrilada! and 
Cervera. The Country between these places is 
not .so beautiful-or so well cultivated. Cervera, 
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situated on an eminence, which commands an 
extensive view, belongs to the diocese of Sol- 
sona, a portion of which is mountainous, though 
the greater part is fertile in all sorts of grain and 
pulse. 

Cervera, a town with five thousand inhabit 
tants, has a well frequented university, founded 
by Philip V. at the time when he suppressed all 
the others in Catalonia; for nothing escaped the 
resentment of the conqueror, exasperated by a 
long resistance. But Catalonia, the theatre of 
suppressions and reforms of every kind, has dis¬ 
appointed the intentions of revenge. Though 
stripped of its privileges, and subject to a parti¬ 
cular kind of imposts, it is still the least oppress¬ 
ed, and the most industrious province of Spain ; 
and the faithful Castilians have more reasons 
than one for envying rebels. The natives of 
these provinces form even to the present day two 
distinct nations, who rival, and even hate each 
other, but who, in the last war with France, cor¬ 
dially co-operated, because the court and the 
priests persuaded them that they were both fight- 1 
ing for oue common cause. 

The diocese of Solsona feels the effect of its 
distance,, from the capital and the coast; and" 
greater exertions are there required in order to 
encourage industry. The bishop has endeavour¬ 
ed,, with cqpiderable success, to enliven his- resi¬ 
dence. Jftwellery, cottons, and laces, afford era-; 
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ployment to a great part of the inhabitants. The 
utmost attention is bestowed on agriculture in 
its environs. Fallows are unknown there. The 
vine is not cultivated to the prejudice of corn; 
but those productions are bleuded without detri¬ 
ment to either. 

Cardona, u small town in the same diocese, has 
hi its territory, which art has rendered extremely 
fertile, a mine known to all naturalists, and 
which is perhaps the only one of its kind in 
Europe. * , v 

Lcrida is situated at the western extremity of 
Catalonia. Crain, hemp, vines, fruits, and vege¬ 
tables of all sorts, abound in the plain by which 
it is encompassed. Several canals for the pur¬ 
pose of irrigation, which bear witness to the ac¬ 
tive industry of the inhabitants of Lerida, have 
augmented the fertility of this plain, celebrated 
of old in the verses of Claudian. 

You enter the city by a fine bridge over the 
Segrc, which washes it on the east- It is iituat- 
ed at the foot of a hill, crowned with the ruins of 
a castle, formerly a place of great strength. 

The banks of the Segre, the environs of Leri¬ 
da, cannot be surveyed without lively interest by 
men conversant in the military art, and. by the 
more numerous class who love to tread the same 

* An elegant description of the mine of Cardona is given 
Fy Valrnbnt de Bomare in his Diet. d'Hist. Ndt. tom.'xm. 
p. 1 07 — 169 j fourth edition. 
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ground that was once honoured with the presence 
of heroes, 1 am not alluding so much to the 
sieges arid battles of which this country was the 
theatre at the commencement of the last century, 
as to the ever-memorable campaign, in which 
Julius Caesar displayed, in a higher degree per¬ 
haps than in any other, the talents of a great 
general against the lieutenants of Pompey ; a 
campaign which furnished Guischard with the 
subject of one of his most learned and interesting 
commentaries. It is w ith the work of that writer 
in his hand, that the traveller ought to follow 
the course of the Segre from Balaguer to Mcqui- 
nenza, if he would find iu a memoir on tactics 
all the instruction that can be derived from a 
history, and all the entertainment from a ro¬ 
mance. 

The current of this river whose inequalities 
and inundations, eighteen centuries ago, threw 
in Caesar’s way impediments which nothing but 
genius* and perseverance enabled him to sur¬ 
mount, is still what it was then, at all times a 
benefit, but often a calamity to the country 
which it traverses. The city of Lerida is parti¬ 
cularly exposed to its ravages. To secure it 
from,them, the late governor, general Drouhout, 
a native of Flanders, constructed a mole that 
Contributes to its embellishment, and that may be 
added to flip long list of useful works for which 
Spain is indebted to foreigners. 



Before it reaches Lerida, the Segrc, which 
rises at the foot of the Pyrenees, traverses the 
plain of l rgel, the most fertile in grain of any 
in Catalonia. Unfortunately the greatest part of 
this province is still destitute of the means of 
easy communication. Its roads are so narrow', 
and so bad, that its rich and numerous produc¬ 
tions cannot be conveyed from place to place 
in any other way than on the backs of mules. 
An exception, however, will soon be made by 
the eleven Castilian leagues between Lerida 
and Tarragon. At the beginning of 1800, the 
inhabitants of the latter obtained permission to 
construct a road, which, passing through Vails 
and Montblanch, should terminate at Lerida, and 
thus form a more direct communication with 
Arragoti 
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CHAPTER XVf. 

Journey from Barcelona tn Die Pyrenees. 

Returning from ray excursion to Lerida, I 
shall now conduct the reader from Barcelona to 
the Pyrenees. 

Along the whole coast beginning with that 
capital, the manufactures and population are 
extremely flourishing. The first proof of this 
is seen at Badalona, which is only a league 
from Barcelona. Four leagues further, you 
come to the handsome (own of Malaro, remark¬ 
able for its cleanliness and activity. It contains 
no more than nine thousand inhabitants ; but its 
manufactures of cottons, silks, and in particular 
of lace, the high cultivation of its district, and 
its commerce, of which wine is the principal arti¬ 
cle, render it one of the most important places 
on this coast. 1 

The. road from Barcelona to Mataro is very 
pleasant to the eye, but disagreeable in other re¬ 
spects., On leaving Barcelona, you first come to 
the river of Besos, the passage of which is dan¬ 
gerous and often impracticable. Further on the 
road is still worse in the rainy season, except in 
ce($ain parts where the soil is more compact. 
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A new road which follows the windings of the 
coasts which sometimes runs along the steep 
brows of the hills, and, in some places, is hew n 
out of the rock, pusses through handsome towns, 
which, from tlie^i >ctiire of their simply deco¬ 
rated houses (Vo'n their cleanliness, and above 
all, their aetne industry, but unaccompanied 
with bust} - , remind the traveller of the most agree¬ 
able part s oi" Hoi lend. Forget the foggy atmos¬ 
phere of that ;r ovincc. give it the deliciously 
temperate climate of wanner regions cooled 
by the sea btcozes ; substitute the agitation and 
the boundless bo-oin of the deep, for the dull, 
silent current of the narrow and muddy canals 
of Batavia. ; retain all the attractions imparted 
by industry to that country, and you will have a 
pretty correct idea of the tract extending from 
Barcelona to Maigrat. 

Some of these towns, which form a striking 
contrast with the rest of Spain, deserve to be 
mentioned. Having passed Mataro, you come 
to Arens dc Mar, where the diocese of Girona 
commences, and which has a small dock-yard, 
and a seminary for pilots ; Canet de Mar, a 
town in an agreeable situation, the inhabitants 
of which not only trade with all Spain, hut. even 
to the West Indies, and are successfully engaged 
in the manufacture of lace ; San Pol, a modern 
town, which is rapidly increasing under the fos¬ 
tering influence of industry ; Caiella, one of the 
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handsomest places on the coasl, which also has 
manufactures of coltous, silks, and lace ; Pineda, 
another town where tra\ellers generally dine Z 
lastly Malgrat, after passing which, you -quit 
this charming scenery and the bank^ of the Me¬ 
diterranean, and enter a very wild country. 
You then descend again into a beautiful dale, in 
the center of which is the lonely inn called La 
Grcnota. There is yet no beaten roau in the 
forest which you traverse previous toy cur arrival 
at this inn, and upon leaving it, and in which 
you wander for some leagues nearly at rauuom ; 
but as soon as you have quilted the forest, you 
again come to an excellent road. 

Beyond La Grenoia, } ou enter a mountainous 
country, consisting of woods and moors. You¬ 
then discover the f ity of Girona, seated ou ih& 
side of hills, which to the eastward arc defend¬ 


ed by some redoubts, and sink on the west into 
an extremely picturesque amphitheatre. .This 
chain of hills forms a semicircular inclosure round 
Girona. At the distance of a league from that 


city, you would suppose it to be seated on. an 
eminence, but you pass through and, Jeave. ft, 


without any perceptible aspent. ,.Its cafhed,raj, f 
#ae of the finest monuments of Gothip §rgjjit<j^- f , 
ture, is the only one of its buildings t tjiat Hapd^ 


upop a height. 

Cfirona is divided into two unequal parts bj 
tMlPt ©yer^hfeh there i? a bridge, but, which 
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may be forded at almost every season of the 
year. This city, famous in the modern Spanish 
wars, exhibited in the month of March, 1793, 
no kind of military preparation, which confirmed 
me iu the opinion I have ever since entertain¬ 
ed, that the Spanish administration had not, 
as was at that time asserted, finally decided upon 
a rupture with the French republic. The garri¬ 
son of G irona, composed of regular troops, was 
very small, and in some places scarcely any trace 
of the fortifications was discernible. The ditches 
and its covered way, given up to the peaceful 
pursuits of horticulture, attested the security of 
the inhabitants, and in particular of the gover¬ 
nor, Don Ladislas Ilabor, a blunt, active old 
man, who, when I delivered my passport, the 
forerunner of a rupture, seemed far from think¬ 
ing such an event near at hand. I had no rea¬ 
son to suspect that this was an awkward artifice 
on bis part; because throughout a journey of 
more than one hundred and thirty leagues, I had 
not perceived any more than at Girona, the 
symptoms of that bustle which immediately pre¬ 
cedes the breaking out of war. For near a year, 
it is true, the court of Spain had been sending 
troops and stores towards its frontiers, especially 
to Navarre and Biscay ; but bad this measure 
not been adopted, as it affirmed till the end of 
December, 1792, merely to protect its dominions 
from an invasion, which, from our military move- 1 * 

VOL. III. Y 



322 


MODERN STATE 


meats, and the speeches delivered in the conven¬ 
tion, and in the popular societies, it had every 
reason to apprehend ; had it on the contrary 
been the result of a plan for invading the terri¬ 
tory of the republic, would it not have assembled 
a considerable force in Catalonia, at a time when, 
as l know from ocular demonstration, there were 
not more than five thousand men in the whole 
department of the eastern Pyrenees. 

The diocese to which Girona gives its name is 
one of the best cultivated and most flourishing 
districts in all Spain. The part contiguous to 
tin' sea produces wine, lemons, oranges, and 
grain of every kind in great abundance. The 
mountainous portion is covered with vineyards, 
corn-fields, and olive plantations. The wood's 
contain great numbers of cork-trees, the bark of 
which forms a very considerable article of com¬ 
merce. There are few tracts in this diocese but 
what are remarkable for the abundance of llieir 
productions and the activity of their inhabitants. 
The Lampourdau, which forms the northern part 
of it, which our troops occupied lor a year, and 
where I resided two months to negotiate the 
peace which was afterwards signed at Basle, is 
an extensive plain, extremely fertile in all, kinds 
of grain and fruits. 

, 4 small town in the same dioepsf, Olot, a 
place scarcely known by name, and situated near 
the source of the Fluvia, deserves to be rescued 



from obscurity, on account of the astonishing 
industry which there prevails. All its inhabi¬ 
tants are busily employed. There is scarcely any 
kind of manufacture in which they are not en¬ 
gaged. You here hud a hundred stocking 
frames, manufactures of woollen cloths, ribbons, 
paper, soap, and cards, dye-houses, &c. 

Half a league beyond Girona, there is another 
town remarkable for its activity. Two leagues 
further, after you have traversed a pleasant coun¬ 
try and crossed a rivulet, near a mill and a small 
hamlet, you arrive at La Madrina, the dirtiest 
and the dearest inn on the whole journey, but 
which with the hill that overlooks it, forms a very 
pleasing view. The whole road from Girona 
to Figueras is now remarkably good, except 
where it crosses a high hill, of which only the 
descent next to France is yet finished. As you 
approach Figueras, it is constructed with a care 
bordering on magnificence, and conducts over 
several bridges of granite. From Figueras to 
the frontiers you find it invariably excellent, 
chiefly in the interval which separates Jun- 
quiSra from the JBoulon, and crosses the summit 
of the Pyrenees. The works of art which are 
here met with, will sustain a comparison with 
the most perfect of their kind. 

But let us turn back for the purpose of giving 
some political and military details respecting the 
country through which this read runs. 

v 2 
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From La Madrina to Figueras, the country 
has a sufficient proportion pf trees, and except a 
few Copses, it is very well cultivated. You 
there meet with lields of corn, pulse, flax, but 
especially plantations of olives, and of vines. 
You cross several small rivers, where, during 
the greatest part of the year, a small stream runs 
in the middle of a vast bed of gravel; in which 
respect, almost all the rivers proceeding from the 
foot of the Pyrenees towards the Mediterranean, 
both in this part of Catalonia and in Itpussillon, 
resemble each other. Of this description is, in 
particular, the Fluvia, which we ford two long 
leagues before we reach Figueras. Its hanks 
were then as tranquil as in the midst of profound 
peace. Nothing indicated that the shores of this 
little river, which after the taking of Figueras 
and Rpsas, our troops in their ardour were impa¬ 
tient to pass, but which the prudent, measures of 
our generals, prevented them from crossing. 
Would be the principal theatre of the military 
trPjun'ations of two monies. 1 saw them again two 
years afterwards with more interest, when I was 

' ' ’ . ' • l , i J* 

*e»t to Figueras, which, after opr success in the 
,4/iWp.pimlan, was the head-quarters of our army 
in the eastern Pyrenees. 

When 1 passed.through this, place in 1793, 
General Ricardos who had just bepjg appointed 
f Catalonia, was hourly ex- 
wliich is an open town, and 
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wilier! must not bo confounded with its citadel, 
was then garrisoned only by seventeen hundred 
infantry and three hundred cavalry, and there 
were no more than live thousand infantry id its 
environs. Such was the force which, in March, 
1793, Spain had to employ in the imaginary in¬ 
vasion of Roussillon. 

The fortifications of the citadel, situated at the 
distance of scarcely a quarter of a league from 
the town, on an eminence, were not vet finished. 
It already contained a great quantity of artillery 
and stores of all kinds, which., eighteen months 
afterwards, were destined to fall a prey to the 
French. 

At the commencement of the war, the Spa¬ 
niards, by a concurrence of causes, from the 
number of which I shall not be so unjust as to 
erase their valour, had advanced into our terri¬ 
tory. They had penetrated to the west of Belle- 
garde, by the Coi des Orts, to St. Laurent de 
Cerda, a town situated among the defiles of the 
Pyrenees, inhabited by smugglers, and people 
not the best disposed towards the French repub¬ 
lic; and had thence overrun the district* of 
Prades and Ceret, compelled the castle of BeMe- 
garde to capitulate, threatened Perpignan, and 
then suddenly turning off towards the sea, had 
taken possession of Elne, Collionre, and the pert 
of V endres. 

These triumphs were not Of lo#gf duration. 
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ll'ie houour of the French arms was soon aven¬ 
ged, first by Genera! Dugommier, who drove the 
Spaniards out of Roussillon, retook Bellcgardc, 
and penetrated into the Lampourdan. General 
Ilicardos, to whose activity the momentary suc¬ 
cesses of his countrymen are in part to be ascrib¬ 
ed, died during these transactions, and was suc¬ 
ceeded by the Count de la Union, a young offi¬ 
cer, whose yalour could npt supply the want of 
experience. The French army surmounted aft 
the obstacles which he endeavoured ,to oppose to 
its progress. Eighty-three redoubts situated on 
either side of the road, through the tract of four 
leagues, which separates Figueras from Junqui- 
era, the last town of Catalonia on the frontiers of 
France, a kind of fortresses erected in haste, 
but some of which appeared to be impregnable— 
eighty-three redoubts, I say, were carried with a 
rapidity apd a valour, which have not, perhaps, 
been sufficiently commended. A decisive en¬ 
gagement, in which the Count, de la Union was 
killed, put the Spanish army to the rout; and 
its 1 remains, taking refuge in the impregnable 
citadel, spread' terror and dismay through the 
plkce. General Perignon, who then commanded 1 
thfe victorious army, advancing within half a 
league, peremptorily summoned the governor to > 
surrender,- and the capitulation was signed two 
hours afterwards, before either a breach, or as¬ 
sault, or had been made, or any of the 
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works of the place had sustained the slightest 
- injur}’. When I passed by it in 1793,. I endea¬ 
voured, but invain, to obtain admission along with 
three hundred workmen who went thither every 
morning to complete the building of the fortress. 
They alone were allowed to pass the gate which 
led to the interior of it. I was obliged to content 
myself with walking round the glacis, and in 
the covered way of its outer works. Two years 
afterwards, circumstances were rather more fa¬ 
vourable to rn.y curiosity, and I inspected at my 
ease, tlie fortifications of a place of which I had 
long heard, the Spaniards speak with enthusiasm* 
The fortress of Figueras was begun during the 
reign of Ferdinand VI. It was intended to be 
a master-piece of the art of fortification , and 
w as it least inside a chef d’psuvre of luxury in 
that line. All the military tnen who saw if, 
agreed that uo place in Europe was furnished in 
greater profusion with , all the means of defence. 
Of thus, the besiegers in particular had an op^ 
portunity of convincing themselves; for, upon 
entering if, they found them absolutely untoucli- 
edi : Though their valour was sufficient to ac¬ 
count for anything, they could scarcely conceive 
themselves by what means they bad been enabled 
to reduce in so short a time, a place garrisoned, 
by at least nine thousand men; all the walls pf 
which, both of the interior, and of the,outer, 
works, -were of free-stone, and piorc J&an a fathom 
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thick; all the principal ditches of Which were 
deep, and upwards of one hundred paces broad; 
Whose approaches, on theonlv side where trenches 
could be opened, were undermined; whose chief 
cordon could not be seen from any of the points 
of the exterior ; whose ramparts, barracks, hos¬ 
pitals, stables, cellars, magazines, in a word every 
thing Was easemated. 

The means of subsistence were proportionate 
to these means of defence. Water is preserved 
irt'fonr capacious cisterns at the four corners of 
the place of arms, which are supplied by an 
aqueduct. Provisions of all kinds, barrels of 
flour, biscuit, cheese, salt-fish, oil, wine, brand}', 
Ac. had been collected in extreme profusion. 
Some idea of their abundance may be formed 
from the following circumstance. > 3 -The long and 
spacious passages of the casemates of Figueras 
Were hung with such a quantity of bacon, that, 
according to a calculation made in my presence, 
it* total value could not hare been less than 
8 00)000 Jivres. 

On examining this place both within and 
Without, the most ignorant person could not for¬ 
bear enquiring with astonishment how it could 
have been so easily taken. Some ascribed its 
Speedy surrender to the panic with Which the 
garri#j was struck by a peremptory qiWkunon* 
that s. t.soon succeeded a decisive engagement. 
EURcifc- .averted, that the garrison* though so 
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abundantly supplied with bacon, cheese, and spi¬ 
rits, was in want of cartridges and flints. Others 
again were unable to account for this extraordi¬ 
nary success, except by conception, who even af¬ 
firmed that two hogsheads full of money had been 
seen carried into the ym'rnor’s house as the re¬ 
ward of his treachery ; and it would not be sur¬ 
prising, if a regard for the national dignity in¬ 
duced the Spaniards to believe this story, whic h 
was the most absurd of all; as if at the period 
pf our greatest pecuniary distress, we had money 
to spend only on the taking of Figucras, while 
we had none to spare for Luxembourg, Maes- 
tricht, Ehrenbreitstein, and Menfz, all places of 
infinitely more importance than this reputed bul¬ 
wark of Catalonia, the surrender of which did 
not lead to the reduction of that province ; or, 
as if the governors of the Spanish fortresses alone 
were not incorruptible. The mosi probable way 
of accounting for this circumstance, and, indeed, 
that which is most clearly demonstrated by the 
evidence of facts is, that those who ought to have 
directed the different operations of the siege, 
attfece taken unawares, were deficient in fore- 
Tslght, and at variance with each other; and that 
the garrison under their command on that day 
wanted courage. The aucieut French proverb— 
'He.iaqs brave one day, was borrowed from the 
Spaniards. They will not take it amiss, if, for 
once, we apply it to themselves. \^’hat nation 
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can boast of ha ving never been in this prediea 
meat! . , 

The French army having obtained possession, 
by sonic means or other, of the fortress of Figue- 
ras, was distributed in the c ircumjacent; places 
from Juuquiera to the banks of the Fluvia. 

But before it could gain peaceable possession 
of the Lampourdan, and secure supplies from the 
sea, it was obliged to make itself master of the 
port and fortified town of Rosas, and the fort of 
Trinidad, denominated by the French le Bouton. 

This conquest, which was more difficult, and 
required more time than that of Figueras, was re¬ 
cently achieved when I went to visit this theatre 
of one of the most brilliant exploits of the anny 
of the eastern Pyrenees. Itosas is four long 
leagues to the west of Figueras. The road to it 
passes through Villa Beltran and Peralada, and 
traverses a fine country, which is almost entirely 
plain. Le Bouton is discerned at the distance of 
near three leagues. Situated on the declivity of 
the Pyrenees, where they gradually sink to the 
sea, it has the appearance,, at that distance, of an 
ancient castle in ruins. As you approach, you; 
perceive, on a perfectly level situation, the fort of 
Rosas, the, fortifications of which consist of a 
double wall, without ditch, covered, way, orgla* 
eis. It would have made but very short resist¬ 
ance, thayPh not beCn >for the aid of a Spa- 

** VO * 

imh wmanrou, commanded by the brave admiral 



OF SPAIN. 


331 


Cl ravina,; which lav at anchor in the spacious bay, 
on the shore of which are situated the fort, the 
village, and le Bouton, aii three in a semicircu¬ 
lar line, corresponding with the figure of'the' 
coast. You pass under (he interior cordon of 
the fort to reach the ill age, composed of one 
long street of white-washed houses. Beyond the 
village you have to climb over rocks to ie Bou¬ 
ton. This little fort is designed for the double 
purpose of defending the entrance of the bay, and 
protecting the village of Rosas, which is a long 
quarter of a league distant in a direct line. On 
its top it has lights for the direction of mariners. 
Though the space comprehended in its works is 
extremely circumscribed, it possessed in its three 1 
platforms one above another, means of defence 
which, for sometime, withstood the intrepidity of 
the French. In none of thevarious theatres of this 
war, so productive of events that border on the 
nuirvellous,did the valour of our troops makemorc 
astonishing exertions than round this fort of Ie 
Bouton. The cannon destined to natter it were 1 
hauled by the men up the acclivity to the sum*' 
mits of the steep rocks w ith which the approaches 
to it are encumbered. W here the boldest 
huntsmen would scarcely have ventured to pur¬ 
sue their game, repairing to these retreats almost’! 
inaccessible to man, there the French artillery was 
planted, and dealt destruction ; and if the traces 
of its passage impressed in the rock shall remain 
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risible to posferitv, it will have occasion for th*, 
evidence of history, in order to ascribe them to 
their real cause. 

The fort of Bouton was not taken till a wide 
breach had been made. .Still it did not capi¬ 
tulate. The garrison had time to make their 
escape, descending by means of rope-ladders to 
the beach, where the boats of the squadron wefe 
waiting to take them off; and the besiegers, on 
entering, found nothing but dead bodies in the 
place. It was not till after the taking of this 
fort that the French army could obtain possession 
of that of Rosas. 

This port is never much frequented. It. is 
however formed by an immense bay, where even 
ships of the line may come to an anchor ; but this 
bay is by far too capacious, and its entrance too 
wide, to afford security from the. winds, and from 
external attacks. 

The adjacent country, op the side next to the 
Pyrenees, is highly picturesque, and seemed to 
me to be worth the trouble of a short excursion. 
Soon after leaving the fort, I passed the enor¬ 
mous ridge which separates the bay of Rosas frqtn 
ihai which faces it to the north, and to which you 
cannot goby sea, without making a long circuit 
and doubling ( ape Creus. Having proceeded 
two leagues along a most toilsome road, you come 
to Selva alia, a town in a hollow embosomed 
among rocks. Half a league further you reach 
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St lva baxa, a town of considerable size in an am- 
phithcatrical situation on the shore of the bay of 
la Selva, or la Scire. Them places were two of 
those in which our troops were in cantonments. 
The second has a smah port which is not without 
trade. Its environs produce a luscious wine, 
equal!) agreeable in flavor and colour, and which 
may be placed among dessert wines,between Fron- 
tignac and sherry. The productions of the earth 
are, like mortal;, the sport of chance. Before our 
war with Spain, this excellent wine of la Solve, 
which more than once dispelled lassitude at the 
head-quarters, was scarcely known beyond the. 
Lampourdan ; but I hope, that the connoisseur* 
who weie in our army of the eastern Pyrenees, 
will rescue it from the obscurity to which it 
seemed to be doomed. 

The whole country, though of a wild appear¬ 
ance, exhibited, notwithstanding the presence of 
our troops, traces of as attentive a cultivation as 
the nature of the ground would admit. 

To return from la Solve to Figeeras, you first 
proceed along the steep shore of the bay. You 
then descend into the charming dale, in which is 
situated the town of Llansa, at some distance from 
a small creek of the same name. As you traverse 
this date, you cannot help admiring the vine- 
covered hills with which it is surrounded- 
Ascending .afterwards to an ancient castle, you 
perceive the town of Perclada; and at the extremity 
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of the horizon, you discern the road that winds 
from the town to the fort of Figueras. 

The aspect of this beautiful coton try called the 
Lampourdan, the wildest but most picturesque 
portion of which I had traversed, excites in the 
philanthropic mind that regret which it cannot 
help feeling when it reflects that fertile countries, 
Flanders, the Palatinate, Lombardy, have ever 
been the theatre of the ravages of war. Nothing 
but that love of glory and dominion which reign¬ 
ed in the soul of Catharine II. could induce a sove¬ 
reign to kindle its flames in the deserts, upon the 
rocks, and amidst the frozen lakes of Finland. 
Let us, however, do the army of the eastern Py¬ 
renees the justice to say, that the inhabitants of 
the Lampourdan had not much reason to complain 
of the conduct of the troops during their long 
stay in that district. They did no mischief but, 
what was inseparable from military operations. 
In the midst of their cantonments, the lields were 
in full cultivation. In the vicinity of Rosas, the 
tines w r ere shooting up again about the large holes 
which attested the recent fall of bombs ; and on 
the hills adjacent to Figueras, if wc except those 
nearest to the Inch road which served for glacis, 
the extensive plantations of olive-trees sustained 
scarcely any injury. Our soldiers encamped in 
their shade, devoted only the barren trunks to the 
supply of their vants. Philosophy'- Ifectfmes a 
littlF refeoncilejF'With that terrible art, an art es- 



lentially destructive, when discipline banishes from 
it at least all useless excesses. 

• Truth, however, compels us to acknowledge, 
that in the paroxysms of rage occasioned, by re¬ 
sistance to troops accustomed to conquer, in the 
intoxication of victory, some of those things were 
done in Catalonia as well as Biscay, at which hu¬ 
manity shudders, and others which policy ought 
to have prevented. At Euguy, at OrbaTceta on 
tbe frontiers of French Navarre, at San Lorenzo 
de la Muga. a few leagues to the north-west *of 
Figueras, Spain had founderies of great import¬ 
ance to her arsenals. Our armies treated them as 
though they had been at Portsmouth or Plymouth. 
They left not one stone upon another. 

In no part of the Peninsula were religion and 
its ministers exposed to persecution The pas¬ 
tors and must of their Hocks fled, it is true, on our 
approach. Asia all wars in which religion has 
been brought in question, and in those in which 
necessity silences scruples, so in tliir many a church 
was transformed into a stable. But all these sa¬ 
cred edifices survived our invasion ; the objects of 
the veneration of tbe faithful were neither de¬ 
stroyed nor mutilated; and while the town of 
Figueras was the head-quarters of our army, 1 
have seen crosses left standing in some of the prin¬ 
cipal-streets, even in the absence of those by whom 
they were adored. 

This indulgence, however, was not sufficiently 
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render the Catalonians wellrdisposedfioOtif cause. 
They have proved theanselves.tosdi monk? sllBeep- 
_ tible of being, roused by fkoaticM«n .tha# blithe 
J*ve of freedom* We had too confidently, relied 
on the effect of that sentiment which-, a along 
them, i» principally eompounded of. a decided 
aversion to the Castilian joke, aad the vagu&ien- 
tlency toward an independent government. Had 
it not been for the vigilance of the court, we 
should certainly have been able to form a party at 
Barcelona. It is iu large cities, and particularly 
in capitals, that dissatisfaction is fomented, and 
the discontented are enlisted in the same cause 
with the greatest facility. There the numbers 
collected together, and the more inflammable dis¬ 
position of the public mind, are peculiarly favor* 
able to the propagation of extraordinary ideas. 
There, as iu a heap of combustible matters, a 
single spark is sufficient to produce a conflagra¬ 
tion. Bui the court bad foreseen the danger 
while at a distance, and the priests, more-attentive 
to their own interests than to those of the govern- 
meatj easily succeeded in frustrating the artifice* 
%fj|he missionaries of the Freach.revolutioa. 

saute tune, a series of triumphs had. led 
ua r wjK*iward to the gates of BtJboa^-and souU#- 
ifswd as. for as the shoccs-nCthe Efenm'u After lib 
pass?ge of this river, the rocks of Pancorvo were 
^l^%bali*cle which nature,.aswateti^httle by 
‘vvoald have oppos«d ; to tire p regrets of our 
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victorious armies through the two Castiles, Al¬ 
ready'the nearest of those provinces was filled 
with the utmost alarm, and exhibited all the 
confusion of a sudden and tumultuous emigra¬ 
tion. But our generals, * in those two opposite 
quarters, were not merely brave ; they possessed 
prudence, a quality even superior to valor. They 
were sensible, and so was our government, that 
we should gain nothing by laying waste tbe Spa¬ 
nish provinces on the one hand, or on the other by 
enfeebling and entailing the horrors of a civil war 
upon a power with whicn, after less than a year’s 
hostilities, we felt the necessity of a reconciliation. 
Victories still more splendid eouldnot have accele¬ 
rated an accommodation more than the amgance 
of the English. Thus our real enemies promoted 
our cause as much as the success of our arms 
could possibly have done. 

The Catalonians and the Castilians, united by 
their attachment to a religion whose interest* 
were represented to them as involved in the revo¬ 
lution against which Europe had taken up arms, 
united also by their affection for an excellent mo¬ 
narch, who never gave them the slightest cause 
of complaint, forgot their animosities in order to 
make a common cause against the common fenemy. 
But soon afterwards, as they had combined their 

* Ge*nl> iMoooay and Perignon, both of vinca* am at pit* 
sent inar*ha}s of fte French empire. 
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efforts for war, they joined in the wish for peace, 
as well as in their resentment against the real ene¬ 
my who had instilled into their bosoms his own 
antipathy ; and we have had reason to congratu¬ 
late ourselves that we did not punish them, by 
the great and permanent injury which, we might 
have done them for the transient error of their 
government. What would now be our regret, 
if, when the day of reconciliation had arrived, we 
bad left Spain exposed to the horrors of civil war, 
to the fear of insurrections, and the necessity of 
inflicting vengeance; if we had thereby almost 
precluded the possibility of a sincere accommo¬ 
dation ; if this power, obliged to divide its atten¬ 
tion and its efforts between the reduction of rebel¬ 
lious subjects and the assistance of allies, had for 
a considerable time had no efficient aid to give, 
nothing but reproaches to make us ? 

But it is time to quit Catalonia, and to bring 
the reader to the conclusion of this long journey. 

From Figueras you have a very distinct view 
pf the Pyrenees, or to express myself more cor¬ 
rectly, you are at the foot of those mountains. 
You are surrounded by opy of the branches of 
that immense chain; for the hills, several of which 
Overlook, but at a considerable distance, the emi¬ 
nence on which Figueras is situated, that make a 
long circuit rpund this fortress, and then sink 
info the scant Cape Palamesi are nothing but 
a,ramifieatioj£ of the* Pyreuees. The Lampour- 
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dan, encompassed by this range, is watered, espe¬ 
cially from north-east to south-west, by a great 
number of small rivers and streams. Such are the 
Lobrcgat which descends from the Pyrenees, and 
passes very near Junqni^ra; the Muga, on whose 
bank stood the foundery destroyed by our troops; 
the Manol, along which lay our chief canton-' 
menls, as Sistella, the extremity of our principa 
line, Avilionet, Villafan, and Castillon; the Alga, 
on whose banks there were likewise some; the 
Flnvia, the boundary of our conquests, a river 
which you cross by the bridges of Besalu aud 
Raseara, though it is fordable in almost every sea¬ 
son, and which, after approaching near to the 
sea at the village of San Pere Piscador, makes a 
circuit, and discharges itself two short leagues 
further to the south, into the extremity of the bay 
of Rosas; lastly, the Ter, which falls into the sea 
eight or ten leagues below Girona, opposite to 
the small islands of Medes. 

These rivers and streams, which may be forded 
almost the whole year, are swoln in spring by the 
raelting-of the snow, and the rain with which it 
fa accompanied. In the month of .April 179ft, I 
witnessed one of these periodical inundations. 
Alter three days’ rain, all the little rivers between 
the PinviA and Figueras, including the Fluvia it- 
Selfj swelled to such a degree, that all the fords 
became f harpassable, and the cointnunieatienlife- 
tween 4h«l head-quarters and some of o«r ehnfon- 

7 2 
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jnents w.as rendered almost impracticable for per¬ 
sons on foot.. Circumstances of this kind are 
common in a great part of Spain, and especially 
in Catalonia; and during the celebrated campaign 
to which we have alluded above, one of these sud¬ 
den inundations of theSegre, the Cinca, and other 
rivers running in the same direction, threw such 
obstacles in the w r ay of Caesar’s operations, as no¬ 
thing hut the greatest exertions enabled him to 
surmount. 

The road from Figueras to Junquiera is, in ge¬ 
neral, excellent, and runs through a fertile and 
well cultivated country. At first you proceed 
along the chain of pleasant hills which surrounds 
Figueras. As soon as you have passed the little 
village of Pont des Molinos, you come in sight 
of the long range of eminences on which the 
Spaniards had erected those redoubts that would 
have long checked the progress of an army less 
brave than ours. Some of them are on the oppo¬ 
site bank, of the Lobregat, which proceeds from the 
foot of the mountains of Bellegarde, and which 
you twice cross over handsome bridges. Soon af¬ 
ter you have passed all these redoubts, and ascend¬ 
ed a hill, you have before you the mountains on 
one of which stands Bellegarde; and at the foot of 
them you perceive the modest town of Junquiera, 
■which might apparently be annihilated in a ino- 

ment by the fire of this formidable fortress. 

. r j* 1 , 

Junquiera, situated at the entrance "of a valley^ 

which .yadually grows wider towards Catalonia, 
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has no other resource than agriculture and the 
cork-trees which cover the neighbouring moun¬ 
tains. This town is open on all sides and nearly 
defenceless. In 1793, I found there a detach¬ 
ment, of no more than two hundred men. Ac¬ 
cordingly the inhabitants, while they professed the 
warmest attachment to their sovereign, complained 
bitterl y of the neglected state in which, they were 
left in so dangerous a neighbourhood as that of 
Hellegarde. 

This fortress, however, appears much less for¬ 
midable from this point than from many other 
parts of the road which winds among the rocks 
on the other side of the Pyrenees. Ten times in 
traversing this long and toilsome labyrinth you 
lose, and again come in sight of this proud mo¬ 
narch of the circumjacent valiies. 

It is a long half league from Juuquiera to the 
spot where the traveller is exactly under Belle- 
garde ; and in this interval there is scarcely any 
ascent, y ou Jjirst,come to a small detached house, 
near which stood, in 1,793, two little columns 
forming the boundary between France and Spain. 
(One of them bore the arms pf his catholic ma¬ 
jesty, and the other the name of the French re¬ 
public, with its arms recently carved. In 1795, 
.1 found these boundaries overthrown by .the 
hands of victory. The columns were broken in 
pieces, and the road was strewed with their frag¬ 
ments. you would have supposed that Catalo- 
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Ionia was irrevocably incorporated with tlic French 
republic. 

A little further is a small village called 1c Per- 
thus, where one of the roads leading toBcllcgaide 
begins. Here in time of peace is fixed the office 
where the passports of travellers arc examined; 
and here, in March 1793, I found companies of 
our brave volunteers who often came down from 
the fortress to enquire the news, and in particu¬ 
lar whether the signal for the War with Spain 
would soon be gi ven. M y arrival on the territory 
of France seemed to calm their impatience. Per- 
thus gives name to the defile through which you 
proceed from Junquiera to Boulou by a winding 
toad which you are ready to think you shall never 
come to the end of. 

The road as far as Perthus cannot be in better 
condition, but from the place where our territory 
commences it had, in 1793, been greatly neglect¬ 
ed. In 1795 1 found it in tolerable repair. * 
From Junquiera to Boulou it winds from one side 
to the other of the lofty Pyrenees, and exhibits 
views truly picturesque. In this country, through 
which the traveller cannot pass without mingled 
emotions of pleasure and of awe, nature is alter- 

* At present the road from junquicra k> Boulou may, upon 
the whole, be reckoned one of the finest in Europe. The 
passage of the Pyrenees, in particular, is remarkable for nume¬ 
rous works which are not inferior in magnificence and boldness 
to any thing of the^ja^-in Europe. 



OK SPAIN. 


343 

nalely lovely, majestic, and terrible. As in most 
mountainous countries, she here displays great 
variety of situation, and seems to have taken de¬ 
light in approximating the most contrary cli¬ 
mates. Sometimes you have the plains of Cata.- 
lonia or Roussillon beneath the serenest sky, and 
you soon afterwards find yourself in the'region ot 
storms. This change I experienced myself iu 
March 1795, in one of my journics from Perpig¬ 
nan to Figucras. When I quitted Roussillon, 
the mildest temperature prevailed in that pro¬ 
vince. On the summit of the Pyienees I was 
overtaken by a violent storm. 1 travelled for some 
time by the lurid coruscations of lightning On 
my arrival in the plains of Lampourdan, I found 
the earth covered with snow which had fallen 
while 1 was crossing the mountains, llow little 
is man w ith his grand tactical manoeuvres, and his 
great political plans, in comparison of these su¬ 
blime phenomena of nature 1 How mean the most 
formidable armies appear beside these antique 
barriers 1 How they dwindle awry in the bosom 
of the deep vallies! What is the report of ar¬ 
tillery to the thunders of heaven, the peals of 
■which arc a hundred times reverberated in their 

tortuous defiles ! Generations of heroes pass 

* 

away and disappear, but the enormous mass of 
the Canigou, covered with everlasting snows, 
remains, like ihe universe, immovable and eter¬ 
nal. 
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From Perthus it is a long league to Boulou, 
seated in the midst of a valley, surrounded by an 
amphitheatre of mountains, many of which arc 
covered with snow' even in the middle of spring. 
From this prodigious mass of mountains, to the 
left of the traveller, towers Canigou, one of the 
loftiest peaks of the Pyrenees, whose summit is 
lost in the clouds. You proceed, but the dis¬ 
tance seems not to diminish its magnitude, and 
when you have reached Perpignan, you still ima¬ 
gine yourself at its foot. 

Before you ascend to the village of Boulou, 
which is the first stage in France, you come to 
the T Veb, a small river which rises in the Py¬ 
renees, waters Pratz de Molio and the Fort des 
Bains, runs very near the small town of Cpret, 
and falls into the sea a little below Cojliqure. Iu 
1193, travellers were obliged to ford it witlj pon- 
siderable inconvenience. To see men with no 
other clothing than their shirts wading in the 
water up to their middle, and pushing the car¬ 
riages along by main force to the opposite shore* 
pould not but excite unpleasant sensations. The 
war which ravaged the banks of this river, at least 
occasioned the erection of a small wooden bridge, 
which after having for two years facilitated the 
passage‘of aanie i, and all that follows in their 
train, now promotes communications of a mr 
peaceable kind. 

At Boulou, which is only a musket shot fjonj 
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the Tech, I shall conclude my narrative; hut be¬ 
fore I bid adieu to the reader, 1 shall take a last 
look at the country which I have endeavour¬ 
ed to describe, and present him with the re¬ 
capitulation of my observation.; and of my wishes 
respecting it. 



KECAPfTULATION.* 


I think I have (kinonsf rated, fiitti 8;»aiii ai'l 
its inhabitants arc far from deserving that c 

* This Recapitulation Las been left nearly in the shite m 
which it appeared in the second edition, though untie cnanges 
have since that tune taken place in Spain. exhibits that 
kingdom a-, it was, or as it app< <trcd to fi ~ author in It 

will afford at least, a medium of comparts- :■ b •( ween the state 
cf the country at that period and at present. The additions 
and alterations required by the text composed ante years ago, 
are subjoined in the. form of notes. 

The author world be extremely sorry if the intentions which 
suggested this Retrospect were to be mistaken. In the slight 
.-hades vt hich he 'M introduced into his picture of Spain, lie 
wishes to evince himself the sincere friend deploring fatalities, 
rather than the morose critic, who takes delight in finding 
fault. 1 le can affirm, that his censures are much Jess severe than 
those which he has a hundred times heard from the lips of Spa¬ 
niards, whose good sense was equal to their attachment to their 
country. Resides, where is the roar,fry, but what, on a close 
examination, affords subjects fot censure? Where is the 
-;i!:on hut what has imperfections > Where are the govern* 
:.lent-that deserve nothing but praise r The writer who sets 
himself op for (he judge of a nation or a government, might 
certain!v be a-Ud: “ Who commissioned you, who obliged 
you, who gave you the right to assume the character.of a judge 
and dictator ?” 1 shall not reply, that he received the comnv> - 

s'mn from his s'feal, and that the purity of his motives ought to 
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tempt with which they' httvv been treated by ig¬ 
norance. What do they want on the contrary, 
in order to excite envy ? lias not Spain within 
her bosom, all the elements of prosperity? What 
a leliotoils climate ! vYhat multifarious produc¬ 
tions, which indnstr*’, if more enlightened and 
more skilfully directed, might easily bring to per¬ 
fection—wines, fruits, wool, silk, oil, horses, 
&c. What treasures of every kind are yet un¬ 
explored in the bowels of the earth ! Of what 
might not her inhabitants be rendered capable, 
were the government to second the bounty of 
nature. 

But it would appear, that in spite of the purest 
intentions,a fatal instinct has long di\cried it from 

procure him the indulgence even of those whom he accuses_ 
Such common-place excuses, if they were admitted, might 
serve as apas-pott to absurdities and invectives, as well as to 
truth and commendations. The following reply would pel liap.s 
be more to the purpose :—” If you will not permit the 
person who has devoted the greater part of his life to the 
contemplation o: any particular subject, to submit to the pub¬ 
lic the results of his observations, however mature they may 
be, in which impartiality alternately bestows praise or censure, 
celebrates virtues and heroic deeds, Uulies abuses, and deplores 
errors; be consistent, alleast, and proscribe all moral, philo¬ 
sophical, and above all, historical w.,rh;, for they all contain 
nothing else. But you mu-; in this case, make up janir minds 
to consign alike to oblivion, both the heroes who have reflected 
lustre on your country, and the bad ministers who nave been 
its scourge; and to deprive future generations of the lessons 
inculcated by the past.” 
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the track which it ought to have pursued. Too 
often, i a Spain, have habit and obstinacy perpe*- 
tuated measures, the disadvantages of which are 
admitted bv all enlightened men; qr if genius 
proposes new processes, if. courage plans their 
execution, envy and prejudice a/e leagued to 
oppose them in their career. In no country, 
perhaps, have intrigue and calumuy proved more 
successful in their attacks on merit and talent. 
Let us endeavour to enumerate the distinguish¬ 
ed uieR, whom, in our own days, they have 
doomed to a mortifying disgrace, or reduced 
to mere cyphers. 

Let us mention Maritz and Gautier * engaged 
in..improving, the one the artillery, and the other 
the system of ship-buildiug, and escaping but by 
a miracle, from the malice of their persecutors. 

Olaxidc ,f snatched from his flourishing colony ' 
in older to be immured in the dungeons of the 
inquis ilion. 

* They are both dead: one died about twenty years ago, 
and the other in 1SOO. The former lias left sons who are in 
the Spanish service, and are worthy of the name which their 
father rendered illustrious. 

-j- He returned to his native country in 1^97, and retired to 
a small town of Andalusia, where he died three years ago. 
His recal was preceded and occasioned by the publication of a 
rtilrgrbus work, entitled, El Eiiangelio in Triumfa, which he 
composed during the last years of his residence in France* land 
iviiich has had such a circulation both-’io Spain and America, 
that it has Attached the shob-edition; 
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A Marquis d'lranda,* * * § whole great talents as a 
statesman, and particularly as a financier, have 
for thirty years been continually dreaded, but 
scarcely ever consulted. 

A Count de Campomancs ,f who towards the 
conclusion of his lone career as a scholar and a 
magistrate, was suffered to retain only those ho¬ 
nours of which he could not be deprived. 

A Count d' Aranda,\ atoning by two disgraces, 
for the energy of his character and the excellence 
of his plans. 

A Cabarrus,\\ whose talents and services were 
remunerated by an imprisonment of four years. 

A Thomas Munoz, who bad great difficulty 
to obtain forgiveness for the success of the immor¬ 
tal work which he executed at Cadiz. 

A Mazarredo,§ less known and less esteemed 

* He died in I SOI, at a very advanced age. He had ob¬ 
tained, towards the end of his useful life, the empty honou 1- 
of Counsellor of State. 

f He died in 1800 , invested with the fc mours of governor 
of Castile. 

% He died in exile at his estates in An agoo. 

|| After having, as we have already observed, recovered 
some influence, he withdrew seven years ago into private lifi., 
He first retired to.the vicinity of Turrelaguuja, fourteen leagues 
from Madrid, where he devoted all his attention to agricultural 
pursuits. His indefatigable activity has since induced him to 
undertake several journies on his. private affairs. -, , 

§ Since the above was written, lie has received marks of 
confidence and esteem from his court,,and has instiled them 
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in his own country, than among two neighboui ■ 
ing nations, by (hose who are capable of duly ap- 
predating his transcended merit. 

An Augustin Betancourt , one of the most skil¬ 
ful mechanicians in Europe, by the confession of 
the scientific men of France and England, who, 
indeed, is neither slighted nor forgotten, but 
whom they do not think fit to employ in Spain, 
where all the machinery used in the arts and ma¬ 
nufactures is still so imperfect, and are sending 
to construct roads and canals in the island of 
Cuba.* 

A Maluspina and a Father Gil,f who were im- 

by the activity which he has displayed in the naval department 
at Cadiz. 

* His \oyage to the island of Cuba was prevented by vari¬ 
ous ciicumstanccs. On his return to Madrid, his talents at¬ 
tracted the notice of government. He was entrusted with the 
establishment of the telegraphs, in which he was very busily 
engaged with M. Breguet,during lu» last visit to Paris. He has 
begun one line extending from Buen Retiro to Aranjuez, and 
which is to be continued to Cadi*,. He is at pvesent one of 
the directors of the post-office, and has the particular superin¬ 
tendent e of the department of bridges and roads. In rhi* ca¬ 
pacity he has recently erected or repaired one hundred at.a 
forty-one bridges, on the two roads from Madrid to Barcelona 
the one leading through Valencia, the other through Saragossa, 
in order to facilitate the journey of the king and queen to Ca - 
talonia in September 1802. He has since been appointed di- 
Jector of the cabinet of machines established at Buen Rctirp, 

t They haseiopg been restored to liberty. Malaspina 1 
retired to Puttna/ his native country. 
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prisoned at Hie moment when they are about to 
publish an account of a new Voyage round th«s 
World. 

A Francisco Saavedra, who, after having 
evinced in the Spanish colonies, extraordinary 
talents for government, languishes almost in ob¬ 
scurity in one of those honorary posts reserved as 
rewards for the long ser\ ices of mediocrity, or for 
men of abilities who are compelled to retire from 
public life.* 

A Ramon Pignatctti, + a Gaspard Jovcltanos,% 
men of the brightest talents, of the warmest pa¬ 
triotism, who were consigned to obscurity, the 
one in Arragon, the other in the Asturias, and 
who, on the narrow' theatre in which cireum- 


* Don Francisco Saavedra was placed in j 798, at the head 
of the department of foreign affairs, bnt soon afterwards sue 
COfeded dd interim, by M. d’Urquijo, and definitively by the 
present niinistgr, M. de Cevallos. On his recovery from the 
indisposition which occasioned him to be superseded, be was 
obliged to remain almost a year at the Etcuria!; he was after - 
wards permitted to retire to Puerto Real, near Cadiz, where he 
still resides. 

f Be died at Saragossa, engaged till Lis decease in the 
works of the canal of Arragon, and without having everVe- 
tairied any other reward than the testimonies of a cold esteem : 
but with these his proud and independent spirit was Content. 

X Of tins gentleman we Lave frequently had occasion to speak 
in 'this nevf edition. Removed from the post of minister soon 
after he had been raised to it, he was first exiled to his native 
province, Asturias, and afterwards confined in a convent of 
Carmelites at Majorca. 
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itancps placed them, reflect honour on their 
country by services, the only compensation foe 
which is the esteem of their fellow-citizens. 

Besides many other men nf genius and science, 
and artists of every description, whose merits are 
known and appreciated, but who are suffered to 
languish unemployed and almost in indigence , 1,5 
while there are places and pensions for the shal¬ 
low and the intriguing. No money can be spared 
for useful undertakings while it is lavished to 
gratify a luxury which gives no additional lustre 
to the throne, but which may furnit a discontent¬ 
ed persons with very dangerous arguments.f 

And yet, in spite of the fetters by which this 
nation is cramped, notwithstanding the injustice 
by which it is discouraged, and the prejudices 

* It is necessary in this place to do justice to the Spanish 
government, and to acknowledge that of late years, it has in 
many instances conferred honours on merit even though it 
was known to it only through the medium of public report j 
that it has given employment to many distinguished subjects 
who deserved, and who hqve justified its confidence; and 
that if faults, perhaps slight, or not proved, have sometime? 
been punished by mortifying disgiaces, no service, however 
has gone unrewarded. At this moment (180 6) it honours 
men truly enlightened with it, inn mate friendship, and that m 
the face rtf all Europe. 

f These observations appeared rather unjust. It has 
been asserted that they, were furnished me by persons who 
W’fXcUjKjjr soured by disappointment, er ill informed. I there- 
ferelEit incumbent on me to disavow them, or at least to 
declare that th^ajpnot applicable t» the find yuan Of the 
present centuiyy 
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uy witii it ’ it, isf calumniated, wbat has .it not al¬ 
ready done <to rouse itself from the disgraceful 
lelhargyinto which it had sunk at the conclusion 
of the-seventeenth eeuturv. 

If we wduld leArn to form a less unfavourable 
opinion of the Spaniaidfc, let us compare the 
reign of Charles II. with that of Charles IV .; 
let us consider what was the state of manufac¬ 
tures, commerce, the navy, the arts and sciences 
in general, at the former period, and what it is 
at present. 

How much more striking would this difference 
be, if frcqdenf and useless wars were not so often 
to interrupt the career of prosperity w Inch they 
have been pursuing for near a century ; if tlic 
plans, -wbn£e stability alone can in ure success, 
were not incessantly thwarted by It niporarv cir¬ 
cumstances. 

i 

How deplorable it is to see a nation, apparent¬ 
ly grave and given to reflection, more subservient 
than any other, 'even than our own, to the little 
passions of those who occupy the throne, or of 
those wdio surround it 1 Chancellor Bacon ca¬ 
lumniated the one, and too highly flattered thp 
other, when lieobsencd two centuries ago that 
the Spaniards appeared wiser than they were, 
and that the French wete wiser than they ap¬ 
peared, " 

Of how many caprice* hate &bp former |een 
the sport o£> the 
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trian dynasty ! What did they gain by two of the 
wars of Philip V. except the barren honour of 
seeing his posterity in possession of two pclty 
sovereignties of Ttalv ! 

Ferdinand VI. of a more pacific disposition, 
patronized s.»me splendid undertaking - '' ; but 
more avaricious of money than of g-lor), he filled 
his coffers, and suffered several branches of the 
'‘Administration to fall to decav. As a Frenchman 
I might fiud fault with him for his attachment 
to the court of London This, however, a Spa¬ 
niard would do more than forgive, since it de¬ 
ferred the moment when Spain was obliged to 
bear a pail m the'disasters of the war of 17-hO. 

t’luiles III. shewed himself more generous in 
apnear&ncc ; but it was in the quality of a mo¬ 
narch of the house of Bourbon, of a personal 
enemy of the English, that he espoused our 
cause. This attachment cost Spain part of her 
navy and Flonda. To indemnify her for this 
loss, we gave her Louisiana. But what has the 
Spanish nation acquired by the change ? Colo¬ 
nies whom its government first exasperated by 
the most odious t\ ranny, and whose affections it 
afterwards sought to gfyi by various sacrifices. 

SeVcti Years afterwgtris, a quarrel respecting 4 
point of honour threatened it with a rupture with 
the court of j&L Jjmes’s* Ruinous efforts to 


In 1770 , on'tb^sjjbjecf'of thgl^kidtth’lslfiads. 
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. procure reparation, and a fresh appropriation of 
the funds destined for useful undertakings, were 
the natural* consequences. 

Our intervention dispelled the storm; buteight 
years had scarcely elap«ed when Spain suflered 
herself to be drawn, against her interest, into 
the American war. The conquest of Minorca, 
and the rerosery of tire Floridas, were the fruits 
of this war, impolitic at least, if not unjust; but 
the completion of the canals of Castile and Arra* 
gon, which had been so long in hand, would 
most assuredly have contributed more to her pro¬ 
sperity, and been attended with less expence. 

Stie had not enjoyed peace moic than seven 
years before she was on the point of again in' wir¬ 
ing herself in the homos of war, and interrupt¬ 
ing the progress of the most advantageous un¬ 
dertakings, for the sake of a few furs in the remot¬ 
est corner of North America.* But projects still 
more insensate solicited and obtained the prefer- 

* Spain was desiious of piocuring the recognition of the ex¬ 
clusive right which she claimed to the whole north-eas't coast 
of North Ameiica, as fai as it extended towards the pole. 
Consistently with these pretensions, she complained of the 
settlements v. Inch the Engh ,li had formed at .Nootka $our*J, 
between tl^e latitude of dp" and jo\ We were going ^inter¬ 
fere in this quarrel, which had nearly lad to a rupture at,the 
beginning of l/QO, when Spain thought fit to come to an ac¬ 
commodation with the English, by admitting their'right to 
form establishments upon the American coast frppi Cfope Men¬ 
docino, in the AO&jJspps, fe.NpptkajSfWi?- 

AA 2 
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once. A mania which at (his period seized an 
the cabinets of Europe, caused the court of Ma¬ 
drid to direct all its attention towards the French 
revolution. Spaiu placed herself at the head of 
the powers leagued to counteract it. Ijcr admi¬ 
nistration and her plans were suddenly changed. 
She seemed disposed to remain a passive spectator 
of our convulsions, and to confine herself to de¬ 
fensive measures, when an event affecting her 
more nearly fhan any other monarchy, caused her 
to join, against her interest, in the general re¬ 
sentment. 

This deviation, which to the tribunal of sove¬ 
reigns, must certainly appear extremely venial, 
was but of short continuance. The experience 
of tw enty-eight months was sufficient. She con¬ 
cluded peace, after making exertions and sus¬ 
taining disasters which rendered repose and econo¬ 
my equally necessary. It was imagined that she 
would now devote her whole attention to the 
paymput of her debts, the improvement of her 
finances, the construction of her roads, canals, 
&e. No such thing: she determines, in prefer¬ 
ence to every other con sid eration, to punish file 
arrogance of her late allies. As a Frenchman, I 
canftot but applaud the resolution she has adopt¬ 
ed, and hope that victory will crown her exer¬ 
tions.* But this war, be its issue what it may, 

* This wish has not bceft'cntirdy accomplished. Doling the 
’%ar terminated by the eace of. Amiens, ‘the Spaniards with- 
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will be another check to the progress of her 
prosperity; and if it should prove unsuccessful, 
Spain,has so many possessions to lose, so many 
advantages to regain, that peace is a duty incum¬ 
bent on her more than any other power, as long 
as it is compatible with her security and her ho¬ 
nour. And yet to gratify cabinet animosities, in 
compliance with the little passious of those by 
whom she is governed, has she been exposed eight 
times in less than a century to the vicissitudes of 
war !* 

Ct is not in this way that a power formerly 
great, that a nation which once held the foremost 
rank, is to be regenerated and restored to its an¬ 
cient elevation. Every century in a monarchical 
state produces at least two weak kings, some am¬ 
bitious queens, like Isabella Farnese; some rest¬ 
less ministers, such as Alberoui and Florida 

out doubt manifested courage and talents. They endured va¬ 
rious blockades, anc withstood many attacks with energy and 
perseverance. They proved their attachment m their old ally 
Who had sometimes been tlicir enemy. Ibe state of inactivity 
to which they were almost invariably reduced, and the losses 
which they experienced, were the results of the most imperi¬ 
ous circumstances. But does not this war, which ought to 
give them uew claims to our esteem, nuthouse the reproaches 
‘dictated to the author by his affection for them ? WiJP it not 
justify "some of hii predictions r 

These observatipns will not apply to the war in which 
Spain is at present engaged. The previous provocation which 
(die received will loiig-be remembered. 
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Blanca. Every century Vi if Wessex inert than one 
dispute fts itjipoitant as those rtspeetiftg the Falk¬ 
land Islands, and Nootka Sound. As empire 
whose destiny is committed to such hands, may 
make a considerable figure in the newspapers ef 
the time, but it runs the risk of osceiting only the 
regret of posterity. A state in its foil vigour Of 
maturity and health may defv such storms • it is 
Sufficiently robust to weather them ; but exer¬ 
tions of this kind are rather too violent perhaps 
for a convalescent. 

This truth is exemplified in Spain, Her inha¬ 
bitants are endowed with a warm and fertile ima¬ 
gination. They possess an aptitude for all the 
hits, and have infant establishments of almost 
every kind. The sources of wealth flow beneath 
transparent strata at their feet. Good sense is an 
univcisal quality' even among the lowest classes, 
and for some time knowledge is as generally dif¬ 
fused even among the higher orders. But their 
great versatility, and the numerous plans iormed 
by one passion, and overturned by another, ac¬ 
count for the stationary situation of this country. 
TLese too oft repeated alternatives of useless war 
and of peaee moie brilliant than solid, those short 
monf.nts of uv^dence, succeeded by long fits of 
extravagan^pasimilatc the Work.Of her regene¬ 
ration to i£jfflp>oors of Penelope. 

In onHptneti to carry into complete effect 
meaures^Saoptcd within these filly years for the 
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promotion of her prosperity, she should prose 
cute her plans with greater peiseveiance ami at - 
iivtty, ami have less inch nation foi oste:>talious 
enterprises; she ought to pay attention to her 
establishments for education, rather than to her 
Philippine company, at 1 1 ndeavour to improve 
Old Castile m preference to the island of Trini¬ 
dad.* 

To this end, the present moment seems to be 
the most favourable of any that has for a long 
time occurred. A miuister in the flower of his 
age, to whose will every thing is subservient, 
and who appears seriously intent on the welfare 
of hua country ; a monarch to whom the pmity 
of his manners and a robust constitution piomise 
length of years; abundance of excellent plans ; 
of men of genius to conceive new ones; of b«n.d> 
which requite only practice and encouragement 
to become skdfd; a nation proud, it is tiue, 
but which, unless absolutely insulted, will be 
found docile aj* i affectionate ; a nation in w inch 
the government is so organised, the agents of 
both the temporal and spiritual power aie so dis¬ 
tributed, and whose population is scattered, in 
such a manner, that the discontented may with 
ease be watched aud kept m awe,, that ■ here is 
.net a rallying point tp render them formidable; 

1 

* It has* spec beta ceded to the English by the peace of 
Amiens. 
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and what is much more certain, that no great 
efforts of bounty would be required to appease 
them. How many circumstances here conspire 
to facilitate the execution of projects of national 
improvement, with all the confidence of uucon- 
t&stod authority, and all the deliberation of wis¬ 
dom ; to dispose of esery thing like the rightful 
owner* and not with the baste of one who is 
afraid of being ejected from his possessions; to 
triumph over the obstacles which men and things 
throw in the way of the most useful undertak¬ 
ings! . 

But if Spain would derive advantage from cir¬ 
cumstances so favourable, let her above all things 
‘renounce that growing ambition whirl) causes 
rulers to mistake glory for prosperity; which, 
adopting a modern maxim of the law’ of nations, 
imagines that nature has fixed the limits of states, 
as if any usurpation might not be justified ou 
the same ground. 

.Let her own example teach her, that power 
depends not on extensive possessions, especially 
■when a state has a spacious territory to begin 
‘With, capable of supplying all the means of im¬ 
provement, a territory susceptible of such amelio¬ 
rations,*^ 1 agriculture, and such an increase in 
sits industry add population. 

What* advantage, i-for instance,- would ’’Spain 
derive, from* the conquest o£ -Portugal, which is 
»up.posed$|oubde*s;without tfuflieieMt grounds. 
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to be one of the favourite projects of its new go¬ 
vernment. It canuot but be sensible that each 
of the two nations has its prejudices, which .an 
incorporation would only tend to aggravate. 
Without any hope of being ever able to gain the 
affections of the conquered people, it would be 
obliged to watch its new subjects, and to over¬ 
awe them by extraordinary means, which would 
divide its attention, increase its expcnccs, and ex¬ 
pose it to perpetual broils. 

But, supposing 1 his incorporation effected with¬ 
out a struggle ; in this ease, in my opinion, Spain 
would incur dangers less imminent hut not less 
formidable. Her Europeau dominions would 
then be bounded by those pretended limits of 
Mature, the Pyrenees, the Ocean, and the Medi¬ 
terranean. Irrevocably allied with France—as 
she seems sensible that her permanent interest 
requires she should be—she would have no in- 
v asion to fear by land; and her distance from 
the maritime powers secures her from attacks by 
sea. She might then cultivate in security all the 
aits of peace. These are certainly sufficient to 
give happiness to individuals and prosperity to 
empires; but the art of war, how destructive 
soever it may be, is likewise necessary. «»It con¬ 
solidates that strength, without which prosperity 
is hut precarious. It is forgotten in the repose 
of uuintcrruptetlpeace.) - A nation becomes •■ef¬ 
feminate when it is. surrounded only Rallies, 
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when it enjoys a long exemption from alarm,; 
and the empire, however flourishing it maybe, 
fells an easy prey to a conqueror or a usurper : 
or if ft: is not exposed to dangers of this kind, it 
ennobles to pieces beneath the very weight of its 
prosperity. 

Let those then, who wonkl insure the perma¬ 
nent prosperity of Spaiu, not expect, it from that 
extension of territory which can dazzle none but 
women and children. She wants allies we admit; 
hut it is also necessary that she should have near 
and jealous rivals, to keep her upon the alert, 
and to prevent her neglecting those means of 
defence, and even of attack,, which the passions of 
mankind will always reader necessary. She re¬ 
quires long- intervals of peace; but as long as the 
philanthropic reveries of the Abbe de St. Pierre 
are not realized, the possibility of war should not 
suffer her vigilance'to be lulled to sleep, or that 
courage, w hich is one of the characteristic virtues 
of Spaniards, to run the risk of degenerating in 
the absence of danger. 

It were perhaps likewise to be v, ishetl, that 
their government; renouncing; its antiquated pre¬ 
judices, and its ideas of false grandeur, would 
look fotSvard VSfit bout alarm to the prospect of 
the inevitable independence of the greatest part 
of its colonies; that, preparing itself roc this sepa¬ 
ration, it blight present; its being attended with 



the effusion of blood ; that it would treat its co¬ 
lonies, not adult children- who groan beneath 
the yoke of a cruel mother, but as children volun¬ 
tarily emancipated, who would long retain a 
Warm affection for their parent, and would become 
her closest allies; that it were convinced that 
this pacific revolution gently guided by wisdom, 
would be facilitated by the conformity of man¬ 
ner*, of language, of religion; that it would 
profit by the example of England, whose tyranny 
towards her colonies retarded this union, but 
which, within these few years, has seen circum¬ 
stances restore that natural cordiality width must 
subsist between nations which were so long con¬ 
nected, and still retain so many points of contact; 
that it may learn from these same Englku, from 
the Dutch, and from the French, that it is neither 
the number uor the extent of colonies, but their 
organization and the excellence of the system 
adopted in respect to lheui a which constitute the 
wealth of tfce mother-country • that the French 
part alone of St. Domingo was in 1788 more 
profitable to France, than Cuba, Mexico, and 
Peru part together are to Spain.—Here let me 
pause.—— 

I am aware of the ancient prejudices conse¬ 
crated in the archives of the council of the Indies, 
and transmitted from one administration tp an¬ 
other, ever since the conquest of America. I 
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am sensible that such M iches are premature ; but 
woe be to Spain if they remain long unaccom¬ 
plished ! 

Ye modem Spaniards, be at least persuaded 
toreuouncethe projects of aggrandizement which 
are ascribed to you ! Has not 3 our government. 
have uot j'c yourselves numberless other means of 
promoting sour prosperity,, of employing your 
zeal, jour wealth, jour talents, and your cou¬ 
rage ? 

Your zeal, for the last thirty jears in paiticu- 
Jar, has been "irected to useful objects. It has 
created Patriotic Societies, whose dawn was so 
auspicious, and which have hitherto, with very 
few exceptions, given birth to nothing blit unac¬ 
complished plans and unrealized w ishes. In order 
to piodwee much greater advantage, it only re¬ 
quires to be directed and encouraged. For though 
you live under a government marly despotic 
your bosoms are warmed by tlic genuine Ioyo of 
country, and notwithstanding the efforts that aie 
made to keep you in darkness, this sentiment be¬ 
gins to shine forth with increased lustre. 

Your wealth is locked up ip your coffers, or 
transferred to funds whose managers take it at a 
low interest, and employ it in speculations by 
which they are the oniyjgainers. Why do ye not 
expend it, not on religious foundations, already 
too numerous, and wW&h seem rather designed 
to encourage idleness than to soothe distress, but 
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i n vtt ibiishments useful to your country, advan¬ 
tageous to yourselves, and calculated lo diftuse 
abundance and life from one extremity of your 
country to the other ? In thU respect at least, 
imitate your haughty rivals, who ought never to 
have been your allies. Consider the miracles of 
this hind which public spirit has performed in 
Bnglaud. Look at the numberless canals, plan¬ 
ned and completed at a prodigious ex pence, not 
by kings or ministers, but by private individuals, 
who, for their own advantage, t iliven vast dis¬ 
tricts. In some of your provinces you have 
already canals of irrigation, which may servo 
you for models. Increase their number. Your 
country, parched as it appears, possesses f s more 
resources of this kind than <1 hasty traveler is 
aware of. It wants shade; second the views of 
government by the general multiplication of your 
plantations. You will thus skreen your cattle, 
your fields, ^ »nd yourselves from the intense heat 
of your climate. Invite and tak^ into your pay 
artists capable of supplying your manufactures 
with machines calculated for saving time and 
manual labour. Without waiting for the com¬ 
mands of government, make cross-roads, pay 
more attention to y our breeds of hlffses, and to 
the improvement of your agiiculture. This lux¬ 
ury will be infinitely more advantageous then 
your gala dresses, and your numerous dependents 
and equipages. 
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Venn' inlcmh of every kind are sufficiently con^ 
fipiru us. You excel in the art of punting. 
Your cloth-manufactures, especially those of 
(inodnlaxara and Segovia, approach very near to 
perfection. 'W itliin these twenty years, those erf 
silk have improved, in an alarming- degree, for 
your rivals. In your roads in Biscay, Navarre, 
the Sierra Morena, and in the vicinity of the me¬ 
tropolis; in the docks of Carthagcna; in the 
dyke which you have opposed to the furv of the 
ocean which threatens Cadi/ ; in several of vour 
modern bride es. in a great number of your ships 
of war. you possess master-pieces of ingenuity. 
In your c-ipHo', in your royal residences, in several 
of your Lrg cities, civil architecture has produced 
edifer 1 , remarkable at least for the judgment 
with which they were planned, and for the regu¬ 
larity of their proportions. \ ou have several 
enslavers of eminence, who only want encou¬ 
ragement, and r public capable of appreciating 
their merits. Some of your painters revive the 
honour of yOur school, too little known beyond 
your own frontiers, and which your government 
is at length about to hold up to the admiration 
of the rest of But ope, through the medium of the 
graver.* 

* Eioht pi ten years ago, the couit of M wind cpncejvedtlh* 
dtjS'Cii of causiuj tbj^ greatest pan of the pictures winch adorn 
=he ioy.il residences be engraved ; hut utlier Aoin the idea 
% liniJh ’• aitist* alone were, nut adequate to the tasli, oi 



OF SPAIN. 367 

Other arts, less brilliant but mote useful, ara 
cultivated among- you with success. You are im¬ 
proving the manufacture of iron, arid have begun 
to refine copper. The productions of your gold 
and silversmiths are sot destitute of elegance. 
Few European coins display such .perfection as 
yours. Your government will soon have no oc¬ 
casion to relinquish to foreign .genius the task of 
conceiving, and to foreign hands that of executing 
plans of amelioration. Talents have iong enough 
beesi one of the branches of your imports ; they 
have at length become ,an indigenous production. 
It should be the duty of your government to seek 
them out and to avail itself of their aid. 

Finally, your courage, has without doul t abun¬ 
dant occasions for exercising itself in tii ic of 
peace. It requires courage to attack the abuses 
which account for your languor and lend to pro¬ 
long it. Courage is required to diminish the 
multitude ofjpriesis and monks, who disgrace you, 
and prey upon your vitals, who are not less per¬ 
nicious to religion than to agriculture. It is re¬ 
quired to effect the partition of those possessions 
the immense extent of which is tire'cause of the 

from tlie desire to excite a national emulation^hy raising up 
rivals to them in foreign countries, it divided among them and 
the engravers of Fiance, Germany, &c. the master-pieces of its 
imitteb'se gallery. This work is proceeding, and some Persian 
artists are engaged iupon it. The drawings of the pictures 
which they are to engrave, beginning with the Spanish School,' 
are «iiceesiilveTy tninsmitfed to th‘sr&. 
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.imperfect cultivation and depopulation of Aruia- 
lu.-ia. and of the f wo (.Vdiies. 

Courage, is reasons! to check the destructive 
career of the ivrnonits. that institution of pride 
which runs counter to the sentiments of nature, 
inasmuch as it accumulates all the advantages of 
fort one on the first born and his proiretiv, and thus 
dooms a great number of possess ions to useless 
inactivity. 

Courage is !i!. v- .-r required to strip the Mcnjttt 
of its ruinous p>-hUrges. and to restore to the pro¬ 
prietors the exclusive bene fits of their fields and: 

pastures. 

JBut cost •■ape is above all required, to wean the 
people from their superstitious habits; to over¬ 
turn those altars or. which they cannot sacrifice 
without (remhhag ; and lo deliver them from a 
tribunal which they dread as much as they revere, 
ami which is not even necessary to despotism, if 
the latter can condone prudence with energy. 

It is the governors alone who have hitherto been 
deficient in these different kinds of courage, by 
which Spain would soon be regenerated. They 
exist in a great number of the governed. Ilow 
many statesmen animated with that useful cou¬ 
rage winch accomplishes important enterprises, 
lias not the eighteenth century alone prodiic^X^ 

Look at an Alberoni awaking the S pan i sh nsdion , 
hi. a. violent and injudreious umnoer, it is true. 
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biit winch nevertheless roused it for a few years 
from its stupor. 

A Mctcanaz venturing to attack the abuses of 
that inquisition, of which he afterwards under¬ 
took the vindication. 

A Campillo. defying the clamors of the far- 
mers-general, those locusts of the exchequer, and 
replacing in the hands of government the admi¬ 
nistration of all the branches of the revenue of 
the cfown. 

A La Ensenada, conceiving many bold and 
Useful projects, seeking and finding able assist¬ 
ants. 

A ( halves , shaking off the ancient prejudices 
which confined the trade with Spanish America 
to a single port. 

An Olavidc attacking with a vigorous arm the 
most sacred abuses; creating, organizing, enli¬ 
vening an immense colony ; covering forests and 
deserts with flow rishing towns. 

A Carrasco defying the hatred of the great 
proprietors of lands, in order to strip them of 
their illegitimate acquisitions. 

A Count dAranda rallying for some years 
around the throne philosophical principles, whose 
application, tempered by prudence aiuT^nodified 
by local circumstances, would have promoted the 
prosperity of the subject, without diminishing 
the authority of the sovenwgau 
vox., in. ** 



370 


MODERN STATE 


A Cabarrus, attempting, in despite of etiquette 
and envy, various excellent innovations which 
make the Spanish nation acquainted with re¬ 
sources, the existence of which it scarcely sus¬ 
pected. 

A Rada, a Cawpomancs, a Florida Blanca , * 
endeavouring - , not w ithout success, to circum¬ 
scribe the spiritual authority w ithin proper limits, 
and know ing - how to make a distinction between 
respect for religion and stupid veneration for its 
ministers. 

These and many other examples demonstrate, 
that, especially in the last century, no sooner was 
the government willing to encourage difficult un¬ 
dertakings, than it found intrepid agents ready to 
second its views. Let it then hut manifest cou¬ 
rage itself, and the nation will not remain behind¬ 
hand. 

All despotic governments are at least, attend¬ 
ed with this advantage, that a single act of their 
will, executed yviih decision, and followed up 
with perse vera n ifc, i s capable of producing w on¬ 
ders, even amon||lp$ioust without information, 

* Notwithstanding soffit* errors, the Uouat cle Honda iitanca 
certainly deserves a distinguished place among the enlightened 
and courageous irten who have conceived, and in a great .mea¬ 
sure'executed, plans of utility to their country. Be obtained 
ara ps iif intrigue, he retained without meanness, and for the 
space of twelve years, lie in many respects, justified the co*- ; 
fidengyf r $®8l of the,best sovereigns that Spain can boast of. 
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and almost destitute of public spirit. Of what 
then is not Spain susceptible, with a nation fer¬ 
tile in genius, abounding in energetic characters, 
a nation which, if restored to its native vigor, 
would only have occasion to be directed and 
curbed! 

What a glorious task has fate allotted to you, 
O 3 'outliful minister,* whom I had an opportu- 

* I know not but what 1 may have been found fault with for 
this advice, rather bold perhaps, which, nine years since, I ven¬ 
tured to give for the first time to the Prince of the Peace. This 
fault, if it be one, is not however without an excuse. More 
than one writer of talents, far superior indeed, to mine, have 
like me, taken the liberty to express, unasked anu with impu¬ 
nity, similar wishes even in respect to sovereigns. They have 
been looked upon not so much in the light of improper !>v tons, 
as oPindirect tributes of homage address'd to none but those 
who are thought worthy of hearing the truth, as tributes whose 
motive cannot appear suspicious, which can neither degrade 
him who gives, nor wound the feelings of the person who re¬ 
ceives them. Had I consulted only my private sentiments, I 
might to be sure, I ke any other writer, and upon just grounds, 
have composed a pa legyrie on the Prince of tha Peace. To this 
end nothing more would have been necessary than to have 
called to mind the relations which subsisted between me and 
him, when he was still Duke of Alcudia ; the effusions of his 
confidence in the most critical circumstances 5 the soundness 
of his understanding, which 1 had opportunitfodTlrtppreciatingj 
the goodness of his heart, of which, had I been willin^toj|c* 
ceptthem, 1 might, have received proofs, when,iiptpsgjP^*Sny 
anxiety'respecting the fate which might aw ait'tnfe fl^France, 
at this most dangerous period o| our revolution (i 793) he of- 
J fered me an asylum in Spain,/ The recollection of tbefe cir¬ 
ri c 2 
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nity of closely observing a.t the brilliant com¬ 
mencement of your career! The path is open four 
you. The favor of the sovereign removes every 
obstacle that might impede your course. It is 
capable of conducting you to glory much more 
durable than itself and more worthy of your am¬ 
bition. You are in an age favourable to the con¬ 
ception of sublime plans, and to the hope of car¬ 
rying them into execution. You may, if you 
please, refute the slanderers of your nation, you 
may exalt it again to the rank it once held in Eu¬ 
rope, and secure yourself a distinguished place iu 
history. 

You already occupy some of its pages, which 
you cannot have a wish to erase. Yon conduct¬ 
ed a war much less calamitous for your country 
than it might have been, and concluded a peace 
the sacrifices of which bear no proportion to the 
previous disasters. Without refusing to talents 
the part which they may justly claim in a catas¬ 
trophe which astonished Europe, we should be 
tempted to believe, that the fortunate planet un¬ 
der which you were born, lias extended its influ¬ 
ence to your ministerial operations. The name 
which yoVT’assumcd subsequent to those great and 
important events, seemed to contain an epitome 
of the duties which you had resolved to prescribe 
for yourself. But, if 1 could forget that I am a 

eiflMPhces is indelibly impressed on my mind. Let me heie 
be perrpif^scl to introduce, rather late perhaps, the sincere and 
ertimonv of my graVtude. 
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Frenchman, I should say, that already you have 
deviated, perhaps, from those obligations. In in¬ 
volving; your country in a new quarrel, the lead; 
pernicious consequence of winch will be th® 
retardation cf the complete rev ival of its prospe¬ 
rity,—of that prosperity whose every source is in 
your hands, and which does not want \ our good 
wishes, if wc are to judge !>\ many facts, and a 
multitude of testimonies \\ ehuovv that military 
and political affairs are not the sole objects that 
engross your attention ; that vou are desirous of 
encouraging the at^ and manufactures; that so 
far from fearing talents, you take delight in em- 
ployingthosc which modesty or want of encou¬ 
ragement had consigned to obscurity, that you 
send abroad intelligent men to learn in foreign 
countries those lessons in taste, of which your 
establishments either for luxury or pleasure dill 
stand in need, and to study on the spot those mo¬ 
dels which national pride should not be ashamed 
to imitate. 

Wc have m re recently been informed, that, 
seconded by the eminent persons wtio enjoy yonr 
confidence, you have ventuied to oppose a tribu¬ 
nal, once formidable even to sovereigns, and that, 
in this conflict, victory declared in favour of the 
temporal power. 

THiese measures of wisdom, these acts of vigour, 
afe auspicious omens. You appear sensible, 
that it would be vain to attempt to regenerate a 
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nation, if it be left under tbe yoke, of fanaticism. 
Yours has for some time been eager after infor¬ 
mation; and this tendency, it would now be dan¬ 
gerous to" counteract. The waters, whose course, 
you attempt to stop with a dyke, overflow or 
break it down with violence. Their tranquil 
current would have fertilized and enlivened the 
country through which they passed Their im¬ 
petuous eruption la)sit waste. So knowledge, 
if it has still to contend with the institutions 
which are unfavourable to its progress, will dis¬ 
turb the tranquillity of your country, and per¬ 
haps overturn the throne. It is by giving it a 
welcome reception, that authority will preserve 
itself from .the fatal consequences with which 
the struggle might probably be attended, tt 
may be aptly compared with those revolutionary 
Frenchmen whom sovereigns thought fit to per¬ 
secute, in order to eheck the propagation of their 
alarming doctrines. Those Fren< h, w ho, pro 
vious to the rupture, were watched with jealous 
severity, were, at that time, much more formi¬ 
dable on account of their secret plots, than they 
have been since peace^:pBe\ved the bonds of 
amity between the two governments. Such 
too will Jjo the case in regard to knowledge. 
Would you render it dangerous, refuse it admit ¬ 
tance, treat it as atrenemy ! Do you wish it tq 
productive of benefit to the people, andat^he 
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same time innocent in respect to kings, treat it as,, 
an ally. 

These truths .are not strangers to all courts. 
Yours is worthy of hearing* them. T'> persuade 
their adoption is a task befitting your conciliat¬ 
ing disposition,, and the soundness of your un¬ 
derstanding. It wou'd, perhaps, be, the surest 
way of preserving your country from the progress 
of that revolutionary spirit with which it is said, 
to be threatened. Give Europe, whose eyes are 
fixed upon you, occasion to say: 

By the mildness of his administration he ren¬ 
dered despotism supportable. He does not turn 
a deaf ear to the counsels of that salutary philo¬ 
sophy, which the excesses of some of iis followers 
have not been able to bring into discredit. He 


js desirous that the priests should be the supports 
of the throne, but will not. sailer them to be its 
rivals. He allows them to be the guardians of 
orthodoxy, but prevents them from being the 
instruments of persecution,. 

Constant au L faithful to the connections which 
nature and experience direct his nation to culti¬ 
vate, he thinks that it ought to have eternal 
allies, but. only momentary enemies. War he 
deems a calamity that is sometimes inevitable ; 
but he does not, employ it as a ne<?<SS5ry material 
the edifice of his glory. He thinks that in tint 
of peace alone can thrive the arts which 
he loves, manufactures which he encourages, and 
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in particular agriculture, that has so long needed 
those gradual and judicious reforms which are 
absolutely impracticable amidst the bustle of war. 

Your flatterers will, perhaps, tell you, that it 
is your picture which I have delineated. Your 
friends will say, that I have only drawn your 
horoscope, accompanied indeed with the most 
flattering appearances, but which it is necessary 
to fulfil, in order to deserve the gratitude of your 
country, and the praises of posterity. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


Since the preceding pages were written, the 
Prince of the Peace has acquired a still higher 
degree of consideration, more extensive influence, 
and, consequently, more numerous means of rea¬ 
lizing the hopes that the author then fondly con¬ 
ceived of him. It would be base adulation to 
affirm, that he has accomplished them all; but it 
would be unjust to say, that he has disappointed’ 
them, and to deny that of late years, Spain has 
been indebted to him for various beneficial insti¬ 
tutions ; that he has proved himself equal to the 
important posts which he fills; and that proofs, 
both of a good heart and a sound understanding 
are discoverable in the use he has made of the 
unlimited influence which he possesses. 

In addition to the observations which I made 
in 1803, I ought, in order to complete my retro¬ 
spect, and to bring it down to the present year, 
to take a rapid survey of the events worthy of 
notice that have occurred between these two 
periods. 

If, during this interval, a third war has disturb¬ 
ed the repose which Spain so much needed to ac- 
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complish the work other regeneration, it was not 
the result of any false measure, or occasioned by 
any ambitious view. A provocation rarely to be 
paralleled in history, has obliged Spain again to 
take up arms. So sudden a rupture, instead of 
overwhelming her with dismay, as it might have 
done under a weak administration, has increased 
her energies to a degree of which her detractors 
would have thought her incapable. We have 
seen with what astonishing activity she equipped 
three squadrons. She extorted admiration from 
her very enemies. The engagement which soon 
succeeded these efforts, cost her, it is true, some 
ships, and one of her host admirals ; but the 
-honor of the monarch remained inviolate, and the 
valour of her seamen has acquired new claims to 
the public esteem. 

Amidst these unforeseen embarrassments, not¬ 
withstanding the interruption of those periodical 
tributes which arrive from India to replenish the 
public exchequer, tiie court of Madrid continues 
to ltdfil its engagements; and adhering to her 
ancient principles of integrity, Spain is still one 
of those pow ers with whoa* governments and in¬ 
dividuals may treat with the greatest security. 

Neither 1ft., the other branches of the internal 
administration suffered by this fatal diversion of 
the public treasure. Bold plans, and useful eja- 

Ijlfifes are conceived and executed. 

The government has suppressed those barbar- 
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<ms spectacles to which (he Spanish nation was 
attached with a kind of phrenzy, notwithstand¬ 
ing the remonstrances of reason and the injury 
■which agriculture, sustained from them. 

Proofs of wisdom and courage have been ex¬ 
hibited in another way. The Spanish govern¬ 
ment has risen superior to those religious scruples 
which served to sanction the enormous multipli¬ 
cation of ecclesiastical possessions. A portion of 
them has been sold, and been restored to general 
circulation. 

High dignities, even those of the church, no 
longer skrecn their possessors from the severity 
of justice, and hypocrisy is unmasked and pu¬ 
nished even in the episcopal chair. 

No means are neglected for diffusing that in ¬ 
formation, at which neither the throne nor the 
altar can possibly take alarm: for relieving Spain 
from the calamities which befal her; and for 
making foreigners acquainted with the treasures 
w hich she con ains. 

The works w hich appear in other countries on 
the arts and sciences, of real utility, are made 
known by extracts, translations, or comments 

The study of surger y is encouraged. 

The limits of botany are exteiffted cither by 
discoveries which natives of Spain are daily mak¬ 
ing in her immense possessions, or by the re¬ 
searches whieh she permits travellers of other 
countries to institute. 



Foreign physicians of eminence arc invited to 
ensult with those of Spain, respecting the means 
7vindicating the yellow fever, and preventing 
is return. 

The inestimable discovery of the cow-pox is 
~:Iopted with enthusiasm, and superstition docs 
-lot impede its propagation. 

The pencil and the graver arc employed in 
supplying Europe with faithful copies of those 
monuments of sculpture and architecture of dif¬ 
ferent ages, and different nations—of the Car¬ 
thaginians, Romans, Arabs, Goths, Spaniards, 
scattered in a hundred places over the surface of 
Spain, with many of which the Spaniards them 
selves were wholly unacquainted ; and national 
jealousy takes no umbrage at the delegation of 
this task to foreign artists. 

It is at the most arduous junctures that all 
these exertions me making. Shall it still be said, 
that Spain is several centuries behind the other 
countries of Europe ? Shall it still be affirmed* 
that her government is sunk into an incurable 
lethargy ? 
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I tea' of'Toledo. The Alcazar. Muzarabic Mis¬ 
sal. The. Archbishop and his clergy. Instance 
of their toleration. Ecclesiastical jurisprudence 
relative to marriage. Cathedral and public 
buildings of Toledo. Casa del Catnpo, Villavi- 
ciosa, Sail Fernando , Leeches, Toros de Gui- 
sando, Jiattuecas , Avila, Alcala. 

As the attention of the reader will notv be 
drawn towards the south of Spain, with his per¬ 
mission I shall previously introduce him to some 
of the most remarkable places in the vicinity 
of the capital.*\vhich, from motives of curi¬ 
osity, 1 had myself been induced to visit. 

I s)|.aTf^je- i;-ia with Toledo, a city of some 
celeb tv -L\c -'ce the'residence of the Moorish 
kings,"hUiE now the seat of the Primate of all 
Spaitvhifft is ;situate?! upon the right bank of 
the' 1 itwelve leagues from Madrid, and 
seven froiV, 3>anjue/. On going from Madrid, 
the principal places we meet with are Getafc 
rot. Ill B 



2 MODERN te 

and Illcscas, two large towns, the environs of 
which are praised for the excellence of their 
cultivation, and the extreme fertility of the 
soil. Here, and indeed generally throughout 
the kingdom of Castile, few or no trees are 
however to be seen. i 

The road to Toledo by Aranjuez lies through 
a much more picturesque country. Beyond 
this royal residen-.e, the ^ alley in which it 
is situated becomes broader. The course of 
the Tagus, which by turns approaches and re¬ 
cedes from us, presents some striking points 
of view. But in this district its banks are 
high, and covered with rocks ; and the stream, 
which flows so smoothly when approaching' 
Toledo and under its mouldering walls, here 
rolls with the blustering rapidity of a torrent. 

To enter the city of Toledo, the traveller 
must cross the Tagus by a bridge of an almost 
terrific height. 

Deserted, narrow, and winding streets, des¬ 
titute alike of affluence or industry, but ill 
agree with the idea we should fodi of tMs eity, 
which has been honoured with tk^ftTftsjpf im¬ 
perial since the period wfien Alpif Jl. re¬ 
took it from the Moors; a oatv wliK '^SJJutes 
pre-eminence with Burgos. inTmt cor\ the 
kingdom of Castile; whicnMs'l An gl Jcon- 
sidered. as the capital, and whicrwWtaim a 
variety of monuments to atte/t 'its ancient 
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splendour. Madrid, which has of late years- 
increased its population at t^ie expense of the 
[neighbouring cities, contributed largely to the 
depopulation of Toledo. The appearance of 
Its ruinous buildings gives it an air of miseiy, 
which is, nevertheless, relieved in some mea¬ 
sure by the inferior of the houses: where 
every tiling is re'-* and proper, qualities but 
rarely allied to poverty. The inhabitants of 
Toledo spare no pains in particular to defend 
the entrance-, of their houses from the rays of 
the sun, and to of ain the coolness of the shade- 
even in the heat of the dog-days. If we enter 


their apartments in the hoitrst season, we think 
ourselves Iran.-; or led to the palace of sleep. 
With them the sun appears to he set at three 
o’clock; the window-blinds are hermetically 
closed; the floors are moistened with frequent 
sprinklings of water ; large sheets of canvass 
,?ire extended above their courts; every thing in 
short conspires to produce an illusion, both as 
to the heat o t f..the climate and the hour of the 
day. 


ThdjstTmcfl-autions are indeed common to al¬ 
most aV-Jie,pities in’Spain at that season of the 
year nowheie did they appear to me so 

remar.i nbje as at Toledo. Indeed the industry 

( 'of it kbit ruts was nearly confined to the 

ix.i' 

Anventionthese requisites of efteminaov. 

to . 1 «'■ 


^^hia these fevv years, however, they have 
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been awakened from that perpetual listlessnes;; 
to which they setyned condemned. Cardinal 
Lorenzana, who was their archbishop for up¬ 
wards of’twenty years, roused them to a sense 
of their duty, which produced the most bene-; 
fieial effects. The A-lcazar of Toledo, the an¬ 
cient residence of the Gothic kings, had been 
nearly rebuilt under Charles the fifth; but 
by the damage it sustained in the conflagration 
at the commencement of last century, it was 
in a ruinous condition. The archbishop raised 
it from its ashes, lie established silk looms 
which occupy more than 7<)<) people, and built 
an hospital for indigent women and old men. 
He collected two hundred children of the in¬ 
habitants, whom he caused to be educated, and 
for whom lie set up a drawing-school. His 
charity was particularly conspicuous in favour 
of the unfortunate French clergy who woe 
compelled to seek an asylum in his diocese.' 
Not one of these unfortunate exiles ever im¬ 
plored his assistance in vain ! 

To such uses as these did this worthyVrelate 
apply bis superfluities; and as hMtruta a^os 
tolic simplicity had considerably c^mL*feribed 
his wants, this superfluity was immem^yOsIot 
withstanding his punctuality, in the ,f ^ipient 
of his spiritual functions, he stilb-foyiL ^,J$sure 
for literary pursuits. Before he succeeded to 
the see of Toledo, he had filled that of Mexico. 
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lie hail discovered there a new collection of 
cfr the letters of Fernand-Cortez, which, with 
some observations of his own, he published on 
his return to Europe. Me also gave to the world 
some learned works, and among others, a new 
edition of the Muzarabic Missal. It is well 
known that this is a collection of the offices of 
the church, as they were celebrated according 
to the ancient Muzarabip ritual adhered to by 
the Christians in such countries as were occu¬ 
pied by the Moors. Having fallen into disuse, 
it was revived by Cardinal Ximcnes, who 
founded a chapel at Toledo, where divine ser¬ 
vice is still celebrated conformably to this ri¬ 
tual ; it is also used in one of the churches of. 
Salamanca. 

Madrid and Aranjuez, being situated in the 
diocese of Toledo,* the cardinal archbishop of 
this city appeared frequently at court, even 
before bis presence in the capital became lie* 
Pessary by' his appointment to the office of 
grand inquisitor, f Madrid is however, as 
formerly, the “residence of his grand vicar, 
who, /\\ his absence, performs the duty of the 

* Madrid has no bishop; although this has been asserted by 
the anonytmotj;/ author of the Nouveau Foyagt en Kspagne, 
which appeared in 1805. This is one of the little inadverten¬ 
cies which gas escaped this writer, who ought not to have been 
so severe in noticing those of others. 

f This place,’a few years ago, was conferred oil the Arch¬ 
bishop of Saragossa, Don Joseph de Art e 
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episcopal functions there. In the latter part of 
my first residence in Spain, I had some intern- 
course with tIris worthy representative of the 
Prelate Lorcuzuna, and I hope I shall be for¬ 
given for noticing the result, because it will 
tend to prove that fanaticism and intolerance 
are not so incurable in Spain as has been gene¬ 
rally believed; and that, in modern times, there 
are even among the clergy of this kingdom 
individuals who arc accessible to reason, and 
who can feel for the weaknesses of humanity. 

An agent for a foreign power, attached by 
the laws of his country to the protestant re¬ 
ligion, was captivated with the charms of an 
amiable Castilian beauty. An obstacle, which 
could not easily be surmounted, stood in the 
way of their union in the invincible repugnance 
of the family, which was catholic, to a heretic 
son-in-law. The father himself came tp Madrid 
to rescue his daughter from the dangers to 
which he thought her exposed, and dragged 
her in tears thirty leagues from Madrid. The 
lover followed him, threw himself'at hre feet, 
apd in vain implored him to relent; he repikined 
unshaken in his resolutions. I cannot,') said 
the father, unite my daughter t\-a'^imily 
which is the enemy of God .and of my religion; 
turn from the errors of yours, and you shall be 
my son-in-law. The young heretic-asked per¬ 
mission to plead his cause at least before the 
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tribunal of the church, which he hoped to find 
els inexorable than the young lady’s father. 
The austere Castilian applauded .the expedient, 

( atisfied in his own mind that it could not ul- 
imately succeed. 

The stranger, animated by a ray of hope, 
returned to Madrid. He waited upon the 
grand vicar of the Archbishop of Toledo, and 
thus addressed him : 

‘ You see before you an unfortunate man, 
whom it is in your power alone to restore to 
happiness. My heart is betrothed to Dona 

N-, I aspire to the honour of her hand; 

but a barrier, which they tell me is insur¬ 
mountable, prevents me from obtaining it; I am 
out of the pale of the church of Rome. In vain 
would you exhort me to retract what you call 
my errors. Would you believe in a conversion 
so sudden ? Would the religion you worship be 
honoured by such an homage ? Leave it to 
time; leave to the irresistible ascendency of 

Dona N-the care of leading me to that 

which you believe, and which perhaps 1 shall 
also one day believe to be the road to salva-- 
lion. Besides, the" honourable employment 
which I fill is my only means of subsistence. 
It will be incompatible with my change of re¬ 
ligion. If I do not obtain the hand of Doua 

N-I shall die with despair; if I cannot 

obtain her but by renouncing my religion, and 
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consequently my employment, both she and-1 
must die in misery. You alone, the holy mini¬ 
ster of a God of peace and of good-will! youj 
alone can reconcile every thing; and since] 
it is in your power, I know you will do it.’ > 

These arguments softened the austerity of^ 
the grand vicar. ‘ I must he convinced,’ said 
he, ‘ in the first place, that you are free. How 
can you furnish me with a proof of this? 1 
could wish, in the next place, to have proof 
that, in your country, the prolestaut religion 
is so exclusive, that no person, who does 
not profess it, can hold any public situation. 
Lastly, I desire that it may be certified to me, 
that you are notst rongly prejudiced against the 
catholic church ; that you demand time only, 
in order that the influence of your future con¬ 
sort, and the instructions of the ministers of our 
religion, may bring about your conversion.’ 

At these words, the young stranger fancied 
himself secure of success. ‘ It will not be 
difficult,’ replied he, ‘ to give you these three 
assurances, if you will hut point out ihp mode 
of communication which will he satisfactory to 
you.’ ‘ Let it be two public men,’ said the 
vicar, ‘ who possess your confidence, and who 
are worthy of mine.’ He named the'ambas¬ 
sadors of France and of the United States. 
They were agreed to. Wc were, invited to 
visit the grand vicar, who received us one by 
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one. Jle proposed llie three questions to us; 
to each of which we answered in the a Airma¬ 
il tivc. We signed this as a sort of pul die dofcu- 
linent, and the scruples of the grand vicar were 
removed, as were those of the archbishop and 
iyf the orthodox family. The two lovers were 
united at the catholic altar, without either being 
obliged to abjure their ereeo. They were 
faithful to their vows, as well as to the religion 
of their fathers; and their time was more oc¬ 
cupied in mutual endearments, than in useless 
attempts at each others conversion. If ever 
these lines fall under the perusal of any of the 
personages in this short history; at the recital 
of the alarms, the dangers, and the success 
obtained by love over intolerance through the 
medium of friendship, perhaps a tear may 
glisten iu the eye of a lover, a father, or a 
friend ! 

Such has been the conduct of the Archbishop 
of Toledo and of liis clergy for these twenty 
years. They exhibited on this occasion the 
fist instance of toleration, as connected with 
matrimony, which had ever been given in Spain; 
and soon afterwards/'another couple, precisely, 
iu flu: same situation, urged the same prece¬ 
dent, and had their.plea-allowed. 

In other cases which occur more frequent 
than those- we have mentioned, the inter¬ 
ference of the grand vicar is implored in a 
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way not very edifying to morality. I mean 
the formality known in the country by the words 
sacnr por el vicario ; literally, to be married by. the 
vicar. Every girl, who has obtained the age of 
tw elve, may compel a youug man to marry her,i 
provided he has reached his fourteenth year, i tj 
she can prove that he has anticipated the pri¬ 
vileges of a husband with her, that he has pro¬ 
mised her his hand, or even given her to un¬ 
derstand in any way that he wished her to 
become his wife. These proofs are adduced 
before the ecclesiastical vicar. If the woman 
affirm that the young man has had connexion 
with her, and the latter admits the fact, he 
cannot refuse to marry her. If he denies the 
charge, the woman is bound to substantiate it 
by proof; and for this purpose it is enough that 
some neighbours Attest that they have seen 
them together at unseasonable hours. A ring, 
a trinket, a present, but above all a love let¬ 
ter, in which the word marriage is not even 
mentioned, is considered as sufficient proof to 
enable a girl to make good her clainnto the 
husband. 

It is difficult to say in what spirit such laws 
were enacted. Was it meant that one sex 
should be put on its guar.d against the seduc¬ 
tion of the other even at the tenderest age ? 
Or do these legislators wish it to be understood, 
that encouragement must be given to marriage. 
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at the risk of forming many an unhappy 
|uiAon ? 

Be this as it may, no sooner does the com- 

J lainant apply to the \ >car, than he orders the 
efendant immediately into prison, where he 
remains till the cause is decided. If the vicar 
pronounces that the marriage ought to take place, 
the prisoner does not obtain his libert}’ until 
after its celebration. The desire of recovering 
his liberty foi the moment, frequently deter¬ 
mines him to sacrifice it for life; but it may 
easily be imagined that a yoke thus imposed 
does not long sit easy upon him who has been 
constrained to submit to it. 

There is another way of employing the good 
offices of the ecclesiastical vicar, not less re¬ 
volting, perhaps, to decency; though more 
lavouiable to love. Suppose a man to be in 
love with a gill who is under the protection of 
lur father and she repay his affection; if they 
cannot obtain the consent of her relations, 
the lover goes to the vicar, reveals their mutual 
attachment, and points out the house into which 
he wishes his mistress to be received until the 
celebration of the marriage. The vicar, after 
having ascertained that the consent is mutual, 
sends a commissary to bring the young lady 
from her father’s house, and he conducts her 
to the appointed place; she remains there until 
the cause is ended, when the lover conducts 
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her to hear the nuptial benediction pro¬ 
nounced. 

Sucl), in general, is the nature of the eccle-j 
siastical jurisprudence relating to marriage,; 
throughout the whole of the Spanish monarchy'.' 
hut in its application to practice, the more or 
less rigorous execution of the laws depends 
much upon the prudence ami opinions of the 
minister of the church; latterly, laws have 
been made there which, in restoring to paternal 
authority a part of its influence over the settle¬ 
ment of children, have had in view the pre¬ 
vention of the odium generally attendant upon 
marriages contracted without this justly re¬ 
spectable control. , 

But to return to Toledo, from which these 
digressions have perhaps detained us too long. 
Its cathedral is one of the most precious sacred 
monuments in Europe. Consecrated during 
n early four centuries to the Mahometan worship, 
even when ultimately recovered by AlphonsoVI. 
it retained the form of the mosque until the 
time of St. Ferdinand, who gave it its.present 
form. All the magnificence of the Gothic edi¬ 
fices is here displayed; and, under the Tallow¬ 
ing reigns, it was enriched by decorations 
of every description. Sevei'al of its chapels 
are remarkable for their tombs. In the choir 
are to be seen those of four kings of Castile, 
vulgarly called Reyes viejos, * the old kings,’ 
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Han't the tomb of Cardinal Mendoza, one of 
the most illustrious prelates who ever filled 
the see of Toledo. 

| In the chapel of the Virgin, Cardinal Por- 
tocarrero is interred, whose tomb bears an 
epitaph which, for its simplicity, is peculiarly 
striking: 

Hie j:icet pal vis, cinis et nihil! 

In the chapel of St. James, we are irresist¬ 
ibly attracted to the tomb of Don Alvarez de 
Luna, the celebrated and unfortunate favourite 
of John II. who perished on the scaffold, aban¬ 
doned by his patron, whose short-sighted 
weakness had raised him to the summit of pros¬ 
perity. If but a trifling attention be paid to 
ijie pompous inscriptions with which this mag¬ 
nificent tomb, and that of his lady, ,are loaded, 
the mind naturally indulges itself in suitable 
reflexions upon the instability of the favour of 
princes. 

The same chapel also contains several other 
tombs worthy of attention ; but we shall only 
notice those of ten kings or queens of Castile, 
placed.in the.chapel called dc los Reyes Nuevos , 

‘ of the new kings,’ the most magnificently de¬ 
corated of the whole. 

In the half belonging to the chapter, are por¬ 
traits of all the archbishops of Toledo, among 
which that of Cardinal Ximenes, has the merit 
of being a. striking likeness. These portraits 
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are really valuable in other respects, bccaiise 
several of them are of a date coeval with the/ 
revival of painting in Spain, and by comparing 
them, the progress of this art may be tracer: 
in that kingdom. 

Besides these, there are in the cathedral a 
great number of valuable pictures. The sacristy, 
among several others, contains one of Carlo 
Maratti, and another of Dominic the Greek, and 
the roof is painted in fresco by J.ukc Jordan. 

The cloister of the cathedral contains a pic¬ 
ture by an artist, Bias de Prado , who deserves 
more celebrity than he has yet enjoyed. The 
most superficial connoisseurs are struck with 
the correctness of his design, the excellence of 
his colouring, and particularly from the swee t 
expression communicated to his figures. 

This cloister is of vast extent and excellent 
proportions. Bayeux and Maella, the two best 
painters in modern Spain, have traced upon 
its walls the principal events in the lives of 
Saint Eugene and Saint Leocadia, patrons of 
the cathedral, and of some other saints fa¬ 
mous at Toledo, by their zeal for. the Christian 
religion. 

We might enumerate at great length all the 
ornaments and vessels consecrated to divine 
service in this cathedral. It will be sufficient 
perhaps to observe, that the see of Toledo is 
one of the richest in Christendom; that it has 
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y>i’aen been filled by pious prelates, who would 
have reproached themselves had they made a 
profane use of their opulence, and that it has 
always continued to experience the royal mu¬ 
nificence, Behind the choir of the cathedral 
is a wretched piece of sculpture, called the 
iransparente, by the exhibition of which they 
attempt to excile the admiration of the curious: 
it is a modern work, which disfigures instead of 
embellishing the church. We are here at li¬ 
berty to adore, if so inclined, a stone whereon 
is said to be preserved the impression of the 
feet of the Virgin, since the day when she 
descended from heaven for the express pur¬ 
pose of passing in propria persona the first 
chasuble to St. lldcfonso; a miracle which a 
modern sculptor has consecrated in one of the 
chapels of this cathedral. The miraculous stone 
is exposed to the admiration and devotion of 
the faithful behind an iron grating, which re¬ 
pels all profanation, without intercepting the 
homage of the devotee. 

Besidds its cathedral, Toledo has also twenty- 
five parish churches and many convents and 
pious foundations. S’eveval of the latter de¬ 
serve the attention of travellers. Of this de¬ 
scription, in particular, is the hospital of St. 
John the Baptist, which from the beauty and 
judiciousness'of its proportions, is a proof of the 
good taste of its founder, Cardinal Pavera, 
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whose ashes are inclosed in a magnificent, 
tomb. It is the last work of Alphonso Berru- 
guete, au eminent sculptor,'who was educated 
in the school of Michael Angelo. 

Toledo is also indebted to one of its pie- 
lates, Cardinal Mendoza, for a vciy fine hospi¬ 
tal for foundlings in the cimich belonging to 
which aie six large pictures alter the mannei 
of Rubens. 

Another asylum devoted to suffering huma- 
Jiily, is tin- lunatic hospital. There are two 
principal establishments of this description in 
Spain, one at Saragossa, the other at Toledo. 

I was suiprised and instiuctcd on observing the 
neatness and regulanty which reign thiough- 
out the apartments. Recollecting many other 
similar establishments, 1 have often wondered 
how that superstition and Christian chaiity, 
which in pur days has been thought to be 
treated with indulgence only if suffered to 
exist unattacked by ridicule; how that super¬ 
stition, I say, can render men so different from 
what they really are, and snatch them from 
the failings most familiar to them. On con¬ 
templating the pious and‘diaritable foundations 
of the Spaniards, we forget the apathy, the in¬ 
dolence, and the want of neatness, with which 
we have been accustomed to reproach them. 
Had religion conferred no other benefits upon 
mankind than disposing their minds to assist 
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tnc miserable, its divine origin would have 
been proved j superstition and other evils aris¬ 
ing from the abuse of it, must on this account 
be pardoned and forgotten. 
k At Toledo the traveller may also admire the 
remains of an ingenious machine, formerly 
invented by the Italian Juando , to raise the 
waters of the Tagus into the city. Near these 
ruins are some others still more ancient, which 
must have formed part of an aqueduct destined 
to convey water to the height of the Alcazar, 
from springs which are seven or eight leagues 
from Toledo; a legacy at once useful and 
magnificent, by which the Romans have marked 
their residence in more than one place in Spain. 
We also recognise, in the environs of the. city,' 
the traces of one of their ancient roads, and 
the remains of a circus. 

Thus, in their turns, have the Romans, the 
Arabs, the Goths, and the Spaniards under 
Charles the fifth, contributed to the embel¬ 
lishment of Toledo. We cannot say so much 
for the modern Spaniards. Houses unoccu¬ 
pied, magnificent buildings falling* into decay, 
few or no manufactures, a population reduced 
from £ 00,000 souls to £ 5 , 000 , the environs 
naked and barrensuch is the mela'ncholy 
picture presented to the eye of the traveller, 
whom the reputation of Toledo has attracted 
within its walls. Under the last reign, besides 
rot, nr. c 
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the steps taken by the archbishop to inufe 
the inhabitants to labour, he made some suc¬ 
cessful efforts to rescue their city from univer¬ 
sal decay. The polished sword-blades of To¬ 
ledo were once renowned for their temper and* 
duubility. Charles III. built an edifice of great 
dimensions for their manufacture upon a large 
scale; and u iaN have been made, which pro¬ 
mise that the modem citizens of Toledo will 
soon restore to this branch of indust.y its an¬ 
cient reputation. 

They would never forgive me were I to pass 
over in-silence their W^arm/e-s, or small country 
houses, which have some icsemblance to the 
baslides of Marseilles, only they are less or¬ 
namented and less numerous. Here, in the 
heat of the dog-da) s, they retire after dinner 
to seek coolness and repose in the shade of 
the orchards; but they cannot reach them, 
•without the sweat running down their brows, 
as they* traverse the scorching soil of some 
burnt-up meadow, or climb seme rugged hill. 
And yet these are the gardens of Eden to the 
inhabitants of Toledo. 

I shall now proceed to other objects, which, 
from being in the environs, or at a short dis¬ 
tance only from the capital, deserve the atten¬ 
tion of travellers. 

. At the Casa del Campo, an ancient pleasure- 
house of the kings of Spain, which is only se- 
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pirated from the new palace ; by the Man$a- 
jaares, strangers will-find large trees, some 
good pictures, and a fine equestrian statue of 
Philip III. . 

Vilia-Viciosa, three great leagues from Ma¬ 
drid, is another royal residence to which Fer¬ 
dinand VI. was much attached, but it has been 
abandoned by his successors. 

San Fernanda , another village at the same 
distance, has enjoyed a few years of celebrity 
on account of the cloth manufactures formerly 
established there. They have been trans¬ 
ferred to Guadalaxara; but the cloths still pre¬ 
serve their ancient name. San Fernando, for¬ 
merly animated by the presence of industry, 
now resounds with the impure voices of thosq 
unfortunate beings whom the police of Madrid 
has snatched from vice, to condemn them to a 
life of penitence. Twenty years ago this was 
the Abbeville of Spain. It is now the Salpe* 
tr&re. 

Three leagues also from Madrid, there is a 
plaeedess known, but more deserving of being 
so. It. is called Loeches. Here are buried 
some chefs-d’oeuvres unknown to the Spaniards 
themselves. , The church of a small convent of 
nuns, founded by the'Count Duke d’Olivarez, 
contains six capital pictures by Rubens, of the 
largest dimensions, and of the most magical 
effect. The principal piece is an,allegorical 

c 2 
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>represcntion of the triumph of religion. It de- 
coi ates the high altar, and combines all the 
beauties, and even the defects, which charac¬ 
terise, its author; richness of composition, 
brilliancy of colouring, liveliness of expres¬ 
sion, and carelessness of design. After this 
picture, the most striking is that in which Elijah 
is represented standing in the desert, at the 
moment when an angel appears to strengthen 
and encourage him. 

Another object of curiosity, perhaps still less 
kuown to the Spaniards themselves, is to be 
found in the heart of the mountains of Old 
Castile, four or five leagues from the Escurial. 
1$ is a monument which has puzzled several 
antiquarians, and which bears the natne of 
Toros ck Guhando. Guisando is a convent of * 
Ilieionymites, placed 'mid-way in a chain of 
broken precipices, where, according to an an¬ 
cient tradition, the sons of Pompey were de¬ 
feated by the partizans of Csesar, and where 
the conquerors sacrificed. a hundred bulls, 
placing four of these animals in stone' upon 
the theatre of their victory. Anothfer tradi¬ 
tion asserts, that these pretended' hulls are 
elephants, and that they attest the passage of 
the Carthaginians, who have, in fact, left the 
clumsy effigies of these animals in several 
parts of Spain. But do the figures in ’ques- 
;ion represent hulls or elephants? This is a 
question I tSfied to decide several yeat*s ago, 



21 


p’F SPAIN. 

* * 

ill concert with three strangers as curious 
as myself. We found, in a vineyatd be¬ 
longing to the convent of Guisando, four enor¬ 
mous blocks of a hard stone, similar to granite. 
They appeared to us so shapeless, that \re were 
rather inclined to regard them as a lusus natura\ 
than as productions of art. On considering 
them more closely, we thought we could guess 
at the intention of the sculptor, but the effects 
of his chisel have almost entirely'disappeared 
under the fde of time: no traces arc left of the 
horns of the bull, or the proboscis of the ele¬ 
phant. The form of the ears, however, seems 
to indicate this last animal rather than the 
former; but the contours of the shoulders and 
flanks are so worn away, that we durst not 
judge from their appearance. In short, after 
an hour's consideration, we left the question 
undecided. We weie almost ashamed of our 
fruitless journey. We ascended towards the 
monastery which overhangs this hierogly- 
phical faonument. Here, at least, we found 
that bo doubts were eutertained as to the 
interpretation to be given on the subject. 
The first of the two traditions is consigned 
to posterity upon a plate, where we read dis¬ 
tinctly the Latin inscription Engraved upon 
the flanks of one of the blocks, and of which, 
hardly any traces ate to be discovered upoif 
the original. The principal inscription is: 
Bellutn Cesgris et patrice e.r magna parte cm- 
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J&siiim fuit; S. it Cn. Pompeii filiis hk in agm 
Bditetano pro/Hgatis. Another: Exercitus vic¬ 
tor, lwstibus cffiisis. They sufficiently indicate 
that the object of these monuments is to cele¬ 
brate a victory over the sons of Pompey. It 
remains to be ascertained if this territory be 
the Ager lia.stetanus, and to reconcile this 
'version with the authority of the historians 
who place the defeat of Pompey’s party in 
Andalusia, 

The good Ilieronymites, jealous of the repu¬ 
tation of their soil, found us an answer to all 
this; and that nothing might be wanting to 
produce conviction, they shewed us tbe ca¬ 
verns where the sons of Pompey sought a re¬ 
fuge after their defeat, and where they were 
put to death. Immediately afterwards they ob¬ 
served, that these very asylums of the.martyrs 
6f liberty, afforded a refuge fourteen centuries 
afterwards to the martyrs of repentance, and 
we weje obliged to listen to the history of the 
tctreat of the founders of their order to the 
bottom of these caverns, with thedetail of their 
austerities,' and to look at the traces of their 
footsteps. 

, The ioros de Guisando , of which many people, 
even at Madrid, do not kilow the reality, are 
frequently introduced into familiar conversation. 
Plo express, in a burlesque manner, the coufagc 
of a man capable of facing the greatest dan¬ 
gers; and h\ this sense, the phrase is put into 
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Ate mouth of one of the heroes of Cervantes. 
When I said, upon my return, that I had seen 
and touched these famous bulls, I was regarded 
as a most extraordinary personage. The illu¬ 
sion vanished when I described the enemiesl 
had approached. 

There is another disiriet further from Ma¬ 
drid, which occupies a still more distinguished 
place than the Toros de Guimndo, in the fabu¬ 
lous history of Spain : this is the Battulcas, to 
which Montesquieu alludes in his Lcttres Per- 
satics , when he says, that the Spaniards have in 
their own kingdom, whole provinces with which 
they are unacquainted. According to old tra¬ 
ditions, the religion, language, and manners 
of the Spaniards were unknown in the Battue- 
cas. In neighbouring villages had been heard 
extraordinary voices; shepherds were afraid 
to lead their flocks to the place. Could any 
thing more be wanted, to proclaim it the re¬ 
treat of demons, or at least of some savage 
people ? Every one related the history and parr 
titulars of it in his own way. The Battulcas 
furnished, additional food for the gloomy ima¬ 
ginations of the Spaniards: they shone in their 
plays and romances; and Moreri did not disdain 
to give some of these'ridiculous tales a place ju 
liis dictionary. 

Father Feijoo, an enlightened monk, was 
one of the first who combated these absurdities 
with success. From his inquiries, and from 
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mv pvn journey to the Battideas t it appeal, 
that they are two uncultivated vallies, scarcely 
a league in length, and so narrow, so hernieti- 
cally closed on all sides, that the sun scarcely 
evet; shines there in winter. This* small dis— 
tiict *is remarkable for its groups of rocks 
( uriously shaped, for the variety of the ti ee«, the 
windings of the small river which waters these 
\ allies, for the excavations of the mountains, 
and the quantity of animals of all kinds for 
which' they serve as an asylum. The only 
human habitation which deserves to he re¬ 
marked, is a convent of barefooted Carmelites, 
whose cells are aim >st buried beneath the rocks 
which overhang, and by the treis which shade 
them. We may make the tour of Europe 
without finding a place so w'ell adapted for the 
asylum ot silence and of peace. Tin’s distiict, 
which is almost inaccessible, and entirely out 
of the road to any town, is completely unfre¬ 
quented. The fe\y inquisitive persons who 
present themselves here, are regarded as cc- 
ccntricsjby the peaceful inhabitants, who can¬ 
not conceive, the motives which brought them 
hither. Their territory, which they seldom or 
never leave, is situated in the hishoprirk of 
Sot ia, eight Igagucsf from Ciudad Rodrigo, and 
fourteen from.Salamanca. 

') 'Avila and Jica/a^ve also two cities nojt far 
from Madrid, whicji a traveller may,,he inclined 
to visit, on {aqqggut of their reputation. 
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Avila is situated'upon an eminence, nearly 
twenty leagues from the capital. Its thick 
walls, its towers, fts Alcazar, and the dome of 
the old Gothic cathedral, give it an imposing 
appearance at a distance. But it would be dif- 
cult to exaggeiate its state of depopulation 
and poverty. The absence of a gieat number 
ol landed proprietors, who have removed to 
other places, and have left their estates to 
stcvvaids, is the principal cause of its decline. 
At the beginning of last century it had a 
manufacture of cloth, which has fallen into 
degay, and which the council of Castile ba§ in 
vain attempted to revive. In 178.0, however, 
two Englishmen, expeit in the manufacture of 
cotton cloths, vveie at ti acted to Spain. In order 
to he near the sea, they w ere desirous to settle in 
Galicia or Catalonia, lhit the Spaniards wished 
them to be neat the com t, and they were obliged 
to settleat Av ila, in theedifiee occupied for some 
veais by the military school, since transferred 
to Port Santa Maria Their outset was not pro¬ 
mising. They found the strongest prejudices 
(\isting # against them at Avija. The people 
tin eatened to stone them. The priests succeeded 
in making the common people believe that these 
hen tics devoured catliolic children! Those 
who did not absolutely persecute, at least 
shunned them. The peasants of the neigh- 
hoiuhcfbd matjea great circuit rather than pass 
near their bdtiSe. Gradually, howevet, these 
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prejudices vanished. People were accustomed 
to see them, and they began to restore abun- • 
dance to the province. In 1792, more than 
700 persons were employed in their manufac¬ 
tory, or its dependencies, and there was 'no 
longer a single pauper in Avila. I saw these 
two Englishmen presented at court, in 1792, 
and their reception was such as in some de¬ 
gree to make amends for the persecutions of 
fanaticism and of ignorance. But ought we 
not to complain of a government which has 
such enemies to contend against, when it enters 
upon useful enterprises? At a distance we judge 
too much from results, without calculating upon 
^obstacles. Hence that severity which closely 
approaches to injustice.* 

Alcala keeps up its reputation a little better 
than Avila. The six leagues which separate it 
from Madrid are pleasant; after the first, we 
find the village of Ganillejan, in the midst of 
orchards and gardens; a real phenomenon in 
the environs of Madrid. A league further on 
We cross the Ilenares by a fine stone bridge, 
and we leave upon its right Legane.% one of the 
quarters of the regimfcnt of Walloon Guards; 

* These manufactories at Awla have passed into other hands, 
but have gained nylhing by the change. The management 
was given to Bettancourt, the eminent French mechanist, whose 
activity embraces too many objects to descend to tf^s minutiae 
of a manufactory. This establishment,. Which promised se 
much at its outset, is now almost annihilated. 
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Vica\varo , which has always a detachment of 
the regiment of Spanish guards, and S<m fier- 
fiando. 

On the other side of the Henares, begins a 
fine sloping bank, and we perceive the town of 
Torrejon, beyond which is another stone bridge 
over the Tojote, a small river, which in summer 
scarcely deserves the name of a brook. A 
little lower down it Hows into the Henares, 
which winds in a picturesque manner, as it ap- 
pioaches Alcala, and its banks arfe shaded with 
trees. 

The Henares, from which Alcala takes its 
surname, runs at some distance from this city, 
at the foot of a range of craggy hills. Alcala 
is still surrounded by walls. It is very narrow 
in proportion to its length, but is well .built 
and clean: although it contains many churches 
and convents,, and has lew other branches 
of industry than the culture of its fields, 
which produce excellent wheat, it has not, like 
many other towns of Castile, the repulsive ap<- 
pearances of povcity. Its university would 
scarcely deserve to be named, if it had not 
been founded by Cardinal Ximenes. In order 
to prepare the famous edition of the Bible, 
known among churchmen by the name of Bibiia 
Complutensis, he invited hither some true scho¬ 
lars, who have had but very few successors 
worthy* of the reputation which Alcala thus 
acquired. 
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CHAP. N. 

Route from Madrid to Saragossa. Arragon and 
, its (dribs. Neio Canal of Arragon. Road 
from Leri da. 

Alcala is upon the road from Madrid to 
Saragossa, a considerable city of Spain, which 
I visited in 17i)2, in order to examine more 
closely, the wonders I had heard respecting 
the canal of Arragon. Thither I shall now con¬ 
duct my readers, and make them acquainted 
at the same time with the canal and the pro¬ 
vince, which it is intended to benefit. 

Four leagues further than Alcala is the inte¬ 
resting city of Gmtdalaxara, .seated upon an 
eminence, a little beyond the Hcnares. A fine 
road afterwards leads us to the miserable vil¬ 
lage of Torrija; thence to Grajanejos, the soil is 
barren and stony, and the road very bad in 
rainy weather. From the top of the hill upon 
which this town is situated, you enjoy the pro¬ 
spect of a small valley, very narrow, hut beau¬ 
tiful and cultivated like a garden. This is the 
most picturesque point of view in the journey. 
But after passing Grajanejos , we have to trar 
verse a most gloomy and naked country until 
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\re come to Bujarraval, a miserable village sur¬ 
rounded by rocks, two leagues from Siguenza. 
The appearance of this country grows still worse 
as you proceed fay an abrupt and stony descent, 
to'the bottom of a dale, where on the banks of 
a rivulet is situated Fueiicalhnte , another village 
belonging to the Duke of Medina Celi, whose 
chief residence is in front, upon the summit 
of one of the circular mountains forming this 
valley. Here, some fine houses, verdure, and 
fields of hemp, which are prolonged through Hie 
valley, give an agreeable refreshment to the 
eye. Meadows covered with cattle and well 
cultivated plains, now conduct the traveller to 
the hamlet of Londarcs ; a league beyond which 
we find a village lately built under the di¬ 
rection of the bishop of Siguenza ; for, 
throughout all Spain, the prelates statu! at the 
head of the benefactors of their country. A 
little further, on the summit of a mountain, 
is an old castle, worthy of the most flourishing 
era of the feudal, system. No doubt it had 
formerly a military destination. At present 
it is oi\e of the peaceful appendages to the 
bishopric of Siguenza.- ’ 

From Londares to Areos, the road is inter¬ 
sected by abrupt windings and broken preci¬ 
pices, passing through a terrific country which 
is the north-eastern extremity of New Castile. 
Areos, a miserable town, but finely situated, is 
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the last ini the province, and one of the thir* 
teen belonging to the Duke de Medina Celi. 
For the three leagues which separate it 
from Monreal, another wretched town in ruins 
and the first upon entering Arragon, the coun¬ 
try and roads are equally frightful; we must 
however except the approaches to Huerta, a 
village belonging to a monastery of Bernar- 
tiines, who have produced around them an ap¬ 
pearance of affluence, a luxuriant cultivation, 
and plenty of trees: the difference is always 
very striking in Spain between the possessions 
of ecclesiastics and those of rich lay proprie¬ 
tors, and which is easily accounted for, by the 
Constant, residence of the former, and the per¬ 
petual absence of the latter. This monastery 
contains some remarkable tombs, and among 
others, those of several French gentlemen who 
came with the constable du Guesclin to the as¬ 
sistance of Henri de Transtamare. The tra¬ 
veller who wishes to pass a few hours in visit¬ 
ing these curiosities, will have reason to praise 
the hospitality of the monks, and will find at 
their table sufficient to make amends, for the 
Wretched appearance of the country. 

Monteal belongs to the family of Ariza, 
whose principal seat is a league further off. The 
old family castle is on an eminence, at the 
bottom of which they have an elegant modern 
residence. The river Xalon, which we shall so 
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pftert meet with, flows very near it, enlivening 
?,nd embellishing the neighbourhood where it 
forms a cascade. We cross the Xalon by a 
handsome bridge. The scenery here is worthy 
of-the traveller's pencil. 

On leaving Monreal, we find a rapid de¬ 
scent, after which, the road is very good 
as far as Cetina. From this village to Bu- 
bierca we have two long leagues of a charm¬ 
ing road, between two rows of hills. At 
the foot of those on the right, the Xalon Wa¬ 
ters a valley in high cultivation. Half way 
on, we pass this river by a small stone bridge, 
and proceed along it to Bubierca, a village in a 
picturesque situation in the midst of rocky 
eminences. 

From this place to Cnlatavud, we change 
horses once at filcca, a village surrounded with 
fertile vineyards. I advise travellers who stop 
at Ateca to ask for a kind of wine called 
Cerihana ; in colour it is something like the eyes 
of a partridge, its taste is mild and pleasaht, 
and will make amends for the black, thick 
wine, which they will meet with in this part of 
Arragon to the very gates of Saragossa, and 
which is. the most poisonous beverage ever 
given to human beings. • 

After leaving Ateca, the valley becomes , 
broader, but is still fertile; it is watered by the 
Xalon, the road following the windings of that 
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river at a distance along the hills. I have not 
seen a more agreeable country in Spain than 
this valley, which is cultivated with the greatest 
care from Cctina to Calatayud. 

Brandies have been cut from theXalon irf a 
very simple way, which dilfuse its benefits 
over all the adjacent lands through which they 
pass; and you must not come to this charming 
valley to seek proofs of indolence or want of 
ingenuity in the Spaniards. 

Half a league before you reach Calatayud, 
commences a chain of rugged and uncouth 
rocks which somewhat disfigure the pleasing 
landscape. This city itself, is as it were in- 
crusted in the midst of these rocks. The most 
agreeable part of it is situated at their foot, 
and overlooks a valley towards the south, of 
considerable breadth, adjacent t* the town. 

The productions of this rich valley, are corn, 
wine, vegetables, and particularly hemp, a 
great quantity of which is exported to Old 
Castile, but still more to Bilboa and St. Se¬ 
bastian. Tlys hemp is used for cordage for the 
royal navy; and it is purchased by commissaries 
stationed at Calatayud for the purpose. 

‘No oil is produced in this neighbourhood. 
There are, however, twelve or thirteen soap- 
works at Calatayud, which send great quantities 
of their commodities to Castile : they procure 
their barilla from the eastern part of Arragon. 
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The city is not what it was formerly: it con¬ 
tains scarcely 1500 houses, but to make amends 
there are ten parish churches and fifteen con¬ 
vents, some of which are remarkable, from their 
magnificent appearance and prodigious size. 
Calatayud ayd Tarragona have one bishop for 
both, who resides at the hitter place. -The 
former is very near the seite of the ancient liil- 
bilis, the birth-place of Martial. 

Half a league before we reach Calatayud, 
the Xalon receives the Xiloca, which then loses 
its name, although Lopez, the principal geo¬ 
grapher of Modern Spain, gives it that appel¬ 
lation until it falls into the Ebro. 1 think it 
best to follow the custom of the country, and 
the opinion of Abb£ Ponz, in this respect. 

The country is extremely unequal from Ca¬ 
latayud to tlje gates of Fresno, situated in a 
pleasant and well-cultivated valley. After hav¬ 
ing ascended some eminences, we have before us 
the town of Aimmint, surrounded to a great 
distance by vineyards, olive and fig-trees, 
interspersed with fields of hem]) and maize; 
part of M. d'Aranda’s estates lie in this beau¬ 
tiful country. This fine scenery continues to 
the distance of a league beyond Ahmmia; but 
afterwards we see nothing but heath and a 
very naked country, extending to the miserable 
Vent a de la liomera, and even to the very en¬ 
trance of Saragossa. 

VOL. 1X1. D 
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Half a league beyond the last stage but one 
(the Mucla) we begin to have a view of this 
celebrated city in the midst of a beautiful and 
extensive plain upon the right bank of the 
Ebro. 

We shall not pretend to enumerate the sa¬ 
cred edifices contained in Saragossa ; the most 
remarkable are the two cathedrals; one of them 
is called the church de la Scu, and is of a majes¬ 
tic simplicity; the other, is famous in Spain, and 
even throughout the Catholic world, as Nuestra 
SeJiora del Pilar, and even Cardinal <|e Hetzhas 
not scrupled to dedicate some pages of his Me¬ 
moirs to an account of it.* it is a large 

* The following is the passage alluded to in Retz's Memoirs. 
‘ This same attendant upon the viceroy shewed me every 
thing remarkable at Saragossa. -I was always concealed, as I 
have already said, under the name of the Marquis de Saint 
Florent. But he never reflected that Nucstra Srhora del Pilar, 
could not be seen under this title. This miraculous image is 
never shewn but to sovereigns and cardinals. The Marquis de 
Saint Florent was neither the one nor the other; so that when 
they saw me in the balustrade with a close-bodied black velvet 
coat and a cravat, tire multitude collected from all parts of the 
town, at the sound of the bell, which is tolled for this ceremony 
only r , thought I was the King of England (Charles II.) There 
were, I ihink, more than two hundred carriages full of ladies, 
who paid me a thousand compliments, and which I answered like 
one who could not speak good Spanish. This church is beautiful 
of itself, but in addition to this the ornaments and riches of 
it art immense and the treasure magnificent. They here 
shewed me a man, who was employed in lighting the lamps, 
which are in prodigious numbers, and they told me this man 
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gloomy edifice, crowded with ornaments in a 
wretched taste, although rebuilt at the end of 
the seventeenth century. But the miraculous 
image, around which there is not a single one 
of- the ex vo/o' s, or silver lamps, mentioned by 
the cardinal, is in a modern chapel formed by 
superb marble columns of the Corinthian order. 
The devotion of the Arragonese could not pay 
less homage to the pious tradition which records 
the appearance of the Virgin to St. James, in 
order to impart her wishes to him,*that her 
image sliupld be placed in a temple on this hank 
of the Thro. 

The arches of the rebuilt part of this church 
have been recently painted in fresco, by the 
two brothers, Bayen, and Don Francisco Goya, 
all three natives of Saragossa. 

To atld another trait to the history of human 

%! 

stupidity, we must descend into a cavern of the 
church of Santa Engracia. Here are deposited 
the ashes of a crowd of martyrs immolated 

was seen seven years ago at the door of the church with only 
one leg : I saw him now with two. The dean and all the ca¬ 
nons assured me that the whole city had seen him and that if I 
waited *two days longer 1 might converse with more than 
20,000 country people who had seen him as well as those in the 
city. He had recovered his leg; they said, by rubbing himself 
with the oil of these lamps, (dice a year this pretended mi¬ 
racle, is celebrated by an immense concourse, and it is true that 
at a day’s journey from Saragossa, I f >und the high road covered 
with people of all description* running to this pious festival.’ 

D 2 
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by persecuting emperors. Silver lamps burn 
there clay and night in honour of them ; but 
the smoke which they emit does not blacken 
the roof. And in order to prove this to the 
curious, they shew the roof, which, although 
very low, is certainly not smoked. They in-' 
vite those who seem still to entertain doubts 
to put a piece of white paper over one of these 
lamps. I tried this experiment, and I must 
confess, I saw, or thought I saw that my paper 
was not Slackened. I had still my doubts, 
but l took care to conceal them fppm my bi- 
gotted conductors. I was however, tempted 
to say to them: God has not thought proper 
to work any striking miracle to accelerate the 
end of the French Revolution, or to calm the 
passions which it has roused, and do you think 
that he would condescend to perform here, a 
miracle as obscure as your cavern, and useless as 
your own existence ? 

.1 shall call the attention of my readers with 
more pleasure, to the new Cam dc la Misericor- 
dia; the building of which was finished in 
1792. It stands close by the old one,, and does 
equal honour to the intelligence and to tie pa¬ 
triotism of Don Ramon Pignatelli. Young 
persons of both sexes, 1 who are without work 
and without friends, here find subsistence and 
employment. They wind silk, spin, and card 
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wool; the latter is a valuable production for 
the country, although of inferior quality. 
They also weave some coarse woollen cloths, 
camblets, and even silks. Of 700 persons con¬ 
tained in this building, more than one half 
work for the manufacturers of the city: for it 
Avas. the opinion of its wise founder, whom 
Arragon and Spain have now lost, that without 
this expedient, the manufactures of charitable 
foundations would retard rather than promote 
industry. There arc besides at Saragossa 
some manufactories, with the productions of 
which several regiments are clothed. 

Saragossa lias an academy of fine arts, an 
insignificant university, and a patriotic society. 
The latter deserves every encomium. It en¬ 
courages every branch of industry, and par¬ 
ticularly new' plantations. It has established 
schools for mathematics and commerce. Don 
Martin Goyecochea, one of its members, some 
years ago, founded a school for drawing at 
his own expense. Saragossa, in a word, is 
gradually awaking from fyer long lethargy, 
and is rendering herself worthy to be the capi¬ 
tal of the fine kingdom-of Arragon* 

Arragon was formerly more populous than at 
present. A great number of its towns and vil¬ 
lages have entirely disappeared. Its popula¬ 
tion is now reduced to 614,060 inhabitants, of 
which number Saragossa contains 42,600. Ar- 
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ragon has made an honourable figure in the 
history of free governments.* Although the 
royal dignity was hereditary, the title of every 
new king was confirmed by the states, and no 
sovereign could mount the throne without 
swearing to maintain their privileges. In 
order to balance the authority of the sovereign, 
they had established a mag’ 1 ,, rate by the name 
ot the Jmticia Mayor, who was accountable to 
the states only for his conduct. $.X the inau¬ 
guration of the king this supreme magistrate 
was seated upon an elevated tribunal, with his 
head covered. The king appeared before him 
uncovered, and on his knees took an oath to 
govern according to the bars. It was then 
that the proclamation, so often quoted of late 
years, was pronounced in the name of the Ar- 
ragonese: Nos que valanos tan to como r os, os 
hacemos nuestro rty y Sciior con lal que guardcis 
nuestros fueros yjibertadcs; si no, no. ‘We 
who are each of us as good as you are, have 
received you for our king and lord, on con¬ 
dition that you maintain our rights and liber¬ 
ties ; IF NOT, NOT.’ 

The admiration inspired at first by the re¬ 
collection of this imposing ceremony is a little 
weakened, when we learn that it is not so 
mgcli before the people or their representatives 


* See Adams on the American Constitution. 



OF SPAIN. 


39 

that the king thus humbled himself, as before 
an assembly of nobles (ricos hombres) who were 
indebted for their estates to the force of arms. 
At iirst, twelve of the ancient families only 
were admitted into this assembly, but gradu¬ 
ally they increased in number, and were di¬ 
vided into superior and inferior nobility. In this 
meeting of the states, the clergy were repre¬ 
sented by prelates, and the large cities by de¬ 
puties. But the mechanics, artisans, anti shop¬ 
keepers, were excluded from the rankofcitizens. 
Thus the commonalty was very imperfectly 
icpresentcd; but the assembly thus constituted 
made laws for the whole nation. The Justicia 
Mayor was the only barrier opposed by turns 
to the usurpations of the cortes of Arragon, 
and to those of the king. But at. length, the 
prelates became the devoted slaves of the mo¬ 
narch ; the deputies from the cities were fre¬ 
quently corrupted; and the king, by succes¬ 
sively increasing the number of his paitisans in 
these two orders, swayed the nobility, and be¬ 
came what he is at present, an absolute mo¬ 
narch. There still existed; however, a shadow 
oft the Cories of Arragon. In 1702 , Philip V. 
in a moment of embarrassment assembled them, 
as well as those of Catalonia, who had not 
been assembled for two centuries. The young 
queen presided over the Cortes of Arragon in 
the king's absence. She found that they would 
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scarcely listen to her applications, and with 
great difficulty obtained 100,000 crowns. 

The success of Philip V. and the resistance 
opposed to him by these two provinces, made 
them lose their feeble claims to his regard. 
They were treated as conquered provinces; 
and of their cortes nothing now remains except 
the ruins, of which we have spoken in another 
place. The court of Madrid, however, is not 
even at this day, entirely freed from the 
alarm inspired Ivy Arragon and Catalonia, 
peopled with inhabitants of a splenetic cast, 
and extremely difficult to mould to the yoke 
of despotism. At present, all those who are 
not absolutely devoted to the Bourbon dynasty 
are considered as belonging to the Arranoncse 
faction, or discontented p.u ty; and it is to 
these salutary fears of the crown, that the Ar- 
ragouesc and Catalonians are indebted for the 
respect shewn by foreigners to a constitution, 
which no longer exists except in their regrets. 

Arragon contains several cities which de¬ 
serve to be mentioned after Saragossa. 

Huesca, which is twelve leagues from it, is 
situated in a district remarkable for its fer¬ 
tility." 

Tarragona, thirteen great leagues from Sa¬ 
ragossa, is in ‘the midst of a district well sup¬ 
plied with wood and water. 

Terruel is situated between Saragossa and 
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Valencia. Its name recals the adventures of 
two lovers, who are introduced into one 
of the most affecting Spanish dramas,* and 
whose ashes are preserved with religious respect 
in one of the churches of this city. 

The small river Turia. before it reaches 
Teriuel, passes through Albarracin, traversing 
and fertilizing a beautiful plain which extends 
beyond that place. 

Dnroca , situated upon one of the roads from 
Madrid to Saragossa, deserves also to be named. 
Placed at the foot of the mountains, and on 
the banks of the Xiloca, it is exposed to fre¬ 
quent inundations. To preserve it, if possible, 
from this evil, a subterraneous passage has 
been dug, 780 yards in length, in order to 
give a vent to the waters which menace it. 
The banks of the Xiioea are unusually fertile 
in every kintl of fruit, and produce hemp of 
an excellent quality in abundance. 

The chief riches of Arragon consist in its 
oil, which is mild, nutritive, and of an excel¬ 
lent flavour. There are several olive nulls in 
Saragossa. One of the most remarkable be¬ 
longs to a worthy patriot, whose name we have 
already mentioned, Don Martin Goyecochea.' 
To him the proprietors of olive plantations who 

* Los Amantes de Terruel, an old heroic, or tragi-comic 
drama, which, although full of extravagancies, like most of the 
dramatic compositions of that age, is not without interest. 
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have no mills, bring their olives. This gentle¬ 
man has combined under his own roof, every 
thing which is necessary for the country 
people, who come* to borrow the use of his 
mill. His establishment proves what can be 
done by an individual even in Spain, if he has 
the good of mankind at heart. I remarked, 
with pleasure, that the twenty or thirty work¬ 
men employed in this mill were all Frenchmen, 
who came annually, about the month of De¬ 
cember, from our southern provinces. The 
Spaniards themselves confess that their own 
workmen would make bad substitutes for these 
strangers, who are not less remarkable for their 
good conduct than for their intelligence. In 
other mills, however, Spanish workmen are em¬ 
ployed. At Monte Torrcro, a spot near the 
city, which has been recently levelled and 
planted with vines and olives, there is a mill 
for the olives produced by the lands bordering 
on the canal of Arragon, or for those paid as 
tribute by such proprietors who>e grounds it 
supplies with water. 

We shall here give some details respecting 
this canal, the principal object of my visit to 
Arragon. It passes within half a league of Sa¬ 
ragossa, at the foot of Monte Torrcro. Here 
are magazines where corn, timber for building, 
iron, and other utensils, are deposited. These 
edifices, remarkable for their convenience and 
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solidity, contribute much to embellish the 
canal. It was here that I embarked in a yacht, 
in order to visit sis tine locks, which are a great 
league below Saragossa. Haifa league higher 
up there are four more, which succeed each 
other on its leaving a large basin, where we 
embark in order to ascend to its source. 

Having been introduced to Don ltamou Pig- 
natclii, the real founder of this canal, one 
of the master-pieces of Spanish industry, I ob¬ 
tained, through him, the means of making this 
little voyage with much personal convenience, 
and with great advantage in point of informa¬ 
tion. 1 set oil’ at eight o’clock in the morning, 
in a large bark, under the auspices of Don 
Juan Payas, director of the canal. At noon 
we stopped at the most remarkable place, being 
where the canal is carried by an aqueduct of 
hewn stone, 710 fathoms in length, over the 
river Xalon, which pursues its course under 
this stupendous piece of masonry. '1 his was 
the most expenshe part of the canal, having- 
cost nearly thirteen millions of reals. We slept 
at the Canaleta , another point worthy of atten¬ 
tion. The old canal for watering the soil, cut 
from the Xalon, coming from the west, here 
• takes its course through the midst of a stone 
bridge built over the new canal, and after hav- 
ing thus crossed it proceeds eastward towards 
jpucena. 
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Next day we admired the works at Gallur, 
a village upon a barren eminence, on the banks 
of the Ebro, which approaches very close to the 
canal at this place. The inequality and rough¬ 
ness of the ground which it has to flow through 
here, has necessarily occasioned some very ex¬ 
tensive works. A.little lower down, the canal 
is carried by a tunnel of masonry through 
some very high hills, but this work is not mo¬ 
dern. Under Charles the Fifth, the first foun¬ 
der of the canal of Arragon, this part of it w as 
under ground. It lias since only been exposed 
to view. 

Half a league lower down than Gallur we 

C? 

perceive the Ebro, and in the back ground, 
beyond its left bank, the village of Tauste, 
which gives its name to a canal completely 
modern. That which we are now describing, 
and which is properly the imperial canal, was 
begun under Charles the Fifth, who, being 
distracted by his restless ambition, was obliged 
to suspend its further execution, and it was not 
again thought of until 1770. From this period it 
has made but slow progress, and perhaps would 
have made none at all, had it not been for tfie 
extraordinary perseverance of Don Ramon 
Pignatelli. At its approach to the Bocal, or* 
the spot where the canal commences, it is 
separated into two branches by a small island. 
On the right is the old canal of Charles the Fifth, 
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that on the leit being the modern one. Soon 
after ve pass under the bridge of Formigales, 
on approaching which the modern canal grows 
wider, and presents a superb sheet of water. 
It is ui:.-vi'this bridge, of a single arch, that 
we find the first outlet of the canal. (Almc- 
nara de Dcxague.) 

There are. or will be, five bridges over the 
canal between Gallurand the Bocal. They are 
at first built of wood, but afterwards of brick. 

Two leagues from the Bocal, after having 
passed the old castle of Mallen, we enter the 
kingdom of Navarre. Here the canal com¬ 
mands a vast plain planted with vegetables and 
maize. 

Below Formigales, we find the bridge of 
Valverdc, the boundary of Arragon on this 
side. We afterwards arrive at the Bocal, which 
is a short quarter of a league beyond Formigales. 

Here the Ebro, restrained by a dyke 118 fa¬ 
thoms long by seventeen broad, enters the bed 
of the canal by eleven inlets, but which never 
supply it with water all at once, and close to 
which the new palace lias been built. From 
one of the fronts of this edifice, we have a v iew 
of the fine sheet of water formed within the 
dyke, and on our right a cascade. 

On the first floor are apartments for the go¬ 
vernor of the establishment, which were not 
finished until 1782; the adjoining edifices are 
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magazines for timber, planks, and iron work. 
The inn which is spacious, clean, and kept by a 
native of Thoulouse, the chapel and the old 
castle are a quarter of a league further near the 
bridge of Form is ales. 

When we have examined this canal in all its 
details; when we have seen how every thing has 
been provided for, every thing well conceived 
and well executed; when we find that to this 
great enterprize must be added several other 
monuments or establishments Scattered through¬ 
out modern Spain, it is impossible to retain 
against its inhabitants the unfavourable pre¬ 
judices still cherished by a great part of 
Europe, and not to admit, that if they act 
slowly, they at least act with intelligence, and 
execute their projects with solidity, and even 
with magnificence. 

The canal of Arragon seems to combine all 
these qualities, and its utility is already attested 
by an experience of more than twenty years. 
In the month of August 1792, it yielded two 
million of reals, more than one half of which 
■was devoted to the payment of the workmen; 
and the balance was to be set apart for the con¬ 
tinuation of the work. The sources of this re¬ 
venue are the produce of.a tract of ground se¬ 
veral fathoms broad on each of its banks, be¬ 
sides contributions in kind levied upon all the 
fields near which it passes. Those which were 
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before in a state of cultivation pay one-fifth of 
the crop; lands recently brought into tillage 
one-sixth; vineyards, olive plantations, and or¬ 
chards an eighth or a ninth. At the same pe¬ 
riod one hundred thousand acres were watered 
by this canal; and a few years afterwards 
lands, formerly sold at from 100 to 150 reals an 
acre, rose to the value of 4 or .5000. Can there 
be a stronger argument in favour of canals, and 
that of Arragon in particular? 

This canal is to have thirty-four locks. None 
of them are required however between Tudela 
and Saragossa; but from the latter place*-to 
Sastago, where the canal will enter the Ebro, 
the elevation of the ground renders them in¬ 
dispensable. In 179-3, six only were finished, 
the expense of the twenty-eight others is not 
alarming; each of those already made cost no 
more than 200,000 reals. Thus it will require 
only six millions for those still remaining to 
be executed. 

They have besides made for the advantage 
of the canal, 

1. Sluices (Almenaras de desague,) in order 
to carry off the superfluous water. 

2. Cuts for watering the adjacent fields, (Al¬ 
menaras de riego.) 

3. Small bridges, or Alcantarilla %, in order 
to carry the canal over ravines. Cross roads 
pass under these bridges. 

A. Superficial currents, (Corrieufcs superft- 
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dales,) by means of which the torrents glide 
over the surface of the canal, after having de¬ 
posited in a kind of pit, the stones, inud, and 
gravel, which generally accompany them. 

When it is found necessary to cleanse the 
canal, it can be drained dry in four or five hours. 
At one and the same instant all the sluices are 
opened, and the water runs off into the Ebro. 

The cut made from this river below Tudela, 
does not perceptibly diminish its waters; and 
it requires greater care to guard against an 
overflow than a scarcity; but every thing has 
been so well arranged that they can furnish al¬ 
most to the tenth of an inch the quantity of 
water required for the canal. 

In short, there is not a more useful establish¬ 
ment iu Spain. For a long time the course of 
the Ebro had been an insufficient medium of 
communication for the three province^through 
which it runs, Navarre, Arragou, and Cata¬ 
lonia. The canal in question will be twenty-six 
great leagues in length, from Tudela to Sastago. 
At this last place the Ebro begins to be navi¬ 
gable, with slight interruptions, as far as Tor- 
tosa, and thence to the sea. Along this river 
there is another canal, twelve leagues in length, 
and which was finished even before the reign 
of Charles the Fifth. This is the canal of Tauste, 
but being merely intended for watering the 
neighbouring grounds, it was neglected and con-, 
sequently not of much utility. The directors of 
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the new canal undertook to restdrerthe oW one; 
but in the expectation that the flew dyke 
would serve both canals- at onc'e, - they have 
allowed the old canal to.remain, although half 
a league higher. 

The Ebro itself, - notwithstanding' all these 
improvements, is not totally 1 useless to the 
country through which it runs. But being 
navigable for four or five months in the year 
only, from Saragossa to the sea, it is a precari¬ 
ous resource, even for navigation, and con¬ 
tributes nothing towards irrigation. The new 
canal, on the contrary, serves both purposes. 
Its least depth is nine feet, and the largest barks 
carry about 2700 quintals. 

The Bocal is very near Navarre. The vil¬ 
lage of Fontdlus is situated towards the east, 
upon an eminence adjoining the canal. We 
there cross it to go to Tudcla, which is only two 
leagues off, and is the principal town of this 
part of the kingdom of Navarre. 

On leaving Fontellas, we find a specimen of 
the excellent roads with which it has been pro¬ 
vided before any other part of Spain, by the 
care of its viceroy, the Count de Gages; 'these 
roads traverse Navarre from one extremity to 
the otter. It is well known that one of 5 the roads 
leading from France into Navarre, is that from 
French, or tower Navarre to tipper Navarre. 
Setting out on horseback, or on mules, from St. 

VOL. III. e 
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Jean Pied-de-Port, a small town, situated at the 
foot of the very rugged Pyrenean mountain, 
called Altcvizar, we are two or three hours as¬ 
cending it before we reach Ronceveaux, placed 
at*the foot of the Pyrenees on the other side. 
Ronceveaux, the name of which is famous in 
romances and in fabulous history, is at present 
nothing but a village, where there are some 
tolerable inns, and a monastery of regular ca¬ 
nons. 

Prom this place to Painpeluna, the distance 
is only six leagues of good road, through deep 
vallies and among high mountains, partly co¬ 
vered with wood. In this stage we have, upon 
the right, the valley of Bastan, which has been, 
up to the present time, the theatre of the quar¬ 
rels of the respective frontier powers. We may 
easily conceive it to be an apple of discord, 
when we have passed through it. It is five or 
six leagues in diameter. The Bidassoa here has 
its source; it has not much corn, hut it abounds 
in fruits, maize, and meadows covered with flocks. 

Pampeluna , the capital of Spanish Navarre, 
and the seat of the governor and viceroy) is 
built upqn, a,n eminence, on the banks of the 
small river Arga. It contains no more than 
A00,0 hoq^es; it is protected, by a citadel and 
fort, apd, in 1705, preparations were here made 
ito oppose some resistance <to pu^ftfiptonoiw 
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armies. The six leagues between Pampeluna 
and Tafalla pass through a rich and populous 
country. Of the eleven leagues between 
Tafalla and Tudela, the last six also pass 
through a highly cultivated country, if we ex¬ 
cept the Bardena del Rty, a wild district,' but 
abounding in pasture. 

Tudela, which is only a great league from the 
frontiers of Arragon, is but an inferior kind of 
city, but it is well built. At the extremity of 
the broad street, which runs through it, is a 
stone bridge over the Ebro, after crossing 
which you enter upon the excellent road lead¬ 
ing to Pampeluna, a distance of seventeen 
leagues. The ground around Tudela, hitherto 
little known, except for its red wine, would be 
fit; for every kind of culture; but the ill-judged 
avidity of the rich proprietors, among whom it 
is divided, has devoted it almost entirely to 
that of the vine. Peralta , the wine of which 
is also in repute, lies but a few leagues from 
Tudela, very near the road from Pampeluna. 

The kingdom 6f Navarre, conquered bv Fer¬ 
dinand the Catholic from Jean d’Albret, forms 
like Biscay, a separate province, preserving its 
customs, particular privileges, and tribunal; 
and in several respects it is considered as lying 
beyond the frontiers. Most kinds of foreign 
merchandize find free admission without paying 

£ 2 
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any duties. They are not inspected until they 
arrive at Jgredu, tire first custom-house of 
Castile, on the side of Navarre. 

But let us now return to Arragon, and quit 
this canal, which deserves the attention of 
all the admirers of useful and durable enter- 
prizes, and of all those who have the public 
welfare at heart. Even if it were never finish¬ 
ed, it would be sufficient to immortalize the 
name of Ramon Pignatelli; who, regardless of 
the two circumstances which invited him to 
idleness, his ecclesiastical profession, and his 
high birth, has evinced himself, in spite of in¬ 
trigues and the forbidding coldness of the 
court, one of the most active and enlightened 
citizens of whom modern Spain can boast.* 

* Upon the death of Don Ramon Pignatelli, the Count dc 
Sastago, an Arragoucse nobleman, personally interested himself 
in the success of the canal of Arragon, and was appointed to 
preside ad interim over the continuation of these works ; but he 
only filled this place about three years, when it was intrusted to 
the general superintendants of roads and bridges, established at 
Madrid. It was soon discovered that the enterprize could not 
succeed under the auspices of a distant council, and occupied 
with other matters. One of the judges of the court of justice 
at Saragossa, was appointed director of the canal. He, was 
zealously and successfully fulfilling these new functions, when 
he was promoted to a higher situation, which obliged him to 
remove to Granada; and it is from the latter city that he has 
to direct the works at the canal of Arragon, which cannot 
make much progress under such changes. Besides this, the 
want of money has thrown new obstacles in the way. The pre- 
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oiu iigossu is upon one of the two roads from 
Madrid to Barcelona; but this road is one of 
the most disagreeable in Spain, and gives no fa¬ 
vourable idea either of Arragrtn or of Catalonia. 
No tract indeed can be more desert, more de¬ 
populated, more dreary, than a great part of 
the country which we pass through, after leav¬ 
ing Villa Franca, where we begin to lose sight 
of Saragossa, until we are two leagues beyond 
the gloomy town of Fraga, situated on the 
banks of the Cinca, at the foot of a rugged 
mountain, of difficult ascent, on the way 
to Lerida. After Villa Franca, the Vcnta de 
Santa Lucia presents itself; the most disgusting- 
inn of all Spain. Proceeding from this place 
through the town of Bujaraloz, we arrive at the 

sent director had, indeed, succeeded in reserving a fund of 
about live millions of reals, from the produce of the canal j but 
the minister of the finance seized it, in J SO:;, and applied it to 
more urgent necessities. Here we have too many reasons why 
this project, not less useful than splendid, has not yet realized 
all the hopes conceived from it. In 1804, the principal canal 
of Arragon did not pass beyond the Carl husian convent which 
is a league from Saragossa. They had, however, recently made 
some small sluiees for watering the fields, one of which goes 
as far as the village of Burgo, two leagues from Saragossa, and 
another to the beginning of the district of the little town of 
Fuentes, which is three leagues from that city. With respect 
to irrigation, Arragon begins at least to enjoy very sensibly 
the benefits of its canal. Its agriculture is improved, and, 
in 1804, it was enabled, by the transmission of grain from Sara¬ 
gossa to Madrid, to assist in relieving the horrors of the famine 
whit;h then desolated Castile. 
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miserable village of Candasnos , separated from 
Fraga by five long dismal leagues, after which 
we enter Catalonia. Lerida is nearly at the 
saipe distance from it. JBiit we shall treat else¬ 
where of this important city, and of the twenty- 
five leagues betW’efcn it and Barcelona. 

Let us now proceed towards the south of 

Spain, beginning with the beautiful residence of 
Aranjuez. 
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CHAP, nr, 

Description of Arflifaiffi 8*, 

The road from Madrid to AranjuezJs one of 
the finest and in the best repair of any in Eu¬ 
rope. At first setting out, we conto the 
wide and long bridge of Toledo, a msray piece 
of architecture the parapets of which are loaded 
■with ornaments in a wretched taste. We may 
avoid this bridge, however, and save a circuit 
of a quarter of a league, when the waters of the 
Man^anares are |^ry low; and we then cross, 
by a small bridge, the canal intended to unite 
this river with the Tagus, begun under the ad¬ 
ministration of M. de Grimaldi, but abandoned 
after proceeding for about three leagues, for 
want of funds, and because such men as Don 
Ramon Pignatelli are still very scarce in 
Spain. The only revenue derived from it is 
the produce of some mills ; and this is swal¬ 
lowed by the keeping up of bridges and locks, 
and by the salaries of overseers, &c. For al¬ 
most every where, no sooner is an establish¬ 
ment set on foot, than the expenses of its sup¬ 
port are as considerable as if it had been 
finished. 
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A little further on, we ford the Man^anares^ 
after which we find ourselves once more 5 upon' 
the line road to Aranjuez, with groves of olive 
trees scattered at intervals on each side. At 
the end of six leagues of a straight and level 
road, we descend into the charming valley of 
Araujuez. The Xarama flows along the hills 
'which form the northern side. As soon as M'c 
reach the valley, the parched and naked 
plains o^pastile disappear; the climate and 
soil are'xnanged : we now proceed under the 
shade of large trees, amidst the roaring of cas¬ 
cades and the murmuring of rivulets. The 
meadows are enamelled with flowers ; the par¬ 
terres display the most lively and’most varie¬ 
gated colours. The most lu^riant vegetation 
is every where exhibited. We surmise the 
proximity of a river which fertilizes and en¬ 
livens the landscape. The Tagus, which enters 
the valley at the east end, winds along it for 
nearly two leagues, and then unites with the 
Xarama, after having reflected from its surfate 


the image of the most beautiful plantations. ; 
The embelUslirnehts of Aninjitez are modem, 
The first Spanish monarch who 


(IMate X'lV.) 
established Ins residence there for some tinie, 
was Charles the Fifth. He began the building 
of the palace inhabit^d’by his successors. Fer¬ 
dinand vT. and (Charles’111. added a new wing 
each. Under this new form, it is not so my£h 
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a royal residence, as a very fine country seat. 
The Tagus, runs at right angles with the eastern 
facade, coasts along the parterre, and forms 
an artificial cascade almost under the windows. 
A small branch of this river escapes from the 
cascade and approaches so ne^r to the walls 
of the palace, that the king may enjoy the plea¬ 
sure of angling from his terrace. This branch 
afterwards unites with'the principal arm, and 
thus forms a delightful island, which is but one 
extensive garden of an irregular Iwm,; cool¬ 
ness and shade ,are here found at all seasons. 
On penetrating the labyrinth formed by the 
numerous alleys, we enjoy the luxuriance and 
serenity of nature, and we may fancy ourselves 
at a distance from courts in the bosom of rural 
solitude. Large trees, lofty walls of verdure, 
some cascades plainly decorated ; these are all 
the ornaments of this insular garden. If it 
were more splendid it would please us less. 

Charles the Vth and Philip the lid would 
scarcely recognize Aranjuez, which lias been 
rendered by the improvements of succeeding 
monarehs, one of the most agreeable residences 
in Europe. Its principal alleys however, and 
that in particular called the Calle de la Reyna , 
are of much older date than the late reigns. 
The height of the trees, their enormous trunks 
and thick foliage, attest their antiquity, as well 
as the goodness of the soil which has borue 
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them for many centuries. But they do not form 
tfye only ornament of the valley of Aranjuez. 
Under Ferdinand the Vltb, this residence had 
scarcely any thing to shew but the palace. 
Someguinous houses scattered over an uneven 
piece of ground, at some distance from the 
royal habitation, served for the dwelling’s of 
the attendants upon the court and the ambas¬ 
sadors. These have given way to uniform 
houses, built with elegant simplicity. The prin¬ 
cipal strife are shaded !>y two rows of trees, 
at the foot of which runs a stream of water. All 
of them are perfectly straight and very wide; 
perhaps too broad in proportion to the lowness 
of,the houses, and the heat of the climate. , M. 
de Grimaldi was the author of the plan upon 
which the new village of dh'anjuez tVas built. 
Before he was sent to France as an ambassador, 
or elevated to the post of prime minister, he 
had,filled a diplomatic situation at the Hague, 
where he conceived the idea of founding a 
I),Upch town in the centre of Castile. 

.^be. vjillagc is separated from the castle by 
ap 'exteps.ive, but ^regular, square decorated 
by a fqnnLain. Charles III. caused a portico, 
aliUjOSt .entirely covered, to be constructed. 
It begin® at one end of the principal- streets 
of the village, and forming a part of the enclo¬ 
sure qf this square, unites with the adjoining 
buildings of the palace. 
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We should never finish, were we to lead our 
readers through all the fine plantations at 
Aranjuez: we shall therefore, confine our ob¬ 
servations to the principal ones. On arriving 
from Madrid, we pass through a circular en¬ 
closure, called Las Doce Calles, from the twelve 
alleys which diverge from it. One Of these alleys 
leads to the entrance of Las Huertas, a vast 
orchard, where Ave maj^ admire the aitonishing 
fertility of the soil of Aranjuez. If’we Avish to 
see a specimen of cultivation on a larger scale, 
and not less luxuriant, we may take the road to¬ 
wards Toledo and visit the Campo Flamenco, so 
called', without doubt, because it resembles the 
fine gardens of Flanders. We must not neg¬ 
lect the Cortijo, another enclosure, surrounded 
Avith an op'en railing|>Avhere the soib 'cultivated 
Avith particular care, repays Avith usury, the ef¬ 
forts, of the agriculturist, and those of the 1 
king, Avho has here planted slips of \*mes from’ 
different places in the kingdom. 

Lastly, the Huerta de Valencia exhibits somfe : 
successful attempts at cultivation, ahd ? a kihd 
of foretaste of the kingdonwof Valencia! Be¬ 
sides fields of hemp, artificial rieado^ws and vine¬ 
yards, Ave here‘find plantations of chesnuts, 
.and a building consecrated to the labours of 
the silk worin. But what is most remarkable, 
and best' known among the plantations of 
Aranjuez, is the Callede la Reyna } which forms, 
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as it were, its back-bone. It pursues, for nearly 
half a league, a direction from cast to west, 
and is terminated at a stone bridge thrown 
over the Tagus. It then proceeds for no less 
a distance and ends at another bridge upon 
the same river, the sinuosities of which, can 
only be followed by the imagination, through 
a valley shadowed with shrubs and large trees, 
which conceal its course at intervals from our 
view. Behind one of these thick curtains is 
hidden a^cascacle, the mdse of which is heard 
at a great distance, and is the only interrup¬ 
tion to the tranquillity that reigns in this so¬ 
litary spot. It has for its object to draw 
away from the Tagus part of its waters. The 
arm of this river, thus turned from its bed 
flows into a deep artificial fjianncl and proceeds 
to refresh some of the plantations of Aranjuez, 
and provide for the wants of its inhabitants. But 
the shade and the verdure suddenly’ cease, and 
nothing is to be seen but tlie bare hills sur¬ 
rounding the valley, and which art concealed 
from the view in Order to prevent the frame- 
from spoiling the effect of the picture. At the 
foot of these hills are the king’s stables, where 
the breed of Spanish horses still keeps up its 
aheient beauty. The passage of the Latin poet, 
Vcnto gravidas ex prole put ares, serves for an 
inscription for this buildfhg, for which it seems 
to have been expressly composed. 
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The king attaches much importance to the 
prosperity of the stud at Aranjuez; the embar¬ 
rassments of the war however suspended the 
care which this establishment requires. But 
in 171)6, a council was appointed exclusively 
for this purpose, under the title of Supreme 
•Junta of Equitation. The stud at Aranjuez 
contains ut present, about four hundred mares 
and twenty stallions. Besides these, the Prince 
of the Peace, who is particularly fond of every 
tiling connected with the cavalry, keeps here, 
on his own account, IS stallions and 150 mares. 
Aranjuez has also a stud of mules, for the 
court is not inclined to dispense entirely with 
these animals, ignoble perhaps, but yet ser¬ 
viceable, and which have also their particular 
description of beauty. Under the same roof 
with the stallions, eight male asses are kept, 
and 300 beautiful mares are exclusively set 
apart for them. 

Leaving these stables upon our left, we enter 
upon the great alleys leatjingdnto the <Calle de 
la Ileyna. 

The trees we have mentioned, are ^ot the 
only embellishments of this yalley. Upon the 
right hand, it is bordered with shrubs and undpr- 
wood, which render its regularity more pleasing;. 
Here, during the reign of Charles III. peace¬ 
ably bounded the numerous herds of deer, 
against which his successor has declared war. 
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Cut the chief decoration of the Calle do la 
Reyna, is the garden of Primavcra, or of 
spring. Under Charles III. it extended only 
a thousand paces along one side of the Calle 
de la Reyna. Charles IV. cari ied it forward 
along the whole of this alley to the banks of 
the Tagus. 

Nothing can be more delightful than this 
garden during the season from which it derives 
its name. It is here that the fertility of the 
valley appears in all its luxuriance ; nor are the 
useful articles of cultivation neglected. Fruits, 
flowers, and vegetables of every description 
prosper here. Clumps of trees oppose their 
hospitable shade against the heat of the noon¬ 
day sun. Odoriferous shrubs perfume the 
morning gale, and the balmy vapours they ex- ' 
hale, descend again at sun-set, to heighten 
the charms of the'evening promenades! It 
is only twenty years, since the whole ground 
between the enclosure of the garden of the 
Pr'mavera and the banks of the Tagus, was un¬ 
cultivated and overrun with weeds. Tire pre¬ 
sent king, when prince of the Asturias, took 
possession of it, and converted it into one of the 
most agreeable spots in the whole valley. Ver¬ 
dant lawns, shtubs, -and parterres have sup¬ 
planted useless treesserpentine* walks lead 
through these new treasures of vegetation. 
From one spring to the other, we see a vast 
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blooming garden displaying an infinite variety 
of forms, at well as of productions. A small 
dock-yard has been preserved in this enclo¬ 
sure, and communicates with the Tagus by a 
gentle slope. Here ship-building is carried on 
in miniature, and this little navy has its car¬ 
penters and sailors. Fuither on is a kind of 
harbours defended by a battery adapted to the 
situation. ' Some gondolas are anchored under 
its protection, and small frigates elegantly 
decorated, which return the salutes of the 
artillery in the harbour. The noise of these 
discharges, the cries of the sailors occupied 
in manoeuvring the vessels, and the sight of 
the streamers and flags floating in the wind, 
excite an idea thht we are present at the 
games of Mars and Neptnrie. Happy, indeed, 
would it be for mankind if they confined them¬ 
selves to these imitations; if avarice, and the 
awad love of glory, had not converted into in¬ 
struments of destruction those properties of 
the elemepts which nature perhaps intended 
only for their pleasure! 

Aranjuez affords every kind of entertain¬ 
ment to be found at a country retreat: hunt* 
ing, fishing, walking and riding. No where 
can it be more delightful, to enjoy the pled* 
sure of wandering either with book in hand 
among the shrubberies, or of riding on horse* 
hack or in a carriage through the alleys, which 
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extend farther than the eye can reach. For¬ 
merly, deer and even wild boars were seen 
peaceably walking in the streets, and you would 
have taken then) for domestic animals. Buffa¬ 
loes, brought from Naples, perform the office of 
beasts of burden. I have also seen a few robust 
camels patiently submit to laborious drudgery 
at Aranjuez, but they were not long able to re¬ 
sist the influence of a foreign climate. At the 
same period two zebras, and two guanacos,* were 
to be seen sporting as if in their native coun¬ 
try, in a meadow contiguous to the road, while 
an elephant, with his unwieldy form stalked 
peaceably along, amidst the curious spectators 
wffio thronged to behold him. It is thus that 
sovereigns should expose openly to view the 
foreign animals which they keep locked up in. 
their menageries, with the exception of those 
whose ferocity might render them dangerous 
if unchained.f These magnificent prisons, the 

* Camelus Llamia Sylvatris. Peruvian sheep, 
t This has been realized for several years in the Garden of 
Plants at Paris, where several foreign animals, enjoying a 
kind of liberty and the light of day, display the peculiarities 
of their natures, and satisfy the public curiosity without any 
danger. Under a climate so temperate as that of Spain, a simi¬ 
lar establishment might be extended to • greater number of qua¬ 
drupeds imported from the warmer regions of the Spanish colo¬ 
nies, and would evince, in a manner worthy of their magni¬ 
ficence, the patronage afforded to the sciences and particularly 
within the last thirty years, to natural history by the Spanish 
raouarchs. 
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master-pieces of cruelty, still more than of 
luxury, evince the tyranny of man, without 
proving his power. The kings of Spain have 
not at least to reproach themselves with this 
revolting magnificence. They have in their 
gardens at Buen Retiro, some lions shut up 
in small buildings, from which we sometimes 
hear their hoarse and menacing roar. They 
have a fine pheasant walk in the interior of the 
gardens of St. Ildefonso, but no wdiere have 
they any thing like a real menagerie. 

The horses at Aranjuez contribute to its em¬ 
bellishment in a particular manner. It is here 
that they develope ail the beauty of their move¬ 
ments and all their velocity. It is here that 
the king in person exercises the fine horses 
furnished by his stud. Formerly the Colic de 
la Reyna was the course where the race horses 
exhibited their swiftness in presence of the 
court, the different branches of which betted 
keenly upon the powers of these animals. The 
present king#, when Prince of Asturias, substi¬ 
tuted, in place of races, a kind of spectacle 
called the Patejas. He formed a squadron of 
four in front and twelve deep. The four files 
were directed by himself, the two infants his 
his brothers, and one of the most distinguished 
persons of his court, and each had a particular 
colour. The forty-eight horsemen were clothed 
voi.. nr, r 



6 6 


MODERN STATE 


in the genuine Spanish costume, which gave an 
antique military appearance to the spectacle, 
ami seemed to recal the tournaments of their 
ancestors. They proceeded in columns to one 
of the great courts of the castle, to the sound 
of trumpets and kettle-drums, and preceded 
by elegantly dressed grooms leading spare 
horses richly caparisoned. Here they would 
break their ranks, separate and form again; 
sometimes galloping round the circumference 
of the court, at others crossing diagonally, 
they displayed their skill in horsemanship and 
the beauty of their rich caparisons. This cold 
and feeble image of the ancient tournaments, 
recalled them in a slight degree to the re¬ 
collection of the spectators; but made them 
regret those festivals at which, in presence 
of princes and the fair, the ancient cheva¬ 
liers obeyed the double impulse of love and 
glory; festivals where the applause of those 
who reigned over their hearts was the inesti¬ 
mable prize of their address and courage. Ac¬ 
cordingly the most devoted of the courtiers 
received no kind of pleasure from this Ball of 
Centaurs, except they were permitted to take 
part in it with the sons of their sovereign, arid 
to contribute to their pleasures. 

The king has for some years laid aside 
tl^ese amusements at Aranjuez, and has sub- 
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stituted others in their place still more agree¬ 
able to his own taste. One of those which he 
is fondest of, is to make experiments with ar¬ 
tillery in the Huerta de Valencia ; the noise of 
which disturbs the tranquillity of this charm¬ 
ing residence much oftener than pleases the 
softer sex, or those who partake of simitar 
feelings. 

But he takes the greatest pleasure in em¬ 
bellishing his garden, which is partly bounded 
by the Tagus. Within it has been formed a 
small lake, out of which rises a kiosk, a small 
Greek temple, aheap of rude stones, or, if you 
please, a rock, surmounted with a marble sta¬ 
tue of Apollo. Near it is a Chinese bark, 
prepared for the navigation of this lake in mi¬ 
niature ; exhibiting an incongruous assemblage 
of objects which, notwithstanding a profusion 
of ornaments, have but a mean appearance. 
But nature lias done so much for this spot; 
flowers and exotic plants are so profusely scat¬ 
tered ; foreign trees remarkable for their 
beauty or singularity, and particularly the long 
alleys of weeping willows and of catalpas, have 
succeeded so well, and afford such a refreshing 
shade; there are so many fertilizing streams, 
such varieties of situation, although upon an 
entirely plain surface, that the garden of Aran- 

juez certainly forms one of the most agreeable 

F 2 
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promenades in Europe. I owe it this homage 
in gratitude for the delicious hours I have 
spent under the shade of its bowers; for while 
wandering among the beds of flowers and lawns 
of Aranjuez, I have frequently enjoyed amidst 
the vegetable treasures of both hemispheres the 
sweetest recreation from the solicitudes of an 
arduous negotiation. 

The palace and other buildings at Aranjuez 
are handsome, but not magnificent. The royal 
apartments contained few pictures of any va¬ 
lue during the reign of Charles III. They 
have been lately enriched, however, with the 
spoils of St. Ildcfonso, and now contain up¬ 
wards of 400 pictures, among which are seve¬ 
ral by Guido, Guercino, Lanfranc, Poussin, &c. 
The chapel of the castle is new, and built in a 
good style, and the sculpture aud gilding are 
distributed with taste and without profusion. 
It contains some pictures by Mengs, which 
contribute not a little to its decoration. 

There are, besides, three churches in the 
Sitio of Aranjuez : the most modern belongs to 
a convent of Franciscans, called the Church of 
SanPascual, founded by the confessor to Charles 
Iir. in the highest part of the Sitio. We read 
upon the walls of the vestibule of this convent 
some pious stanzas in the most oracular style. 
Opposite the church is a royal hospital, excel- 
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lently situated, and worthy of being held up as 
an example, for the relief it affords to every 
descript ion of disease. 

Sickness is common at Aranjuez, although it 
is so delightful a residence in other respects. 
While the temperature is here moderate, every 
thing is enchanting to the senses, and we re¬ 
lish the happiness of existence. But when the 
dog-days approach, when the hot air stagnated 
in the valley is loaded with the exhalations of 
a muddy and sluggish river, and with the ni¬ 
trous vapours taken up by the sun from the 
hills between which the Tagus flows, then is 
this vale of Tempe pregnant with disease and 
death. 

Every person then removes from Aranjuez, 
seeking a more wholesome atmosphere upon 
the neighbouring heights, and particularly in 
the little town of Ocaha. Aranjuez, which, 
during May and June, was the rendezvous of 
all who w'ere eager for pleasure and for health, 
containing a population of 10,000 souls, now 
becomes as it were a desert, where only those 
remain who are prevented from leaving it ei¬ 
ther by their avocations or their poverty. 

Formerly the king did not visit Aranjuez 
until after Easter, and remained there till the 
end of June. The new court, preferring Aran- 
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juez to all the other palaces, repairs hither in 
the beginning of January. 

A ran juez is upon the road from Madrid to 
Cadiz. I shall now proceed thither with my 
readers. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Bead from Aranjuez to Cadiz. La Mancha. 
Ci ionics of the Sierra A farena. Baijlen. An- 
dnxar. Cordova. Kingdom of Granada. 

It is only since J7^o, that a post-chaise could 
travel from Madrid to Cadiz, this way of 
tr.Vv ■' ding being formerly entirely unknown in 
Spain, except upon the roads between the ca¬ 
pital and the royal country residences.* 

Two leagues from Araujuez, we first come to 
the small townofOcaha, remarkable for its rid¬ 
ing school for cavalry, which has prospered for 
several years past, under the auspices of Gene¬ 
ral Ricardos. 

* Within these few years, people have travelled post in 
Spain in several directions, particularly between Madrid and 
Cadiz, in small chaises, furnished by the establishment of the 
general post-office; but the custom of travelling short journie* 
in caches de colleras , with six mules, or in calesines, with two, 
also prevails very generally. One may travel still more econo¬ 
mically upon a mule, the owner of which follows, or precede* it, 
on foot; or with messengers, called ordinarias, who at stated 
times travel from one great city to another. But there is not 
any stage coach, properly so called, throughout all Spain, 
that from Bayonne to Madrid not having been re-established. 
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On leaving Ocana, the view extends over a 
vast and perfectly level plain, the first spe¬ 
cimen of La Mancha. We arrive at Guardia, 
which, with the exception of the church, seems 
a vast heap of ruins; then at Temblcque, a town 
with 1500 houses, and not without appearances 
of industry. A little saltpetre is procured from 
the country around it; but this is no embellish¬ 
ment to the place. Temblcque has a very fine 
promenade, an object that cannot be too highly 
prized in the arid plains of La Mancha. 

The next stage is a solitary house, called 
Canada de la Higuera, the most wretched inn 
on the road.' 

Two leagues further is Madridejos, a fine 
village, on leaving which we are agreeably sur¬ 
prised to find, in the midst of plains totally 
stript of verdure, an alley of white elms, and 
some clusters of trees, ran nanies in gurgite 
vaslo. 

After traversing three leagues of an uniform 

and unvaried country, wc arrive at Puertola- 

*• * 

piche, a small village, at the foot of two hills, 
near which Don Quixote armed himself, on en¬ 
tering upon his career. 

At Villalta are manufactures of coarse cot¬ 
tons. Before we reach-this place, we cross 
a long narrow stone bridge, on each side of 
which is a large fen, covered with plants pe¬ 
culiar to marshy situations. This is the river 
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Guadiana, which at some distance, suddenly 
hides its sluggish waters under giUund, after¬ 
wards re-appears, at a place called Los ojos dc 
Guadiana , passes through Estramadura and part 
of Portugal, and empties itself into the sea, 
forming the boundary between that country 
and Spa?fi. 

Five long leagues intervene between Villalta 
and Mauganares, one of the largest towns in 
La Mancha, where the carbineers have one of 
their principal quarters, and where the abund¬ 
ance which they diffuse through the district 
is counterbalanced by their violations of the 
rights of hospitality at the expense of morals. 

The wine in the neighbourhood of Manpa- 
nares is very little inferior to that of Val-de- 
penas, another town five leagues distant. There 
are two kinds of wine produced here ; the first 
is of a fine deep ruby colour; it is stronger 
and much richer than any of our French wines, 
if we except those of Roussillon and the .banks 
of the Rhone; but there is scarcely a drop of 
Spanish wine which has not a taste of pitch, 
contracted from the casks. White wine is not 
so frequently to be seen as red. The former 
resembles champagne in colour, but it has a 
little tartness. It is exported to England and. 
America, but the red is almost entirely con¬ 
sumed in the country. 

SantaQruz, two leagues beyond Man^anares, 
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is the chief town in the domains of the Spanish 
grandee of^lhat name.* We next find the 
small village of Almoradiel, where the im¬ 
mense plains of La Mancha terminate towards 
the south. 

There is not perhaps in all Europe, a country 
more uniform than the twenty-two" tedious 
leagues between Tembleque and Almoradiel; 
and nothing can be more monotonous than 
the view of such a dreary horizon. In two, 
and sometimes three hours, not a single human 
dwelling appears to relieve the eye; our view 
extends without interruption over immense 
plains, the Vegetation of which has a gloomy 
appearance, more from the heat of the suu than 
the nature of the soil. Some thinly-scattered 
olive plantations occasionally interrupt this te¬ 
dious uniformity. 


* The last Marquis de Santa Cruz was often mentioned as 
a nobleman who managed his extensive estates with more 
sagacity than usually falls to the lot of a grandee. The esteem 
in which he was held, joined to his exalted birth, raised him 
to the most distinguished stations, in various departments. 
When he died, some years ago, he was President of the Aca¬ 
demy for improving the Spanish language, Grand Master of 
the King’s household, and tutor to the Prince of Asturias. 
Charles III. on appointing him'to the second of these posts, 
said to him “ you manage your household so well, that I 
am determined to place mine under your direction.” Favours 
thus granted, confer as much honour on the giver as the re¬ 
ceiver. 
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This sameness however, does not prevail 
throughout the whole of the province. To the 
westward of Tembleque and Madridejos it has 
some extensive vallies of a more lively ap¬ 
pearance than the plains we have described. 
Charles the Third usually visited Yevenes, a 
village twelve leagues from Aranjuez, once in 
two years, to enjoy the amusements of the 
chase. It commands a beautiful and spacious 
valley profusely embellished with olive plan¬ 
tations, and on the opposite side of which the 
old castle of Consucgra rises from the top of a 
chain of hills. The town of that name is at 
the bottom of the eminence on whi£h the castle 
stands, and has 1500 houses. It belongs to the 
grand priory of Malta, once held by the Infant 
Don Gabriel. This prince will be long re¬ 
gretted in Spain; he patronized the arts and 
loved his country; and to embellish the en¬ 
virons of Consuegra was his chief delight. 

La Mancha, so famous for its wines, and still 
more celebrated for the exploits of Don 
Quixotte, w'hose historian has displayed equal 
fidelity as a topographer, and a painter of the 
manners of this part of Spain, contains seve¬ 
ral places still more remarkable than those 
described by Cervantes. Ciudad Real is the 
capital. It was formerly the chief place of the 
ancient Santa Hermandad (the holy fraternity) 
prior to the reign of King St. Ferdinand, whose 
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object was to clear the country of the robbers 
that infested it. At present it has to boast of 
"a charitable institution, originating in the hu¬ 
manity of the last Archbishop of Toledo, and 
‘which he erected for the inhabitants of his 
diocese in La Mancha* This is a magnificent 
edifice, and in 1792 upwards of two millions of 
reals had been expended in building it. Al~ 
magro, another town with 3000 inhabitants, is 
situated in the middle of an extensive plain, 
four leagues from Santa Cruz. From the latter 
place to Almagro, we pass through an entirely 
desert country, chiefly used as pasturage. 

But to return to the route to Cadiz. On leav- 
ingAlmoradiel, we approach the SierraMorcna. 
Twenty-seven years ago, the district upon 
which we are about to enter, was the terror of 
travellers, and when passing through it, they 
generally proceeded westward to the chain of 
mountains, known by the name of the Sierra 
Morena, or Black Forest. After having passed 
the town of Visa, they ascended the Sierra Mo¬ 
rena at the risk of their lives, over one of its 
most rugged and uneven precipices, called 
Puerto del Rcy. Le Maur, a Frenchman, and 
long attached to the corps of engineers in 
Spain, was chosen by Count Florida Blanca, in 
1779, to endeavour to render practicable a 
road more frequented than any in the king¬ 
dom. In spite of the difficulties presented by 



OF SPAIN. 


77 

the ground, Le Maur constructed one of the 
finest high roads in Europe. This lie accom¬ 
plished by means of bridges and masonry with 
which he faced the declivities on the one hand, 
while on the other, he erected walls breast 
high; feeble ramparts it is true, but which en¬ 
able the traveller to roll along the brink of 
precipices without danger and without ap¬ 
prehension. Such is the nature of the road 
until we arrive at Dcupcfutpcrros, a spot where 
the rocks approach so close as to form a kind 
of arch over the heads of the passengers. At 
the bottom of the valley runs a stream, the 
waters of which were intended to feed a canal 
projected by Le Maur. A little further on, we 
find the stage of las Corredcras, a cluster of 
cottages in the midst of the mountains. 

We thence ascend without difficulty to La 
Carolina, a quite modern town, and the chief 
placs of the colonies of the Sierra Morena. 
The flourishing state into which they Avcre 
brought by Don Pablo Oiavide did not long 
continue after his disgrace. The moderate 
sums allotted for their support were not punc¬ 
tually paid. Their zeal slackened, and their ope¬ 
rations were interrupted: besides this, the mi¬ 
nisters were too hasty in exacting taxes from 
the new colonists, in order to shew the court 
that this establishment was capable in the 
course of a few years to indemnify it for the 
sums which it had advanced. So many dis- 
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couragements gave a check to agriculture, and 
even had the effect of causing several families 
to emigrate. In 1/85, however, there were 
5044 persons in this small capital and the ad¬ 
joining hamlets. The German colonists, who 
abounded at first, have mostly disappeared. 
Those who remained were gradually amalga¬ 
mated with the Spanish natives, and for these 
twelve years past there has not been a priest 
here who spoke the German language. Of late, 
however, this interesting colony, a striking 
example of what a government may effect 
when sincere in its wishes to do good, has 
again begun to justify the encouragement be¬ 
stowed upon it. The merit of such a creation 
cannot be fully appreciated but by those who 
have beheld this district in its state of depopu¬ 
lation and sterility. And yet here, as well as 
in other countries, intrigue and envy have 
partly rendered abortive, the exertions of ge- 
... nius and the wishes of benevolence. 

After leaving la Carolina, we next come to 
Guaroman a town built at the same period, and 
the inhabitants of which continue to prosper. 

We leave the Sierra Morena on descending 
to Baylen, an ancient town the territory of 
which still contains one of the fine breeds of 
Andalusian horses. 

A league beyond Baylen, we observe, on the 
left, a large inn (Venta) begun by M. Olavide, 
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but given up at the time of his disgrace, as if 
involved in the same anathema with its founder. 

We afterwards cross, by a stone bridge, the 
Ilumblar, which half a league further falls into 
the Guadalquivir. From the Casa del Key, an 
inn standing by itself in the midst of the woods, 
we begin to discern this river, which we reach 
shortly before we arrive at Anduxar. 

Jaeti, the bishop of which was several years 
grand inquisitor, and wb'.ch is the capital of 
one of the four kingdoms of Andalusia, is six 
leagues from Anduxar. At Jaen, we find va¬ 
rious Roman inscriptions, which are a proof of 
its antiquity. The country between these two 
cities is extremely fertile in seasons which are 
not too dry. 

Anduxar , is one of the richest and most an¬ 
cient cities in Spain; but the unwholesome 
situation exposes the inhabitants to diseases, 
for which th«y might find remedies at their 
feet, in the abundant and spontaneous produc¬ 
tions of the vegetable kingdom. As rich in¬ 
ternally, as on its surface, the whole territory 
of Anduxar abounds with metals, minerals, 
marbles, rock-crystal, &c. The immediate 
environs are pleasant, and bespeak the vicinity 
of a river. The Guadalquivir flows at some 
distance from the walls, and it has been long 
in contemplation to render it navigable; but 
it would previously be necessary to remove. 
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three mills which obstruct the stream through¬ 
out its whole breadth. 

A stage of three leagues and a half conducts 
us from Anduxar to A Idea del Rio, a large vil¬ 
lage upon aft eminence on the banks of the 
Guadalquivir. 

Four leagues further on, we find ElCarpio, a 
town with about 1500 inhabitants, upon the 
left bank of the Guadalquivir. Before we 
reach it we discover from the road the hand¬ 
some town of Bujalance, situated in the centre 
of an extensive plain, rich in vines, cosn, and 
olives, 

El Carpio is five leagues distant from Cor¬ 
dova ; half ofithe road passes through a country 
naked but not steril. When nearly half way we 
cross the Guadalquivir at lasVentas d'e Alcolea, 
by a bridge which is one of the finest works in 
this new road. Thence to Cordova, we have 
the Guadalquivir on our left, and the back 
of the Sierra Morena on out right. This long 
chain of wooded mountains (which we never 
Jose sight of until we enter Andalusia) affords 
some relief to the absolute nakedness of the 
country. We are however in the heart of that 
Betiqa, so celebrated by the ancients and which 
the luxwriant pencibof Fenelo'n has represented 
in such enchanting colours as the abode of feli¬ 
city and abundance. Modern Betica might be 
io still; bat, notwithstanding the most genial 
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climate and the most luxuriant productions of 
nature, it now only excites our regret, 

Cordova , on the side towards Madrid, lirts 
nothing of importance ; *but on the Cadiz side 
it forms a gently-sloping and semicircular am¬ 
phitheatre along the banks of the Guadalquivir. 

Although the native city of the two Senecas 
and of Lucan, ofiAverroes and several learned 
Arabians, and of the great general Gonzalvo 
<le Cordova, there is at present nothing re¬ 
markable here, except the cathedral, one of 
the mgst curious monuments in Europe. It 
was formerly a mosque, begun by the Moorish 
king Abderama, who from a wish to make it 
the chief temple of the Mahometans next to 
that of Mecca, displayed here an unusual de¬ 
gree of magnificence. It is 29 naves in its 
length, and 19 in breadth, supported by more 
than a thousand columns, including one hun¬ 
dred, which form the inner enclosure of the 
cupola. The eye surveys with astonishment, 
a forest of columns, perhaps unexampled in the 
world. They are q f various coloured marbles, 
or of jasper, but a little tarnished by time. 
The whole edifice, which on the outside ap¬ 
pears a massy and shapeless building, occupies 
an area of 620 feet in length, and 440 in 
breadth. Throughout part of its length ex-* 
tends a large court-yard, at the bottom of 
which there is a capacious arched cistern. ' 
von. m. o 
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The court is dismal, planted with trees, and 
particularly with orange tree. s, whose aged 
branches and tufted foliage afford an asylum 
to a multitude of birds, and cover with their 
shade several fountains which maintain a per¬ 
petual coolness around. 

After the conquest of Cordova, in 1,23d, St.- 
Ferdinand converted this mosque into a cathe¬ 
dral, and it preserved its ancient form until the 
time of Charles the Fifth.* At this and sub¬ 
sequent periods, it underwent several changes 
and received many additions. On tljie two 
sides of one of its sixteen doors are placed two 
mile-stones, dug up within the cathedral in 
1532. 

Besides this building and a collegiate church, 
Cordova has fifteen parish churches, forty con¬ 
vents, and a great number of pious foundations. 
Ought we to look elsewhere for the causes of 
its depopulation and misery r Enjoying the 
finest climate in the world, in the midst of so 
many sources of prosperity, it now scarcely 
contains thirty-five thousand souls. Once cele¬ 
brated for manufactures o t silks, linens, &c. 

M 

Cordova has ndw no qther branches,of industry 
tq boast of than “some trifling manufactures of 

* In the atlas belonging to this work will be found two 
phitis (PI. xxvr & xxvn ) of the Cathedral of Cordova, ‘the 
former repreSeMng'it as it whs in the time of the Moors, and 
t the other as it if at present. 
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ribbands, lace, bats, and baize. The adjacent 
country is extremely fertile in corn and olives, 
but in other respects it is one of the most 
naked districts in all Spain. Travellers should 
not quit Cordova,' however, without visiting 
the royal stud of horse’, which is the finest 
and best regulated in Andalusia: the stables 
contained in 1792 six hundred and twelve 
horses of all ages, among which were twenty- 
one stallions. 

The kingdom of Cordova adjoins that of 
Grenada, and in travelling from one capital 
to the other, we pass over a great part of the 
territory of Cordova. The most remarkable 
places on this road are Fernan-Nunnez, whence 
one of the late ambassadors from Spain to 
France, took his name, and where he founded 
some useful establishments; Montilla, the coun¬ 
try around which produces an excellent Avine, 
little known out of Spain, hut much esteemed 
by connoisseurs; Buena, a town containing 
1000 houses; Alcala la Real, situated on an emi¬ 
nence, and peopled Avitn 8 or 9000 inhabitants ; 
lastly Pinos de la Puente, at the «htrance of the 
magnificent plain of Grenada. 

Never Avas there a country so worthy of the 
attention of travellers, and where nature is at 
once so sublime and beautiful: here \ve find 
the most picturesque situations, high moun¬ 
tains, with their tops at all seasons covered 

& 2 
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with snow; fertile valleys, where coolness 
reigns unaltered, even by the heat of the dog- 
days ; torrents of limpid water tumbling from 
the rocks, audfertilizingthe plains withoutover- 
flowing them; here, under the united influence 
of a burning sun and natural moisture, the 
most delicious fruits of every climate are pro¬ 
duced, while plants of either hemisphere seem 
equally indigenous in this happy soil; here we 
may see the hemp of the northern regions flou¬ 
rishing under the shade of olives and cliesnuts. 

Never did I tisit this ancient citv, which re- 
tains, in all tlreir pristine beauty, the magnifi¬ 
cent monuments of the Arabs, and where every 
thing brings to recollection an active, and 
industrious people, whose expulsion was the 
chief cause of the downfal of the arts in Spain. 
But I shall supply the want of my own obser¬ 
vations by introducing those of one of my 
friends, now no mofe, (M. Peyron) in his Nou¬ 
veau Voyage cn Kspague, published in 1782. I 
shall hereinserthisdcscription slightly abridged. 

“-Grenada, (Tom. ^ p. 57,) is situated at 
the foot of'tbgi Siera Nevada; it is built upon 
two eminence, separated by the Darro.* The 
Xenil bathes its walls; both these streams ate 
formed by tbfe melting of the snows with which 
the Sierra,!sf v atways covered. Some authors 
give the epithet of illustrious and ce¬ 

lebrated,' while other^assert that it is still the 
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largest city in Spain. The plain in which it 
stands, is a terrestrial paradise. We see no¬ 
thing but enchanting scenes around us, but 
they are so much neglected, nature is left so 
completely to herself, that her admirers sigh at 
every step, lamenting he .v little the inhabitants 
have profited by the excellent opportunities 
presented them for embellishment and delight. 

“It is said that the Moors regret none of 
their misfortunes in Spain so much as the Joss 
of Grenada. They mention it every Friday, 
in their evening prayers, and beseech heaven 
to restore it to the faithful. The last Moorish 
ambassador, who was in Spain, obtained per¬ 
mission from the king to visit Grenada. He 
wept upon entering the Alhambra, (which will 
be presently described), and exclaimed: l My 
ancestors lost this delicious country very foolishly !' 

“Grenada had formerly twenty gates. A 
few of these only are now entire, but the ruins 
of all the rest still exist. 

“The Moors have more monuments at 
Grenada, than at any other place; in Spain. It 
may be observed of the prodigious quantity of 
inscriptions preserved in this city and its en¬ 
virons, and of the fine buildings, the Alhambra 
and the Generali/',* that they wished to make 

* In the atlas will be found reduced plans of the most re¬ 
markable parts of these Moorish monuments. They were 
copied froip those ordered to be engraved by the court of Spain, 
jn 1780. 
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Grenada the seat of their religion, customs, 
manners, and magnificence. There is not a 
vail in the whole city upon which are not 
engraven traces of their dominion; hut not¬ 
withstanding the abundance of these monu¬ 
ments, the history of the Moorish empire, in 
Spain, is still confused and obscure. The 
ignorance of the Spaniards, their superstition, 
and the hatred they bear to the Moors, have con¬ 
tributed much towards their obscurity. They 
have destroyed, or allowed time to destroy 
every thing bearing the character of Maho¬ 
metanism, instead of preserv ing monuments of 
antiquity, which were at the same time mo¬ 
numents of their own glory; and it may be 
added, that accident alone, and the durability 
of their materials have preserved those which 
yet remain, but which are daily decaying. We 
must do justice, however, to the civil magis¬ 
trates of Grenada. Several years ago they 
ordered faithful copies and translations to be. 
made of all the Arabic inscriptions in the city, 
and these documents ”^ere deposited among 
the public archives. 

“ I shall first describe the monuments within 
the city. That which is most highly extolled 
is the buildmg erected by Abi-Abdali, about 
the year 1 376 of our era, and''which bears 
the name of the Mint, although it seems to 
have been an hospital, if we may judge from 
the following inscription: 



‘ Praise be to God: this hospital, the asylum of 
mercy, was built for the poor sick Moors , as a work 
the piety and utility of which language cannot praise 
too much. It is intended to serve as a monument of 
the faith and charity of its founder ; and he will 
have his rnvard, when G> J shall inherit the earth, 
and all that is in it. This founder is the great, the 
renowned, the virtuous Abi - Abdallah Mahomed-, 
may God prosper this zealous king, this friend, ibis 
benefactor of his people, veho employs, his ministers 
only for the glory of the faithful and of God ; this 
courageous prince, this propagator of pious works, 
this favorite of angels, this pure soul, the protector 
of the laws and of morality; this worthy emperor of 
the Moors, may he prosper in God! He is the Son 
iof our Lord, the just, high, and mighty king , ihe 
conqueror, the fortunate, the pious governor of ti.e 
Moors,. Abi-Alguali, destroyer of those who assign 
companions to God', son vfMozar, the privileged, 
fortunate in his works, and in every thing which 
is resolved in the decrees of God for his service and 
with him. He began,.this building the instant the 
Moorish nation became Masters of, the city, and he 
thus laid up for himself a store of merits: he filled* 
up his measure Viith alms and with good works, and 
all his intentions were directed in , the presence of 
God. It is God ipho inspires goqd thoughts and who 
imparted to him the light, in order that it might be 
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communicated to those who should come after him; 
and in that day, when wealth and ancestry will be 
of no avail, and when nothing will remain to 
us but what God in his compassionate heart shall 
have given us. The commencement of the building 
of this hospital took place in the ten days of the 
middle of tjie month Moharram , in the year 777, and 
he finished his ideas in the completion of this work., 
in the ten days of the middle of Xaguel, in the year 
778. May God never destroy the ficus work of the 
founders , nor allow to go unrewarded the meritorious 
deeds of these illustrious persons. May God be al¬ 
ways with Mahomet and his adherents.' 

“This house is now inhabited by a private 
individual. In the first court we find a beau¬ 
tiful reservoir and two marble lions, coarsely 
sculptured, which eject the water that fills it. 
The pompous and prolix inscription we have 
now read is the most remarkable thing con¬ 
nected with this building. 

“The principal front of the cathedral is 
noble and simple. The dedication and the date 
of its building are placted over the small gate 
opening to the street in which the prison stands. 
Above are two well-executed figures, repre¬ 
senting Faith and Justice, with a Latin inscrip¬ 
tion not worth copying. 

“ It is said that the architect wished to 
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form his church after the model of the human 
body. The principal chapel is the head; the 
breast and stomach are represented by the 
middle nave; the two lateral naves are, with¬ 
out doubt, the arms; and the rest of the church, 
with the choir, form the fret. I confess that 
on visiting this magnilicent churchy I did not 
perceive the architect’s intention. The dome 
over the high altar is supported by twenty- 
two grand Corinthian columns. The whole 
length of the church is four hundred and 
twenty-five feet, and its breadth is only two 
hundred and forty-nine; a striking dispropor¬ 
tion, arising from the desire of including the 
chapel royal and the parish church or Sagario 
within the cathedral; being three churches 
under one roof. 

“ The palace of the chancery (Cancellaria),* 
has a front uniting elegance with majesty; 
but the interior docs not correspond. 

“ Close to the square in which this palace 
is situated, we find the gate called the Alham¬ 
bra Gate. It leads to a delightful promenade, 
formed by several winding rural alleys. Here 
we see water gushing on all sides, and preci¬ 
pitated fromthemoss-covered rocks, upon which 

* Or supreme tribunal. There are two which bear this name 
in Spain, the chancery of Grenada and the chancery oI Val’.i- 
dolid. See Vol, I. on the subject <t£ the coutts ot justke 
Spain. 
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tlie Alhambra is built; all is verdant and pic¬ 
turesque on this delicious spot. Wc arrive at 
a fountain erected in the reign of Charles 
the Fifth ; it is ornamented with imperial 
eagles, and bears this simple inscription: 

Ca^ari Imperatori Carolo V. 

Hispaniakum Hkgi. 

“ Four bas-reliefs, well executed but corroded 
by time, accompany this inscription. In a few 
years they will be obliterated; the stones used 
for them being so soft that the ravages of the 
atmosphere are daily more apparent. 

“ A few paces from the fountain is the prin¬ 
cipal entrance to the palace of the Alhambra;* 
this gate, which is now called the Guard 
Gate, in consequence of some invalids standing 
sentry at it, is a very strong tower, having 
an Arabic inscription, above which an image 
of the Virgin has been placed. 

“ The following is a translation of the in¬ 
scription : 

“ Thisgate^ called the Judgment, or Tribunal Gate, 
(may God make it fortunate as well as the Moorish 
nation, and perpetuate it to the end of time,) was 
built by our lord the emperor and king of the Moors, 


* See Plate XX. in the Atla*. 
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Juseph Abulhaggehg, son of the king , the just ‘war¬ 
rior, Abigualid, son of Nazar ; Cod grant a happy 
end to his works for the good of the Mu.stdman 
people, and may he bless the edifice erected for their 
defence! It zvas finished in the month of Maulen- 
Alntnadan, seven hundred i id forty-nine , (the 4th 
of April, 1338, of our era). May fJod render 
it stable upon its foundations, and perpetuate the era 
of its budding in the memory of men. 

“ This gate was built to serve as a tribunal, 
after the manner of the Arabians anti Hebrews, 
who held their courts of justice at tilt gates 
of their cities; and this ancient Asiatic custom 
gives the distinguishing name of the Porte 
to the court of the Grand Seignior. 

“On each side of the above inscription is 
a block of marble, upon which wc read in 
Arabic: 

“ Praise be to God! there is no God but God, 
and Mahomet is his prophet ; there is no strength 
without God.' 

“Over the inscription is a key and an ex¬ 
tended hand; these are two important symbols 
in the Musulmaii religion. The Koran fre¬ 
quently mentions the almighty hand of God, 
which leads believers into the right way; and 
of the key of God, which opens to them the 
gates of .the world and of religion. The key is 
nearly the same among the Mahometans, as 
the cross is with the Christians. 



92 


MODERJNT STATE 


“ The hand, which is seen by this key, had 
three mysterious significations among the 
Moors. In the first place, it designates Pro¬ 
vidence; secondly, it is the prototype, or ra¬ 
ther the epitome of the law, because the law 
has five fundamental precepts, as the hand has 
five fingers; and each of these precepts has as 
many modifications as each of the fingers has 
joints. Finally, the Arabs, looking upon tire 
hand as the symbol of their religion believed 
it to be a powerful defence against the enemies 
of the law, and that it could produce enchant¬ 
ments and miracles. Of this superstition we 
have an example in the principles of chiro¬ 
mancy, and to which perhaps the Spanish wo¬ 
men of modern days do homage, by giving 
their children necklaces formed of small hands, 
carved in ebony or ivory., 

‘The first object that presents itself within 
the walls of the Alhambra, is the famous palace 
of Charles the Fifth, (PI. XX. N° 1.) The 
architect who planned and who began it was 
the celebrated AlphonSo Berrugueti. This 
palace was built with the money lent by the 
Moors to Charles the Fifth, in the expectation 
of procuring liberty of conscience in religious 
matters. The artful emperor received from 
£hem l,600,OOQdgcat5 and g^ve them nothing in 
return but promises, which did not even put a 
stop to the infamous system of persecuting and 
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ransoming them upon pretence of effecting 
thtir conversion. 

“ The palace of Charles the Fifth was aban¬ 
doned at his death. It is a perfect square, 
220 feet each way; and is situated in an open 
space of great extent (PI. XX. N" 6), from 
which Ave have a view of part of the city of 
Grenada and the adjacent country. A rotun¬ 
da, formed by thirty-two columns of veined 
marble, and one hundred aud twenty feet in 
diameter, occupies the centre. The south 
front is deserving of attention. The gate, or¬ 
naments, statues and bas-reliefs are of a grayish 
marble, from the quarries of Avira, a small 
town a few leagues from Grenada. The battles 
sculptured on the pedestals, as well as the war¬ 
like trophies, are the work of the Moors ; this 
is proved by an Arabic inscription engraven 
upon some bucklers : “ God alone can conquer." 

“ Near the palace we see an old elm, which, 
if tradition is to be credited, was the throne of 
the Chief of the Mahometan religion, who 
gave his audiences, and interpreted obscure 
points in the law upon this spot. 

“ The first court of the Moorish palace, ad-, 
joining to that of Charles V, and known by 
the name of Alhambra , was called the Mesuar 
by the Moors, and is at present: named the 
court of lo? Array Janes. It is paved wijth 
large flags of white marble, but one half of them 
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arc broken and covered with grass and moss. 
In the centre is a kind of narrow basin Ex¬ 
tending nearly throughout the length of the 
court, which is a quadrangle much longer 
than it is broad. At the two extremities are 
fourslender columns of the Gothic kind, which 
support a very fine gallery. The whole cir¬ 
cumference is loaded with ornaments and ara¬ 
besques, uniting together several Arabic cha¬ 
racters which when joined form various in¬ 
scriptions. Those most frequently repeated 
are the following: 

“ God is the sovereign good, the universal sup¬ 
port ; he is full of goodness and mercy towards com¬ 
passionate hearts. 

“ God alone is a conqueror. 

Honour and happiness to our Lord Aha-Allah.'' 

“ Above the two principal cornices, we see 
several well-executed wreaths of flowers, with 
Arabic characters forming the following in¬ 
scription, which covers almost the whole of the 
wall at the entrance of the town of Comares: 

“ Let God he exalted! he has given thy nation a 
governor who has brought it to the pinnacle of its 
renown and glory. Oh, from how many and dreadful 
heresies has he delivered the people ! In his love 
he has guided them and left them to enjoy their inheri¬ 
tance ; hut those who have flout their eyes against his 
light, he ha* reduced to slavery, and has made 
subservient to the good of his kingdom. With his 
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sharp sword and invincible courage he has 
subjected nations and conquered provinces. Thou 
NAZAR hast performed exploits hitherto unheard 
of. Thou hast penetrated and taken possession of 
twenty renowned cities. Thou hast obtained not 
oidy the victory but also immense wealth with which 
thou cheeredst thy brethren and thy people. - If they 
know how la direct their prayers when their souls 
are filled with pious fervour, they will beseech the 
great, the sublime and the only God to bestow on thee 
length of days, and stability and prosperity on thy do¬ 
minions. 0 , NAZAR , although born in the midst of 
grandeur, thou shinest by thine oven lustre like a 
star in the firmament; thou art cur fortress, our 
support, and our avenging arm ; thou governest us like 
a torch, which dispels the darkness from before us ; 
the stars fear thee in their course. The great lu¬ 
minary of heaven sheds his. beams upon thee with 
awe and the loftiest tree becomes still greater by 
humbling itself before thee." , 

“Upon the gate of the same building, we see. 
the following inscription within a circle. 

“ If thou admirest my beauty without thinking of 
God, who is the author of all things, be warned by 
me that it is foily, since thou mayest turn thy admi¬ 
ration to thine advantage, and God may take away thy 
life whenever he thinks fit. All ye who contemplate 
this marble of such exquisite workmanship and bequty, 
take care of and defend it ; and in order that it may 
be stable, protect it with your five fingers and with 
your hands !” 
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“ This inscription seems to indicate that a 
statue, a basso-relievo, or some valuable marble, 
was formerly placed over this gate. 

“ The tower of Comares (Plate XX. No. 3.) 
was thus named, we are told, from the Moorish 
architect, by whom it was erected. When the 
building was finished, he took its dimensions, 
and upon measuring it again the year follow¬ 
ing, he found that it had sunk three feet. It 
is the highest, the largest, and most magnifi¬ 
cent tower in the Alhambra. 

“ The door-way of the principal hall in this 
tower is an arch in a good style, embellished with 
flowers and arabesques in stucco. They were 
blue and gold, but few vestiges of the gilding 
are now to be seen. On cither side of the door 
is a small niche, where persons on entering left 
their slippers. This hall is remarkable for the 
height and boldness of its arched ceiling, for 
the ornaments and inscriptions with which it 
is decorated, and for the magnificent prospect 
which it commands. The Darro winds around 
the foot of the edifice. From this place you 
have a view of great part of the city, of the 
beautiful verdant mountains that vise above it, 
and of the charming hill which forms its base. 
The tower of Comares is one hundred and forty- 
two feet high. 

“ The walls of the hall and the cornice are 
CQVffed with flowers and Arabic letters. On the 
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latter, the following words are several times 
repeated: 

Celestial gaiety, gladness, and eternal felicity to 
those who believe. 

“ These cornices, or borders, were undoubt¬ 
edly cast in a mould, upon which were engraved 
the words that were designed to appear; hence 
almost all the borders round the windows and 
doors exhibit a continual repetition of the same 
sentence. 

“ The inscription placed round the closet to 
the left of the entrance is to the following 
effect:, 

Remember that all the kings who have gone before 
and who exist in this palace, do justice to Abu-Nazar 
and glory in him: he is endued with such majesty, 
that were he to be placed in the firmament , he would 
eclipse the planets and the signs of the zodiac. His 
look strikes terror into the. soul of kings -, but without 
violence he draws them to him ; for, this majestic 
look.was always act mp anted with magnanimity and 
benevolence, and he protected than by his glory alone. 
He subjected not only the Arabian and y' minimum 
monarchs, but all the sovereigns of the earth. 

“ This Abu-Nazar is doubtless the celebrated 
Miramolin, who reigned in Africa, and in whose 
name the conquest of Spain was achieved. 

“ The other closet has likewise an inscrip¬ 
tion, the sense of which it is very difficult to 

VOL. Ill, H 
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“ The moulding of the principal door con¬ 
tains the following words: 

By the sun ami his splendour, by the moon which 
shares it, by the day when it appears in all its pomp, 
by the night which enshrouds its beauties , by the 
heavens and the being who created them, by the earth 
and kirn -:t ho pare it existence, by the soul and him 
by whom it was predestined, there is no God but 
God! 

‘ L On the sides of the enhance are two short 
inscriptions. That on the right runs thus: 

Aiy peace is with God ; to him l am attached ; I 
have placed myself under his guidance. 

“ On the left is the following : 

There is no true grandeur but in God, the great and 
just judge. 

“ The small niches in which the slippers were 
put, have also their maxims. 

God is our strength in tribulations. The nourish¬ 
ment which our food contains is da ived from God. 

“ Round the niches we read : 

Glory and duration to our king Sfbulgaghegh, king 
of the Moors ; may God guide his steps, and give 
lustre to his empire. 

“ And above are thrice repeated the words: 

Praise be to God! 

“ In visiting this abode of magnificence, the 
spectator is surprised at the mixture of archi¬ 
tecture and poetry which he meets with at 
every step. This palace might justly be deno- 
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urinated, a collection of fugitive pieces. I 
have a few more to transcribe, and if the sim¬ 
plicity of the carlv ages; if ideas, sometimes 
sublime, though expressed in language rather 
inflated; if maimers differing from ours and im¬ 
pressed with the seal of many ages, aie capable of 
exciting the curiosity of my readers, they will 
pardon me for entering; into the minute details 
which I have thought lit to introduce, and they 
will share tlsc regret 1 feel on account of my 
inability to clothe these flowers of the imagi¬ 
nation of a valiant and voluptuous people with 
their native grace and beauty. 

“ On the outside, of the window' to the right 
of the hall is this inscription: 

Praise be 1o God, because my be ait tv gives life io 
this palace i and with the circle which crowns me, I 
attain the height of the most lofty plants. Mv bosom 
contains spr ings of pure water ; / embellish these 
prospects , delightful of themselves', those who inha¬ 
bit me are powerful and God protects me. I have 
perpetuated the memory of the laudable actions of 
those who btlieve in God, and whom he calls to him¬ 
self. The liberal hand of vlbulghagegh adorned my 
contours. It is a moon at the pull, the resplendence 
of which dispels the darkness of the heavens , and is 
diffused at the same lime over the whole surface of 
the earth. 

“ The characters on the inside of the same 
window signify : 



MODEEtf STATE 


105 

Praise be to Gdd alone, who, with his Jive mighty 
fingers, removes every thing that can injure Juseph, 
and say with me, that God protects us from the 
effects of his wrath. Praise be to God! let thanks 
be given to him / 

“ On the other winrlmv is inscribed: 

Traise be to Cod ; my architect has raised me to 
the highest pitch of glory. / surpass the bridal 
bed in beauty , and am sufficient to affaid a just idea 
of symmetry and of con jugal love. Him who comes to 
me with complaints upon his lips, I avenge with¬ 
out delay. 1 give myself up to those who wish for 
my table ; I resemble the bow of heaven, and am 
adorned like i‘, with the colours of beauty. My 
light is Abulgaghegh, he who in the paths of the 
world, is ever watchful over the temple of God , who 
encourages the pilgrims and loads them with favours. 

“ The inside of the window is occupied with 
the following words: 

Praise be to God! Praise him who delivered 
Juseph from danger with the jive precepts, and 
may God thus deliver me from his wrath. Praise 
be to God! 

M On leaving the hall of Comar&s, you as¬ 
cend a small modern stair-case of great simpli¬ 
city: the old one, which corresponded with 
the beauty of the place, has been destroyed. 
You pass through a gallery part of which is en¬ 
close d with an iron grating. This kind of cage 
is tailed the queen'sprison. Here, according to 
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report, was confined the wife of the last king 
of Grenada. The Gomels and the Zegris, men 
of distinguished rank at court, falsely aspersed 
her virtue, and caused a great number of the 
Abencerrages, another powerful family in the 
kingdom of Grenada, of whom they were jea¬ 
lous, to be put to death. We are still shewn in 
the Alhambra, the hall of the court of lions, 
where thirty-fire of them had already been be¬ 
headed, when a party being formed against 
their persecutors, and against the king himself, 
saved the rest of the family. The queen, on 
whom a cruel death was about to be inflicted, 
was delivered by the victory gained over her 
accusers by some Christian knights, who un¬ 
dertook' her vindication. The end of the 
Moorish monarchy in Spain very soon followed 
this conflict, the Abencerrages having, it is 
said, facilitated the conquest of Grenada by 
Ferdinand the Catholic. 

“ But to return to the queen’s prison. The 
railing and the corridor have a modern appear¬ 
ance, in comparison of the rest of the palace. 
This gallery conducts to four apartments, built 
during the reign of Charles V. on a ground¬ 
work of Moorish construction. (Plate XX. 
No. 4.) Here are to be seen incessant repeti¬ 
tions of the following initials:—I. C. K. V. II. 
It. A. P. F. I. which signify: Imperator C<emr, 
Karolus V. llispaniarum Ilex Augustus, Pius, 
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Fdiv, Invictus. The ceilings of these apart¬ 
ments are adorned with inlaid work. The 
finest specimen is tnat of the Jr nit-room, as it is 
called, where in scveraloctagonal compartments 
fruits of every kind are painted with inimitable 
freshness of colour. 

“ From these apartments, now empty, you 
proceed to the superb Belvedere, denominated 
the queen's dressing room. It is a closet six feet 
square, with a window on each side, surrounded 
with a balcony three feet broad, the roof of 
which is supported at intervals by columns of 
white marble. In one of the corners of this 
closet is a large square of marble, perforated 
with several holes, through which ran the fra¬ 
grant essences and perfumes used by the Sul¬ 
tana. From the inscriptions which decorate 
this charming spot, some authors have main¬ 
tained that it was the oratory of the-palace, 
and a circumstance which seems to give weight 
to this opinion was, that the principal window 
fronted the east. The inscription upon the 
cornice which runs round it is as follows: 

In the name of God, who is merciful! God he 
•with our prophet Mahomet! Health and happiness 
to his friends ! God is the light of heaven and of 
the earth, and his resplendence is like himself. It 
is a luminary with many branches and many lights, 
but producing only one general refulgence. It is the 
lamp of lamps, a brilliant constellation nourished with 
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eternal oil. It is neither western nor eastern ; once 
illumined , it diffuses Tiff it for ever , without being 
touched , and with this If lit God guides those whom 
he loves :; and he gives proverbs to nations. 

“ In the court of Los Array Janes, is a vaulted 
lull, distinguished !>y the appellation of the 
ball of secrecy. It is constructed with great 
art. The quarter of a circle formed from the 
floor to the centre of the vault is about sixteen 
feet high. This hall, of an octagonal form, is 
built in such a manner, that a person placed at 
one of the angles, hears distinctly what is said 
even in a whisper, not only at the opposite 
angle, but even at any of the others to which 
lie holds his car. It is, however, to he feared, 
that this hall which is very damp, will, in a few 
years, he no longer in existence. (This was 
written in 17/8.) 

“ The court most worthy of notice in the 
Alhambra, is that called the Linus' C'dirt.* It 
is paved with white marble, and adorned with 
sixty elegant columns, of an order of architec¬ 
ture totally different from all the orders that 
we are acquainted with, and which might be 
termed the Arabic order. At the two ends are 
two charming cupolas in Mosaic, painted with 
gold and blue, terminating in lanterns, and 
wrought in the same manner as the needles 
which decorate the fronts of Notre Dame at 


* Sec Plate XXI. of tbe Atlas. 
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Paris, the cathedral of Rheims, and Westmin¬ 
ster Abbey ; but the ornaments of these cupolas 
were much more delicate and highly finished; 
and the brilliancy of the colours with which 
they were covered could not fail to add con¬ 
siderably to the beauty of their appearance. 
At the extremity of the court there is a kind 
of vault, or ceiling, where are preserved the 
portraits of some of the Moorish monarchs. 
The Cicerone does not forget to inform you that 
these paintings represent the history of the 
king Chico, who imprisoned his queen, ac¬ 
cused of adultery. Close to it there is seen a 
cross painted on the wall: it marks the spot 
in which the first mass was celebrated after the 
conquest of Grenada by king Ferdinand the 
Catholic. 

“ This magnificent co«rt is surrounded with 
basins of white marble, which form a kind of 
cascade, adorned with fountains; but its prin¬ 
cipal monument, that from which it derived 
its name, is an alabaster howl, about six feet in 
diameter, supported by lions.* It was made, 
we are told, after the model of the brazen sea 
which Solomon placed in his temple. It is of 
a single piece, adorned with arabesques and 
an inscription; but it is impossible to behold 
without regret so beautiful a piece of work- 

* See Atlas, Plate XXII. 
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manship abandoned to the ravages of time and 
filth. The inscription consisting of twenty* 
four Arabic verses is to the following effect: 

O thou u ho bchidest these lions fixed in their 
places, consider that they want nothing but life to he 
perfcl: and thou who mhcritest the kingdom and 
this palace, receive them from the hands of the 
nobis Kit bout making use of violence. May Cod 
preserve thee for the sake of the new work which 
thou hast performed in order to end>ellish me, and 
may thine enemy never revenge himself on thee. May 
the happiest praises dwelt upon the lips which .bless 
thee, 0 Mahomed our king, for thy soul is adorned 
with the most amiable virtues. God forbid that any 
thing in the world should surpass or equal t. is charm¬ 
ing performance, tie image of thine excellent qualities: 
but it is thou that embellishest it ; it is limpid ■water 
that glistens in my bosom,> and that bubbles up like 
molten silver. The whiteness of the stone, and that 
of the water which it contains are equal Examine 
attentively this bowl, if thou wishest to distinguish 
the water-, for it wdl appear at first sight, that both 
are liquid, or that both are solid. As a captive of 
love, whose face is bathed with the tears extorted 
by the envious, so the water appears jealous of the 
stone which holds it, and the bowl, in its turn seems 
to envy the crystal water ; but nothing can be com¬ 
pared with that which issues from my bosom, and is 
projected bubbling into the air by the generous hand 
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<• The nulls of this court ere covered with 
moulded ili'tire.-, mill short inscriptions very 
often repented, which way he called the creed 
of Mahometans, such as : There, is no conqueror 
hut God —/ place mi/ trust in God — Praise, he to 
God for the. welfare of the faithful, Ac. 

“The Lions' Court leads into three halls; 
the two principal arc called Las dvs ITermanos, 
or tlie Two Sisters, and the hall of the Aben- 
cerrages. The first has received this appella¬ 
tion from two pieces of white marble, above 
two’yards long, which form part of the floor. 
The roof is of the same kind of workmanship, 
and we might almost say, of the same order of 
architecture, as the little cupolas in the court. 

It grows smaller by degrees, till it terminates 
in a point, and is covered with delicate work, 
■which must have required not less patience 
than skill. On the cornice of the north wall is 
tins inscription : A long reign ; the favour and 
assistance of God he with nnj master ; there is no 
conqueror but God. 

“ At the entrance of the hall is a short in¬ 
scription to this effect: 

Yonder garden gives thee life. The harmony 
which resounds in its thickets conspires with the per- 
fqnies of the flowers to enchant thy soul. And thou. 
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Charming vase, which embellishes t it, thou shall be 
compared wi'h a king adorned with crowns and 
chains of gold. 

“ This inscription is a eulogy on the garden 
called Liudaraxa, which is overlooked from the 
windows of the had ; hut it has lost its charms 
from the little care bestowed on it, though it 
is still adorned by its handsome fountain. 

“ In two circles to the right, of the entrance 
of the same ha!! is the following inscription, 
which in my opinion is not remarkable either 
for elegance or poetic ideas: 

1 am an abode of pleasure, a compound of all pos¬ 
sible charms ; pleasure and the graces have made me 
their storehouse. No work can vie with me in beauty. 
A single look is sufficient to give a notion of my de¬ 
lights. A tranquil heart cannot find coolness more 
delicious than mine. I contain an exquisite alcove, 
the design and principles of which are pure. 1 he 
sign of the twins may afford an idea of the perfect 
symmetry of my workmanship. The moon in the fir - 
moment likewise imparls to me considerable lustre; 
'its by means of her that the fair females belong to me. 
If the orb of day were to stand still in his course, to 
contemplate my charms, you ought not to be surprized 
at it. Simple apartment that I am, every thing that 
is beautiful may receive new attractions from me, 
and he who considers me may do it without fatigue-, 
for I exhibit to him a scat of pleasure. / am like¬ 
wise adorned with white pillars of great value, the 
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beholds is might saj that /sgh/ anJ§£o/our are fat 
one and She same. 

“ This window was in all probability com¬ 
posed of painted glass, which no longer exists. 

“ The hall of the Abencerrages received its 
n|me on occasion of the punishment inflicted 
on that unfortunate family. The eyes of the 
vulgar can still perceive in the basin of alabas¬ 
ter, which is in the midst of this apartment, 
traces of the blood of those brave men, whom 
they consider as the martyrs of envy. Some 
even assert, that when dying, they were con¬ 
verted to the Christian faith. I have exa¬ 
mined with care this vase of alabaster, and 
could find on it no other spots than those of 
time. For the rest this hail is truly superb on 
account of the beauty of its dome and the ex¬ 
quisite finish of the ornaments with which it is 
embellished. 

“ The inscriptions which coyer its walls, con¬ 
sist merely of short sentences, or of some of the 
eulogies which have been already transcribed. 

“The door which you see in this hall, and 
which is kept fastened, communicates with the 
habitation of the curate of the Alhambra. He 
lives in a kind of fortress, where we are told, 
the most extraordinary things are to be seen. 
Sometimes j|g»aritions assemble by night, and 
open the b$f1n one of the apartments adjoin¬ 
ing to the fyall of the Abencerrages; at others 
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a long procession of Franciscan friars, wkh 
tapers in their hands, salute the curate lying 
on a mattress in the midst of an apartment, 
and jump one after another over his bed. 
From time to time also, deep groans and con¬ 
fused screams are heard in the Lions' Court. 
These proceed from the Abcncerrnges, whose 
spirits walk, and complain of the unjust fate 
to which they were doomed. Other parts of 
the Alhambra are the theatre of other prodi¬ 
gies, not less surprising. Near the ramparts 
of this palace is a large round tower, where 
the Moorish monarchs are said, to have for a 
long time deposited their treasures. It is se¬ 
ven stories high; the lowest is considerably 
under ground, but no person could ever get 
below the fourth. Here is heard the din of 
arms, and here too, if you look sharp, you may 
even perceive a company of Moorish soldiers, 
ready to massacre all who have the temerity to 
attack them. They are stationed here to guard 
prodigious treasures, and they have two or 
three terrific monsters to assist them in this 
duty. The most formidable of these monsters 
is a horse without a head. They have been 
seen by several persons now living (in 1778); 
and there is even a soldier who has conversed 
with them. 

“ The inhabitants of the Alhambra dream of 
nothing but gold and silver. .If they happen 

VOL. III. i 
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to £nd a piece of musty parchment with Arabic 
letters upon it, they think their fortune made 
at once. . 

, fvThc other hall; which likewise looks into 
the [.ions’ Court, is now totally neglected and 
full of rubbish and filth. After the conquest 
it was used for thirty years as a church. You 
here find a repetition of the same sentences 
which I have frequently quoted. Ou its walls 
arg also to be seen more modern inscriptions, 
far inferior in merit to those of the Arabs. 

“ You are conducted to the bathing-room 
by a dark, winding corridor, perfectly Adapted 
to the coolness and the seclusion which it 
requires. The basins are of white marble, and 
covered with vaulted roofs of stone perforated 
at intervals with holes, forming the figures of 
stars, flowers, or crescents, which admit.a soft 
and skilfully managed light into this voluptu¬ 
ous retreat, This apartment is in good pre¬ 
servation, but no more attention is there paid 
to cleanliness than in the rest of the palace. 
•Here are still to be seen stoves, beds, or at 
least what they were laid upon, and boxes for 
the musicians. 

“ The closet belonging to the baths is adorn¬ 
ed with a cqpsjpon-place inscription; but which, 
from an allwilbn to the history of Mahomet de¬ 
serves to Rerecorded here. It is repeated on, 
the four Walls, and is as follows: 
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<c jf/i? who'places his trust in God will he successful 
in his undertakings. Created beings have neither 
strength nor breath, hut what they receive from God, 
the most high and mighty, who covered the just with 
verdure* 

“ From the baths you proceed aldng a gallery 
which conducts to the hall of nymphs. This 
appellation it has received from two statues'of 
females as large as life, and executed with 
great skill ul truth in white marble. The 
kind of cellar in which they are preserved, like¬ 
wise contains several capacious urns, in which 
the Moorish monarchs' formerly deposited 
their treasures. The archbishop of Grenada, 
apprehensive lest the sight of such beautiful 
statues should prove dangerous to his diocesans, 
has removed them from public view, and even, 
taken away the key of the place in which they 
are kept. It is not agreed to what artist these 
master-pieces ought to be ascribed, but it 
would appear that they arc the work of an 
Arabian statuary. 

“ Before we quit the Alhambra, let us say a 


* This alludes.to the most extravagant of the. miracles 
which the followers of Mahomet SsOribe to their prophet; who, 
having uirgent occasion to satisfy the grossest of wants, and 
happening to be in the midst pi a bare jielci, summoned the 
trees arpund him to meet,. amhintenpinglp. thf^ir tojiagy,, ti}$t, 
thus skreened from view, he might with dccencT pay his tribute 
to nature. 
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few words concerning some other ^monuments 
which have been destroyed, but the memory 
of which has been preserved by tradition. The 
convent of Franciscans, (Plate XX. No. 17) 
which stands near the palace of Charles V. is 
erected upon Moorish ruins. It was built when 
Philip V and queen Isabella, his consort, vi¬ 
sited Grenada. The monks, without the least 
respect for these ancient marbles which attested 
the magnificence of the Moorish monarchs, 
mixed them with the other materials employed 
for the purpose of transforming a voluptuous 
palace into an asylum of gloomy fanddeism. 
Among the inscriptions which were buried or 
mutilated, the two following are worthy of be¬ 
ing preserved:— 

God be with my king Abulgagegh and with thee 
Juseph, my king, my protector and my master: share 
the admiration and the praises, which the beauty, 
the elegance, and the finished execution of my work 
command. In times past, T served as a place of 
pleasure for thy noble ancestors ; shall I he • less 
agreeable in thy sight ? My fame and my charms 
are heightened j they have embellished me with new 
inventions. Thou hast removed fear from me, thou 
hast made a rampart which protects ine j thy glory 
continues to increase time engraves thy exploits still 
deeper than ever, Thou art called, the triumphant 
monarch ; kings and mighty men strive to please thee; 
every one places hirnself under the shelter of thy pros- 
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ferity, and / -more than all the rest. I smile at the 
plans which thou formes t for my embellishment, be- 
caitse 1 become, a witness of thy magnificence: thou, 
Juseph , knewest how to embellish me. The riches of 
thine imagination were poured forth upon me ; thou 
hast ’made me the subject of the praises of all. Thy 
clemency and thy bounty.constitute my glory ; from my 
fountain issues a pure and salubrious stream it seems 
to fly into the air, and its murmur is a sweet arid 
tender melody, its fall is a way of paying thee ho¬ 
mage-, the tremblings to which lam subject are marks 
of respect ; they .express my fear, but it is not accom- 
panie^with the wish to avoid thee. Juseph is my 
support, he is my defender: in all that I say in my 
praise , reason is my guide. I delight all those who 
behold me, and the sight of me is a reward. 0 gene¬ 
ration of nobles, bestow on me your admiration! And 
ye, brave and valiant heroes, be not less zealous to 
sound forth my praise while your eyes a r e fixed upon 
my beauties. , Let my praise be sublime, because all 
that I contain is sublime. 0 Juseph, my lord, and 
my king, living image of the prophet, thou hast ac¬ 
complished thy promises to me, and thou hast shewn 
me all thine affection. 

“ The second is to this effect: 

Abode of delight, I am phased with the places 
which resemble me\ they would excite my envy, if 
they were as perfect as myself. Consider this reser¬ 
voir which embellishes me, and thou will find it more 
brilliant than the polished and burnished blade of 
steel. To my beauty are added the favours of Juseph ; 
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his affection diffuses around me that pure' and deli¬ 
cious air which thou inhalest. ■ This basin resembles 
a handsome cup finished by the hand of art, and from 
which the tips of beauty sip the liquid that gives them 
freshness and charms ; but the water rushes upwards, 
it spreads in undulating sheets ; the glistening drops 
commingle and conceal a mysterious heart, whichiton- 
tains set ret wonders ; and thou, Juseph, the purifier 
of-the sect and of the faith of the believers, the sub¬ 
lime point in which all kinds of glory are concentrated ; 
thou who livest like the best of kings, as the setting 
sim, which plunges below the horizon and reasccnds 
into the heavens with renovated splendour, ifp thy 
name, which was declining, has resumed its lustre in 
this garden. All the nations have come to admire my 
pomp ; it shall last to eternity. 0 Juseph! O my 
waiter P thou art the file of the law, and the refuge 
of those who practise it! '1 hou art a fertile meadow, 
which from its abundant juices, gives nourishment and 
Ife to die plants and to the flowers. Thou art a tuft 
of aromatic herbs ; thou impartest the enjoyment of 
happiness and life. 

“ ihe Arabs never neglected an Opportunity 
of paying a compliment to water; almost all the 
apartments of the* Alhambra are provided with 
basins and cascades, so that in summer it must 
have been a-delightful retreat. Water, on ac¬ 
count of itaf^lg&rness and purify, is always ta¬ 
ken in die as ^n emblem of a docile and 

sincere heart. 
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“The churchaof the Franciscans was for-, 
inerly a mosque.. This is demonstrated by a 
marble tabled which was placed againt the 
walls of the ancient convent and contained the 
following lines in Arabic: 

Say, there, is tie,God hut God ; let the words 
he ♦ thy lips, as well as in jlry* heart. God, in 
thy favour and at the intercession of his prophet, re¬ 
duced the number ; * diminish it not ; pardon is at 
the place of prayer. 

•“ The way from the Alhambra to tire Gene-- 
ralif is by a very low gate, which favoured the 
flight*pf Abdali when Grenada was taken by 
Ferdinand the Catholic. 

“ The signification of the Arabic term, Ge- 
neralif ’ is* we are told, the house of love, of 
dancing, of pleasure. It was built by Omar, a 
prince who was so fond of music, that he retired 
to this palace, that he might abandon-himself 
entirely to this his ruling passion. , 

“ The situation of the Gene ralif is the most 
agreeable and picturesque of any in. the envi¬ 
rons qf Grenada. It stands upon a mountain of 
considerable height. < Numberless springs there 
pour forth their currents, and form charming: 

* This is explained by one of the passages,in the nocturnal 
journey, in which Mabo/net relates, that God would have en¬ 
joined the true believers to pray one hundred times a day, but 
that, by his remonstrances, he prevailed tljidn him to reduce the 
number to four. 



MODERN STATE 


cascades in the courts, the gardem, and the 

apartments of this ancient palace.' These gar¬ 
dens are kid out in the manner df an am¬ 
phitheatre, and many of their trees , venerable 
for their age, now afford that shafle to Chris¬ 
tians which they formerly did to the Moors. I 
seated myself at • the foot of two cypi^pfes, 
whose furrowed bark, whose grey colour, and 
whose great height, attest their antiquity. 
They are still called the cypresses of the Sul¬ 
tana Queen; and it is asserted, that beneath 
these trees the perfidious Gomel attainted the 
virtue’ of that princess and of the Abencerra- 
ges. They are said to be near four hundred 
ye^rs old. 

“ General if is a place highly favoured by na¬ 
ture. - If a* countryman of Sterne and Kicharcl- 
son were the proprietor of it, it would proba¬ 
bly surpass all that the fertile imaginations 
of novel writers have ever conceived. Its 
present possessors' have no relish for its beau¬ 
ties. Who can behold without regret, palaces 
coldly symmetrical, bordering the superb and 
natunalterraces of these enchanted gardens; anti 
this beautiful spot, once the abode of Asiatic 
voluptuousness? overrun with- reeds and creep¬ 
ing plants* likas the grounds of a Capuchin, con* 
vent. Thepiirity of the air of ,thc Generalif, 
the Moorish Architecture, and simple style of its 
buildings ; the limpidity and abuudancc of its 
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waters; led we back In imagination to the time 
when Grehada was one of the most flourishing 
cities in the Wofki. It is now dreary and de¬ 
serted. A change of masters, manners, and go¬ 
vernment, Ifas effaced its former glory. 

“JLet us enter the palace, and examine what 
ye^Psmains of this edifice. The corridor lead¬ 
ing to the apartments presents the following in¬ 
scription : 

May God be my help against that tempter the devil. 
God is gt eat, wise, poxveifnl, and just; he will tor¬ 
ment those who multiply God, and who make him ug¬ 
ly ; he will cast them into the abyss where they must 
dwell for ever. Believe in Cod arul his prophet', he 
is sent that ye might praise hint, and that ye might 
honour him night and day. Sing his praises: to 
whomsoever salutes you, return the salutation and 
in the name of God, touch your beard, and let it be 
done with affection. If any one would disturb your 
tranquillity ,, may his own be disturbed: and whoever 
adds to the duties which God prescribes, shall receive 
for it a great rewards > 


“ In the first apartment, are two inscriptions 
upon the window. That on the right is os fol¬ 
lows : 

Israel is the elder, the great, the highly favoured. 
God gave him glory and an establishment. If thok 
contributest to his greatness, thou shalt bt honoured 
like the kings viho are descended from him. He give th 
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life to those wkb are athirst ; he uniteth anil uphold- 
eih the faithful, 

“ The other inscription is more elegant. 

The window which is at the entrance of this happy 
palace , is designed to con tribute to the pleasutes of 
the noble. 7 he charming view which it presents, de¬ 
lights the eye and elevates the soul. Give thdKk,to 
God ; and this fountain which you beholdepleases the 
eyes of its king , and seems to receive additional beauty 
from his looks. 

“On leaving Ibis ball,.yop'find yourself be¬ 
neath the arcades which run all round thp court, 
called the court of the |x>n$l. They are adorned 
with an inscription, which is one of the best of 
its kind. 

Charming palace ! thou appearest with great ma¬ 
jesty ; thy splendour equals Uy extent, and thy light 
if diffused on all around thee. Thou art worthy of 
all praise; for thy embellishments have something di¬ 
vine. Thy garden^ is decorated with flowers, which 
rest upon their stems, and emit, tfe sweetest perfumes r 
a breeze shakes the -orange tree, and wafts far around 
the delicious fragrance of its blossoms. , I hear volup¬ 
tuous, music intermingled with the rustling of the 
leaves of -thy groves; all is harmony $ -all about me 
is covered ppjth verdure and with flowers. Almlgali, 
thou best of kings; protector of the faithful and of the 
law, thou artjhe object of my esteem. May God pre¬ 
serve thee, jgttd confirm thy noble hopes: thou c/msp 



-'OF SFAIHV 


123 


ptoe> fostrerto the -meantit works, litis apartment, 
which'is dedicated to thee, possesses such'a degree of 
perfectiM'md solidity, that it may compare its dura - 
tioA witir thatwf the sect itself i it is a triumph y a 
prodigy of arts' . ' 

•'‘/■The Moors had an University and a cade* 
ir.ieiptt ■Grenada. There were among them ex¬ 
cellent physicians, ’ famous astrologers; cele¬ 
brated botanists,- and mathematicians ; some 
good painters and skilful statuaries; but the" 
science in which the Arab* had made the great¬ 
est progress, was theology.” ■ ■ 

This long 1 extract from the Recent Travels in 
Spain, by M-. Peyton, leaves little to be added 
respecting the kingdom of Grenada, and its re¬ 
nowned capital in particular. We think it 5 will 
not prove uninteresting; accompanied with tile 
plates which will afTml some idea of the most- 
carious relics of Moorish magnificence still ex¬ 
isting in that city and its vicrnify. By Causing 
engravings'of these precious monuments to be 
executed,* the Spanish government has ren* 
dered an -important service to literature and 
the arts. It is to be hoped that it will not con¬ 
fine itself to this first specimen of the curiosi¬ 
ties, of iSpain. T tratv kingd am e xh i sm onu - 
raents of every kind : 1 it contains vestiges still 

* Plate XIX of die atlas represents the frontispiece of the 
Sparifsh work. If (exhibits the entrance of the* Alhaidbra; with 
tiie modern repairs. 
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pCrCeptiblC* of its Carthaginian Conquerors; 
masterpieces* of gothic architecture; Roman 
antiquities ; M ‘ monuments of Moorish tnagnifi- 
ceiitte, scarcely injured by the hand of time ; and 
picturesque situations, in the midst of rocks, 
grouped ih the most singular manner. On live 
Summits of the hoary mountains, in the^by- 
rinths of the valleys, on'the banks of the- tw- 
fretrta of the kingdom of Grenada, on the shores 
of the ocean and of the Mediterranean, in the 
gardens and the environs of St. Ildefnnso, in 
the interior of the Escdrial and aioitlld that 
gloorhy palace, in the charming dale of Aran- 
juez, in a thousand places* Spain awaits the peti- 

* The ahb£ Potis, in his W6rk entitled flogc de Ftpava, in 
17 volumes, the lastot which appeared in 1792, and which 
death prevented him from bringing to a conclusion, has, it is 
true, already taken it step towards the ac- Tiiplishment of the 
wish that we have here expressed. Among the numerous en¬ 
gravings which accompany"his work, vvd find representation's of 
tnost of the Roman monuments in Spain j as the aqueduct of 
Segovia, tint amphitheatre of Saguotam, the bridges of Alcan¬ 
tara and,of Merida, the remains of a. Roman te#iple at Talavcra, 
those of a building icputed to be Roman, at Barcelona, &c. 
But the Viagc de Eiparia, is not we believe translated into any 
other language j its details arc perhaps too minute to interest 
hi their original fori* any other thah Spanish readers j besides 
which, the engravings which it contains are so diminutive, as to 
be unworthy of the monuments which they delineate. These 
Roman antiquities certainly deserve to be exhibited on a larger 
•cot; and more carefully executed, to the euriosity of the literati 
artists. 
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oil of the artist. We ,have Picturesque Tours 
of Greece, oj Italy, of Sicily. They excite in 
the amateurs of the arts, in the lovers of anti¬ 
quity, a wish that another might be added to 
the number. It is in the power of Charles IV. 
to shed lustre over his reign, by accomplishing 
this£vish of enlightened Europe. He would 
then ha\e no reason to envy the monarch who 
has left him so great an example, by recovering 
from the bosom of the earth and restoring to 
the living the treasures of Herqulaneum*' 

From this digression, into which I have bppp 
led by the kingdom of Grenada, let us return 
to the route to Cadiz. 

From Cordova to Ecija is a distance of ten 
leagues, along a road which stood in greatmeed 
of the repairs that it has recently received. 
The country itself has been peopled within the 
last thirty years by new colonists, whose habi¬ 
tations are scattered by the side of the road. 

After changing horses at the new detached 
•oenta of Mango Negro, you proceed to Car- 
lotta, a prmy village, built for the satne^purpose 
and nearly at the same time as Carolina. It Is 
the chief settlement of the new colonists of An¬ 
dalusia. Both these establishments are under 
» the jurisdiction of one governor. La Carlotta, 
the principal place of the second colbny* had 
only sixty inhabitants in 1791; but the district 
contained six hundred. 
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•; Luisiana; another colony beyond Eeija, bad 
no more than two hundred and’forty. " Las*ly, 
a little further on, Fttente Palmera, another 
chief- place of these new establishments,- com- 
prchendeii in its district three hundred and fifty 
habitations. 

. These colonies, the creation of Immanit^ar.d 
wisdom, present a spectacle highly gratify mg; to 
the philanthropist. We cannot but he surprised, 
however, at the slowness of their progress. Can 
it proceed from some radical vil e; from 1 that 
want of energy and perseverance,, without 
which nothing but imperfect results -1 ®!® .pro¬ 
duced ; or is it solely owing to the repugnance 
of the Spaniards to leave their native place, and 
their aversion to changes, even though for the 
•better ? Why have not a.greater number of cm 
lonists been.induced, by the hope of bettering 
their condition, to repair from.other and lpore 
populous province*.©f Spain, and even from fo¬ 
reign countries, and, to settle with eagerness 
op a soil so fertile,as.that, especially n the vici¬ 
nity of Eeija? We are assured, thatrcoEn there 
yields a forty-fold return- and that the.,kitchen 
gardens, which occupy in great numbers the 
banks of tltf Xenil, produce three or four crops 
a year, 

Eeija iausituatetl between Carlotta and'Luisi¬ 
ana, It i* a pretty large place, and one of the 
piost plcasant in Andalusia. Many of,the houses, 
anil even seme of its churches, are painted 
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on the outside,tin a truly ridiculous manner. It 
contains about six thousand hearths. Frag¬ 
ments of marble columns, trunks of st&tues, 
stones covered with inscriptions, attest itSah- 
cient splendor. Its situation between two hills 
on the west bank of the Xenil, which traverses 
a prodigious plain on. its way to Grenada, ren¬ 
ders k subject to intense heat and frequent 
inundations. This town and its 1 territory pos¬ 
sess all the principles of prosperity. Planta¬ 
tions of olive trees, fert ile corn- fields, vineyards 
and extensive meadows, supply their inhabitants 
with abundance. But they are almost utter 
strangers to that industry by which they were' 
formerly distinguished. At the entrance of the 
town the traveller.may, by the wnyy remark, but 
cannot admire, on the one hand the venerated 
image of St. Paul, the'patron of the town, and 
on the other the statues of Charles!FT. Charles 
IV. bis;qttaen,iai«l the rnfj»tftl>o«''*L6ais. 

From Ecljawiay'be secrifhe town of Estipa, 
situated aHthtf d'istance'of fite lfeagties, on a hill, 
front the* top of which you have a view of a 
prodigious and-very fertile plain, dovered with 
plantations of olive trees. ’ ' • 

Threeleagues beyond Ecija you eorne to Lui- 
siana, a new colony, the houses of which began 
some* years since to fall to ruin. The traveller 
meets with tire sam e painful spectacle A'-league 
further oh, set the last place belonging toitlffs® 
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celebrated colonies of the Sierra Morena. They 
begin on the other side of the mountains at La 
Concepcion de Almuradiel, and comprise in the 
whole a space of more than forty leagues. 

The road which passes through them, and 
which has been so long wanted, is at length 
nearly completed. In order to render it fit 
for travelling in every season, it has been ne¬ 
cessary to build about four hundred bridges, 
great and small, across the rivers, smaller 
streams, and quagmires, which rain rendered 
impassable. 

On leaving Luisiana, you perceive on the top 
of a naked hill some of the houses of the town 
of Carmona, which command a view of vast 
plains covered with olive trees, and producing 
in particular abundance of wheat of the best 
quality. The town itself is pleasant and lively"; 
but good taste cannot forgive its principal stee¬ 
ple; a modern gewgaw, awkwardly copied from 
that of Seville, and overloaded with ridiculous 
ornaments of different colours. 

The gate of Carmona is a monument of the 
solidity of the works of the Romans. It ap¬ 
pears to be of the time of Trajan, and it has 
been in some places absurdly retouched in the 
modern style. 

The distance from Carmona to Seville is six 
leagues. The road conducts through vine¬ 
yards, olive grounds, and rows of flourishing 
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aloes, which serve both for a fence and an or¬ 
nament to the fields. Would the reader be¬ 
lieve that this beautiful country is altfftist a 
desert ? 

The high road from Madrid to Cadiz does 
not lead, as formerly, through Seville, but 
through the village of Alcala, two leagues 
higher up on the banks of the Guadalquivir. 
W ho would not turn out of his way to see that 
famous city, the second in the kingdom, of 
which the Andalusians, the Gascons of Spain, 
have long said : 

Quinn no Jra visto Sevilla 
No ba visto maravilla.* 

This circuit is not unpleasant, the inhabi¬ 
tants of Seville having resolved to construct 
an excellent road from that city to the high 
road. 


* Whoever has not* cu Seville, has seen nothing wonderful. 


vol. nr. 


K 



130 


MODERN STATE 


CHAP. V r . 


Seville—Xeres—Jr cos—Approach e; io Cadiz. 

The situation of Seville is admirable, its cli¬ 
mate delicious, and the surrounding country 
fertile. Hut how little do these people avail 
themselves of such important advantages! 
How different, at least, is this city from what 
it formerly was ! Cotemporary historians in¬ 
form us, that, when it was taken by St. Ferdi¬ 
nand, three'hundred thousand Moors came out 
of it, exclusive of those who had perished 
during a siege of sixteen months, and such as 
chose to remain. If we may believe the com¬ 
plaints addressed by its manufacturers to the 
government, in 1700, Seville had contained six¬ 
teen thousand silk looms of all sizes, and one 
hundred and thirty thousand persons had been 
employed there in the silk manufactures alone. 
A few years since there were no more than 2318 
looms. With respect to its present population, 
it was found but too necessary and too easy to 
ascertain it during the dreadful calamity which, 
in the year 1800 in particular, desolated this 
city, as well as the greatest part of the south of 
Spain. 
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The enumeration of the inhabitants of Seville, 
taken on this fatal occasion, gave for thp inte¬ 
rior of the city 60,0318, and 20,03.50 for the se¬ 
ven quarters situated without the walls; ma¬ 
king a total of 80,568. Of these 76,488 were 
attacked by the contagion, which carried off 
14,6^5 persons, between the 28th of August 
and the 30th of November. This scourge re¬ 
newed its ravages in the beginning of the au¬ 
tumn of 1801, and spread over all Andalusia, 
but at Seville it proved much less destructive 
than the procodimr year. 

Few cities contain so many public edifices de¬ 
voted to the purposes cf religion, of charity, or 
of the administration, as Seville. It compre¬ 
hends twenty five parish churches, and five cha¬ 
pels of ease, a commaudery of St. John d’Acre, 
exempt from the episcopal jurisdiction, thirty- 
one convents for men, twenty-nine nunneries, 
three congregations of canons regular, three 
religious communities known in Spain by the 
appellation of Beater’m, two seminaries, eight 
hospitals, and two houses of correction. 

The archbishopric of Seville, one of the rich¬ 
est prelacies in Christendom, is held, in con¬ 
junction with that of Toledo, which is still 
richer, by the son of the infant Don Louis, who 
goes by the name of the Count de Chrnchon, 
and who has likewise been invested with the 
Homan purple. By thus loading him with 

K 2 
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wealth and honours, the government has placed" 
him in a situation worthy of his birth, and pre¬ 
vented those difficulties, which, at some future 
period, might have arisen, had he not embraced 
the ecclesiastical profession. 

The cathedral of Seville is one of the most re¬ 
markable religious edifices in all Spain. It con¬ 
tains a great number of statues, many of which 
are not destitute of merit; tombs more or less su¬ 
perbly decorated, and spacious chapels surcharg¬ 
ed with ornaments. In that in which are placed 
the baptismal fonts, are exhibited two admira¬ 
ble pieces of that eminent artist, who was a na¬ 
tive of Seville, and whose principal productions 
adorn this city, of Murillo, whose w'orks were 
long wanting in the rich collection of the kings 
of France, and who at length occupies a place 
in the National Museum. Nine other pictures 
by this painter are to he seen in the hall of the 
chapter, which might have dispensed with other 
ornaments, and two in the sacristy. In the 
royal chapel, we remark, among other tombs, 
that of St. Ferdinand, covered with Hebrew, 
Arabic, Latin, and Spanish inscriptions; that of 
Alphonse X. surnamed the Wise, or the Astro¬ 
nomer, See. But none of the tombs of these mo- 
narchs makes such a deep impression, or ex¬ 
cites such interesting recollections, as that of 
Christopher Columbus, erected in front of the 
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choir, with this inscription; which is at least 
striking for its brevity; 

A Cnrtilia y Arntgon 
Otn> muiiclo dio Colon.* 

His son, Don Ferdinand, who would be 
deemed a great man, had lie sprung from a less 
'■e.io'.vned la. her, has also a monument in one of 
the clnp<ds; but bis epitaph is not so beautiful, 
io> it ■ longer, and less simple. 

'1 ‘-O'--pic of ibis cathedral, denominated 

tin ■ (, i's one oi the most beautiful tnonu- 
;u S;.-u.u, (Sec PI. XV.) The ascent to 
its sue, i| spiral, and without steps. It is 
IDO feet in lit iguf, and is crow ned with a statue 
representing faith. Over one of the five naves 
is placed the library, which comprises about 
twenty thousand volumes, lids collection is 
not for mere ostentation. Excepting the ea./i- 
tal, Seville contains a greater number of en¬ 
lightened men than any city in Spain. Its Pa¬ 
triotic Society can boast of more than one 
member, not less distinguished for talents than 
for patriotism. A taste for the fine arts in pur- 

* Every body knows, however, that the remains of Columbus 
were removed from Seville, to the principal church of Sawn tk>« 
mingoj and though M. Moreau de St. Mery sough' w. , 0 
ascertain the spot were they were deposited, the trad • ■-.a i\ but 
country scarcely leaves room to doubt the circumuv.rc. 
the Deseiiption of the Spanish Part of St. Domingo, VJ .1 
p. 124, &c. 
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ticular is cultivated at Seville; its inhabitants 
with exultation claim as their fellow citizens se¬ 
veral painters of the Spanish school, as Roelas, 
Vargas, Zurbaran, and especially the incompa¬ 
rable Murillo, whose merits cannot be duly ap¬ 
preciated but by those who have seen the nume¬ 
rous master-pieces which he has left in his na¬ 
tive city. The Hospital of Charity contains 
ten which command the warmest admiration of 
connoisseurs. Eleven are exhibited in one of 
the cloisters of the convent of St. Francis. 
Lastly, among several pieces by this great mas¬ 
ter, belonging to the Capuchins, the spectator 
is never tired of contemplating a Christ descend¬ 
ing from the cross, with the expression of the 
most affecting tenderness to embrace St. 
Francis. 

* 

Besides these master-pieces of painting, and 
others of the Spanish school, there are several 
edifices at Seville worthy of the notice of the 
traveller. 

The first is the Exchange, or Lonja, a de-. 
tached building, each facade of which is two 
hundred feet long. It has been lately repaired 
and embellished. Here it is intended to de¬ 
posit all the old records and papers relative to 
Spanish America—the archives of exploits, 
crimes, and miseries, where history and philoib- 
phy will long be able to find ample treasures.* 

The Alcazar is a magnificent structure, begun 
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and for a considerable time inhabited by the 
Moorish sovereigns, enlarged by the king Don 
Pedro, and afterwards by Charles V. who added 
to it embellishments in a superior style. It has 
been the residence of several kings of Spain; 
and Philip V. who passed some time here with 
his whole court, was tempted to make this pa¬ 
lace his regular abode :—a design which, had 
it not been for political considerations, would 
probably have been put in execution before 
this time, to the great satisfaction of all Spain, 
except of the inhabitants of Madrid. 

In this Alcazar have been deposited^various 
pieces of antique statues, found at some distance 
from Seville. The formation of this precious 
collection is principally owing to the efforts of 
Don Francisco Bruna, an enlightened antiqna y, 
a zealous and indefatigable citizen, who docs 
honour to bis native country. 

Another spacious and handsome edifice is the 
tobacco and snuff’ manufactory, completed in 
1757; a prodigious establishment, as well for the 
size of the building as for the number of hands 
employed in it. On seeing the walls and 
ditches with which it is surrounded, and the 
drawbridges which you are are obliged to cross 
in order to reach it, you would take this esta¬ 
blishment, as Fischer observes, for a fortress. 
Here the tobacco is received in the leaf, as it 
comes from the llavannah, M'here a very small 
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quantify is manufactured. The details of this 
fabrication are not uninteresting. The tobacco 
leaves are first reduced to powder, which is then 
mixed with a preparation of ochre, also made 
here, in order to give it a colour. The snuff 
thus composed is put into tin boxes, removed 
to the store-houses, labelled, packed, and sent 
to every part of the peninsula. A particular 
room is devoted to the making of the little rolls, 
called cigaros, the consumption of which is so 
prodigious in Spain. It would be difficult to 
find within a smaller compass, more activity and 
a greater variety of occupations. 

The foundcrv of brass cannon, which, with 
that of Barcelona, supplies all the Spanish arse¬ 
nals in Europe, is likewise a structure remark¬ 
able for its extent and the beauty of its arrange- 
ment. I he method of Maritz, with some tri¬ 
fling variations, is still followed there. A con¬ 
siderable saving might be made in the expenses 
of this establishment. Each quintal of Mexican 
or Peruvian copper refined here, eost,someyear§ 
since, fifty reals. Not long before, a Frenchman 
had proposed a method, by which twenty-two 
reals aquintal would have been saved. His plan 
was instantly rejected. He nevertheless per¬ 
sisted to urge its adoption. Some experiments 
which were made, to avoid the appearance of 
determined opposition, proved the good qua¬ 
lity of the copper refined and cast according to 
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his method; but intrigue, which was not idle, 
found means to prevent his further success. For 
some years the expensive establishment which 
he afterwards founded at Port Real, opposite to 
Cadiz, has done nothing but furnish the copper 
nails used in the sheathing of ships. 

The mint is one of the most ancient buildings 
in Seville, and was formerly remarkable for its 
activity. We are assured by writers of the time 
to a hich we allude, that seven hundred mares of 
gold and silver were there daily converted into 
money. Tor considerable time it coined only- 
on the account of private individuals; and it 
is only since 17IS that it has been employed for 
the king. 

The last edifices we shall mention, are the se¬ 
minary of St. Elmo, winch contains a school of 
navigation; and the Tower del Oro, an ancient 
structure, supposed to have been erected by the 
Romans. It was doubtless designed for the 
protection of the shipping. It was front this 
building that the Moors threw a chain across 
the Guadalquivir to the opposite shore, where 
is situated the suburb of Tnana, which com¬ 
municates with the city bv a bridge of boats. 
This river rises on one side of the chain of 
mountains called the Sierra dc Segura, and di¬ 
rects its course to the ocean ; while the Segura, 
springing from the other side, proceeds toward 
the Mediterranean, and watts to Murcia, Ori- 
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huela, Carthagena, and other places, the timber 
with which those mountains are covered. 

It was to the Guadalquivir that Seville, in 
former times, owed its splendour. The largest 
ships then ascended to the very quays of Seville, 
ami those of less burden went up as high as 
Cordova, At present vessels of large size ad¬ 
vance no further than Bonanza, a village fif¬ 
teen leagues from Seville ; and only those of 
eighty tons or under can sail up to that city. 
The cargoes of the others are conveyed thither 
in small boats. 

Some capital buildings adorn that part of the 
banks of the Guadalquivir which faces the su¬ 
burb of Triana. Here Lerena, while intendant 
of Andalusia, began a plantation which has 
since become a charming walk. When the fo¬ 
liage of its trees shall have grown a little 
thicker, the inhabitants of Seville will have no 
occasion to envy those of the capital. To M, 
01avid<$ this city is indebted for part of its 
quays and many public establishments. The 
anathemas of the inquisition have perhaps long 
prevented his name from being there uttered 
aloud, but they cannot prevent his memory 
from being cherished by the inhabitants. 

In the interior of the city there is a beauti¬ 
ful walk, adorned with fountains, and formed 
by five alleys of trees which are watered by 
little canals. 
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The .environs of Seville, like those of most of 
the towns of Andalusia, are well cultivated. The 
traveller, after passing through the desert and 
naked plains of Castile and La Mancha, beholds 
their orchards and country houses with plea¬ 
sure. 

But what renders the vicinity of Seville par¬ 
ticularly worthy of the curiosity of the traveller, 
is the ruins of Italica, an ancient Roman town, 
the native place of Silius Italicus. It Avas situ¬ 
ated about a league and a half to the north of 
Seville, along the left bank of the Guadalquivir. 
The monuments of it which yet remain, were 
rescued from the ravages of time and ignorance 
by the monks, whose convent is situated ciose to 
them. M. Broussonet has subjoined to a recent 
tour in Spain, some interesting particulars rela¬ 
tive to Italica and its ruins. 

On the modern road from Carmona to Cadiz 
there is nothing worthy of notice before you 
arrive at Xerez, except the town of Utrera, 
which contains about two thousand hearths. 

The avenues to Xerez give a very favourable 
idea of that town. With a little trouble it might 
be made one of the most interesting in the king¬ 
dom. The situation could not be more agree¬ 
able, and its streets are in general straight and 
wide. The top of its Alcazar, which has be¬ 
come a place of public resort, commands the 
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most delightful prospects of the adjacent 
country. 

Its extensive territory wants nothing but a 
more careful cultivation to render it one of the 
most fertile tracts hi Europe. All the produc¬ 
tions of the earth thriw here: the vineyards are 
the principal source of wealth to Xerez; and 
besides them it has plantations of olives, pas¬ 
tures, woods of pines and oak trees, hemp fields. 
See. Its vineyards, notwithstanding they are 
badly managed, produce, one year with another, 
360,000 arrobas of wine, of which about 200,000 
are exported chiefly by the English and 
French.* The quantity of corn raised in this 
district might be more than doubled. From 
the neglect of this article the country is 
frequently exposed to want. 

Still less progress has been made in the cul¬ 
tivation of olives. Upon an average not more 
than 32,000 airobasf of oil are annually ob¬ 
tained. The situation is perfectly adapted to 
the culture of silk, which might employ thou¬ 
sands of women, who, for want of occupation, 
languish in extreme indigence. 

Its breed of horses, like all the other sources 
of its prosperity, is'on the decline. Its colts, 

* The wine produced in|bis district is known in England by 
the name of Sherry. (Translator.) 

f We have already observed, that the arraba it a weight of 
about twenty-five pounds. 
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which are the best in Andalusia, are bought up 
at three years old for the army; hut some 
3 'ears since, its extensive territory contained no 
more than six hundred mares. 

The manufactures carried on at Xcrcz con¬ 
sist only of the coarse cloth made from the 
three thousand arrohas of wool which it pro¬ 
duces, some linen and ribbons, which employ 
about twenty looms. Most of these establish- 
ments are owing to the efforts of a Patriotic 
School and of certain philanthropic individuals. 

Half a league from Xerez is one of the most 
celebrated Carthusian convents in Spain, on ac¬ 
count of its wealth and its agreeable situation, 
within sight of Cadiz. The lovers of the arts will 
not fail to pay it a visit, for the purpose of admir¬ 
ing the best worlft of Zurbaran, and some per¬ 
formances of the inexhaustible Luke Jordans. 
We are almost induced to forgive the peaceful 
inhabitants of this charming retreat for their 
wealth and their pious indolence, on account of 
their tender attentions to the two most inte¬ 
resting, periods of life. They begin the educa¬ 
tion of thirty poor children of the neigh¬ 
bouring town; and to twelve poor men, who are 
past work, they afford an asylum, where they 
may end their days in peace. 

At the distance of two lofig leagues from this 
place is the town of Arcos. Before you reach 
.it, you have to ford the Guadalete, the cele- 
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bra ted Lethe of the ancients. Areas, 3 ton 
■with two thousand five hundred hearths,- is si 
tuated in the centre of a most fertile tract 
amidst groves of orange trees, upon an in 
accessible rock, from which you may discern 
the mountains of Honda, Medina Sitlonia, and 
Gibraltar. The Guadalete partly surrounds 
Arcos, and roars along the bottom of a deep, 
winding valley, where it seems to pursue the 
track which the poets have marked out for it. 

Between the Carthusian convent of Xeroz 
and the modern town, called Island of Leon, you 
travel four leagues without meeting with a sin¬ 
gle hamlet. After crossing the Guadalete, you 
come to a prodigious plain, where was fought 
the battle which put an end to the empire of 
the Goths, and subjected Spam for several cen¬ 
turies to the yoke of the Arabs. You are now 
upon the confines of ancient Boetica. This con¬ 
currence of objects, which recal to the mind 
the ingenious inventions of fable and important 
historical events, the bounty of nature and the 
ingratitude of those who so id requite it, afford 
abundant matter for deep reflection. We com¬ 
pare the boundless field of imagination with the 
narrow limits which indolence prescribes to in¬ 
dustry, and attractive chimeras to gloomy re¬ 
alities; and while%e admire the brilliant in¬ 
ventors of those wonders, we pity the modern 
actors,who prove themselves so unworthy of so 
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fair a theatre. But we are approaching the 
scene of the prodig ies of commerce—we are ia 
sight of Cadiz. 

VV r e have the first view of its bay from the 
top of a hill, situated half way between Xerez 
and Port St. Mary. Here the eye embraces the 
whole circumference of that bay, as though de¬ 
lineated upon a large map. It clearly distin¬ 
guishes the two points which form the en¬ 
trance, Fort St. Sebastian on one side, and the 
town of Rota on the other. (Piate XVI.) 
Right before you lies Cadiz. You see the low, 
narrow rtr-'V --f land which separates that city 
from the island of T f'ovt. the irregular contour 
of the bay to La Carracca, Puerto Real, and 
Port St. Maty. 

It war thus, without doubt, that the chains 
of mountains, the town, and the windings of 
rivers, appeired to those adventureffs rivals of 
the inhabitants of the air ; to those aerial tra¬ 
vellers, whose daring intrepidity has for some 
time excited our admiration. 

At Xerez you have your choice of two ways, 
one of which leads you round the bay by land, 
•while the other crosses it and conducts you 
straight to Cadiz. If you decide in favour of 
the former, after passing the Carthusian con¬ 
vent, you come to woods oY pines, the owners 
of which endeavour to cut off the resources of 
the royal marine by prematurely felling the 
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trees. Beyond these woods fyou descry tin 
handsome towns of Port St. Mary and Puerto 
Real. These you leave to the right, as well as 
the Guadalete, which, a little lower down, di¬ 
vides into two branches. One 6f them dis¬ 
charges itself into the bar of Port St. Mary, 
the other proceeds toward Puerto Real, and 
is distinguished by the name of the river of 
San Petro, or Santi Petri. You then come to 
the excellent modern road which leads to Ca¬ 
diz ; you cross this little river by the biidge of 
Suazo, and enter the island of Leon, thus called 
because the piece of ground, on which it is si¬ 
tuated, is surrounded by a very ancient navi¬ 
gable canal, which at flood-tide is from twenty- 
two to twenty-four feet deep. We shall have 
occasion to take further notice of this road and 
the island of Leon in the succeeding chapter. 

If you determine to cross the bay, on your 
arrival at Port St. Mary, you hire one of the 
large boats, the owners of which vie with each 
other in offering their services-fco travellers, and 
in less than an hour you may be conveyed to 
the quay of Cadiz. 

Port St. Mary is situated near the mouth of 
the Guadalete, which, by the sands which it 
carries down into the bay, has formed a bar, 
that cannot be passed over without danger, 
especially in winter. The boatmen, whose in¬ 
terest it is to keep the passengers in terror, for 
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the purpose of laying-them under contribution, 
never fail to exaggerate the danger; and at 
the moment when it is most imminent, repeat 
a prayer, and afterwards make it a pretext for 
begging something: hut the most timid pas¬ 
sengers, be they even ever such devotees, have 
more confidence in the skill of their conductors 
than in the efficacy of their prayers. 


.von. HI, 



146 


MODERN STATE 


CHAP. VI. 

Description of Cadiz, its veto establishments and 
its port—La Caracca—The island of Leon, its 
magazines and docks. 


'When I arrived at Cadiz, in 1785, O’Reilly 
governed, or rather reigned there; and it must 
be admitted, that during his reign that city 
underwent salutary changes of various kinds. 
To him it owes its embellishment, its increase, 
and its cleanliness, but I cannot add its secu¬ 
rity. Assassinations continued to be very fre¬ 
quent at that period, and have not since become 
less common. 

Under his active administration, the old 
houses were pulled down, and gave place to 
new ones regularly built. The streets were 
paved, made straighten, and constantly kept 
clean. The vacant places were covered with 
habitations. lie may even be reproached with 
excess of economy in respect to ground. In 
several triangular spaces, houses were erected 
by his orders, which without affording any 
convenience to their inhabitants, seemed to 
have no other object than that of incommod¬ 
ing their neighbours. He even endeavoured 
to extend the city, by gaining land from the 
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sea. The space occupied by the custom-house 
and the adjacent buildings, was obtained from 
that element, but at a period anterior to his 
administration. He meditated another project 
of the same kind. 

lie had formed a plan for taking possession 
of tiie ground of the Jlatncdq, a walk along 
the side of the bay, the trees of which exhibit 
visible marks of that neighbourhood. It was 
his intention to build there, and to lengthen 
the space, by raising to a level with it that 
part of the shore which runs in toward the in¬ 
terior of (lie city, apd on the edge of this 
new embankment, he designed to plant a fresh 
alley of trees. To accomplish this kind of mi¬ 
racle, funds were necessary, and particularly 
stones and rubbish sufficient to fill up the pro¬ 
digious space which lie intended to gain from 
the sea. 

Count O'Reilly* likewise bestowed much at¬ 
tention on the embellishment of the approach 
on the land side, which was iormerly covered 
with bushes, and served as a haunt for robbers. 

* M. O’Reilly’s plan has, in some measure, however, been 
put into execution. Under his successors, the Alameda has 
become a most beautiful walk, commanding on the one hand 
a view of the sea, and adorned on the other with a great num¬ 
ber of handsome modern bouses; but the coolness and the 
shade afforded by thick foliage must not yet be sought, neither 
will they ever be found there. 
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Under the administration of one of his prede¬ 
cessors, gardens had been laid out, and several 
country-houses built there. But at the time 
of the dispute relative to the Falkland Islands, 
the pusillanimous governor, imagining the place 
in danger, and the enemy at his gates, entrench¬ 
ed behind the feeble efforts of his industry, or¬ 
dered them to be demolished. 

During the administration of the Count de 
Xereua, the predecessor of O’Reilly, they were 
rebuilt, but they received all their embellish¬ 
ments from the latter. He extended the cul¬ 
tivation of the isthmus to the side of the high¬ 
road from Cadiz to the island of Leon; he 
even formed a garden as agreeable as the soil, 
which is wholly sandy, permitted, and inclosed 
it with railing. This example was imitated by 
his neighbours, so that for a quarter of a 
league from the land-gate, the road was bor¬ 
dered by similar fences, which, from their 
uniformity, seemed all to belong to the same 
proprietor. The vegetation, indeed, was vi¬ 
sibly affected by the proximity of .the sea, the 
heat of the climate, and the nature of the 
soil whose sands could not be#covcred with 
good earth beyond a certain depth; but it 
was not the less agreeable to see the verdure, 
and to gather flowers and fruits upon a spot 
which so many circumstances seem to have 
doomed to everlasting sterility. On visiting 
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the governor’s garden, and that of Mora, the 
assessor, contiguous to it, on beholding all the 
productions of Andalusia, the vine, the mul¬ 
berry and olive-tree which nourished there, the 
stranger forgot the nature of the soil on which 
he stood, and the element by which lie was al¬ 
most entirely surrounded. It was probable 
that in time these environs of the land-gate 
would form a kind of suburb ; and at the dis¬ 
tance of a full quarter of a league from the 
city, a church had already been erected for 
those who resided in that neighbourhood. 

But this creation of O’Reilly did not long sur¬ 
vive the government df its author. The sand has 
partly resumed its empire in a tract, the posses¬ 
sion of which had been thus disputed with it. 
Still, however, there exist traces of the revolu¬ 
tion, undertaken by O’Reilly, and the sandy de¬ 
sert which before his time disgraced the ap¬ 
proaches to Cadiz, has receded to the distance 
of half a league from the landgate. 

But nothing does more lionoui to the under¬ 
standing and humanity of O’Reilly than the* 
hospital, which owed to him, if not its first 
establishment, at least the admirable arrange¬ 
ments which ‘were introduced previous to the 
year 178 . 5 . In one and thesame edifice was af¬ 
forded relief to persons of all classes who re¬ 
quire cither the succour or the superintendence 
of government; to the aged of both sexes, to 
incurables, to vagrants, to prostitutes, to the 
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insane, and to children of either sex whose 
parents were unable to maintain them. Each of 
these classes was placed in spacious and airy 
apartments; and every person was furnished 
with food and employment suitable to his age 
and condition. In this institution indigent fa¬ 
milies found an asylum, and yet the number of 
its inmates alarmed not the beneficence of the 
administration. To prevent abuses, however, the 
commissary of each quarter was obliged to de¬ 
liver ever}' week to the governor, a list of all 
the persons of both sexes in his jurisdiction who 
stood in need of relief. The governor exa¬ 
mined the list, and wrot»his directions in the 
margin. In 178a, out of the seventeen quar¬ 
ters of which Cadiz is composed, there were 
fourteen, in which was not to be found a single 
individual unable to earn a subsistence, or 
destitute of that succour which might at least: 
render life supportable; and before the disgrace 
of O’lleilly, the benefits of this establishment 
were extended to the whole city. 

The good order which prevailed in this in¬ 
stitution was chiefly owing to his continual at¬ 
tention. 11 is view's were zealously promoted 
by many citizens of distinction, who, either 
from motives of humanity, or to ingratiate 
themselves with him, had undertaken the di¬ 
rection of the different wards. Their presence 
seemed to inspire only confidence and respect; 
their visits restored serenity, hope and joy. 
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Prostitutes and lunatics were the only persons 
confined; those' of all the other classes had 
liberty to go out in companies at certain hours. 
None were exempted from work but those who 
were absolutely disabled by age or infirmity. The 
rest were chiefly employed in carding, spin¬ 
ning and weaving the cotton imported from 
the American colonies. In the-month of Sep¬ 
tember 1785, there were more looms set up, 
than hands to keep them at work; and the 
surplus of the stuffs thus manufactured, above 
the quantity consumed by the inhabitants of 
the house, was sold to augment the funds of 
the institution. To those which it possessed 
before M. O’Reilly undertook the management, 
he had added the produce arising from the sale 
of certain pieces of ground belonging *o the 
city. Lastly, the charity of the citizens in¬ 
creased them with ample contributions. Soon 
after the removal of O'Reilly, this institution 
degenerated a little. Some beggars again 
made their appearance in the streets. But 
more recently, and especially during the activd 
and vigilant administration of the present go¬ 
vernor, the Marquis de Solano,* the hospital of 
Cadiz has again become what it was in the 
time of count O’Reilly, a pattern for charitable 
institutions. 

* The same who a few months since so miserably fell a 
Yiclim to his attachment to the French. ( Translator .) 
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I cannot help doing justice to this officer of 
whom so unfavourable an opinion was enter¬ 
tained by his contemporaries. Among other 
talents, he particularly possessed the art of 
rendering every circumstance and every pas¬ 
sion subservient to his designs, llis despo¬ 
tism was dreaded. The expression of one of his 
wishes was equivalent to a command; and by 
his insinuating manners, he prevailed on such 
of the inhabitants of Cadiz as were least at¬ 
tached to him, to devote their time, their 
carts, waggons, and horses to works under¬ 
taken, as he pretended, for the public beneiit, 
but which were sometimes nothing but the off¬ 
spring of his caprice. 

Cadiz is farther indebted to him for the re¬ 
pair of the road leading to the island of Leon. 
This work he committed to the superintend- 
ance of M. du Bournial, a Breach engineer, 
whom he had invited from F* ance, in order to 
employ him in his military school at Port St. 
Mary. This road, which, on leaving Cadiz, is 
pi full quarter of a league in width, gradually 
grows narrower, till at die distance of a league, 
the sea at flood-tide washes the foot of the 
causeway which resembles a mole thrown by 
the bold hand of man across the abvsses of 
ocean. Du Bournial raised this road, made it 
shorter and more solid, and thus entitled aim- 
self to the gratitude of the inhabitants of 
Cadiz. 



OF SPAIN’. 


153 


O'Reilly proposed to employ him in the 
execution of a plan, if not of greater magni¬ 
tude, at least more ostentatious. It is well 
known that Cadiz is totally destitute of fresh 
water. The deficiency very imperfectly sup¬ 
plied by wells, the water of which is brackish 
and unwholesome, and into which runs the 
rain-water that falls in the inner courts of the 
houses. The rest of this water is collected on 
the azoteas. These, are flat roofs in the form 
of a terrace, wi'h which almost all the houses 
of Cadiz are furnished, or we may even say 
adorned, and which serve the double purpose of 
a walk and observatory for the inhabitants, 
who arc extremely solicitous to discover at a 
distance the fond object of their anxious 
hopes. 

From these azoteas the rain-water is con¬ 
ducted by pipes to the cistern which occupies 
the open space in the interior of the house, 
and is thence drawn into another reservoir in 
one corner of the court; for the identity of 
wants, arisinr: from local circumstances, has 
produced in this city a perfect uniformity in 
the figure and arrangement of almost all its 
buildings. 

Such, then, arc the only resources of the in¬ 
habitants of Cadiz, for procuring the supply 
of water necessary for domestic uses. With 
respect to that for drinking, they are obliged 
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to bring it from the springs of Port St. Mary, 
and in dry seasons, the quantity is not suffi¬ 
cient for their wants, though they pay, one 
year with another, ninety-six thousand piastres 
for this precarious supply—a serious inconve¬ 
nience for such a populous city, for a port 
frequented by so many merchantmen and ships 
of war. In order to obviate it, O’Reilly had 
formed a plan for bringing fresh water to 
Cadiz from the heights of Medina Sidonia, a 
distance of eleven leagues. He had already 
calculated with du Bournial, the engineer, that 
the expencc of the intended canal would not 
exceed two millions of piastres ; and in August, 
1785, he had received subscriptions to the 
amount of more than half that sum. Du Bour¬ 
nial had surveyed and taken the levels of the 
whole distance and had finished all the plans. 
He had discovered the track of an ancieni 
canal constructed by the Romans for the same 
purpose, and the bed of which would, in a grea 
measure, have been rendered useful for thi: 
new project. 

This splendid design met, at the same time 
with great opposition. The work was neverthe 
less begun, but not more than half a league wa 
completed. A stop was put to it by the dis 
grace of O’Reilly, and the inhabitants are stil 
obliged to procure their, water from Port St 
Mary. 
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To make amends, however, another project 
not less brilliant, and still more useful, has re¬ 
cently been carried into complete execution. 
I allude to the work designed to protect from 
the impetuosity of the sea, that part of Cadiz 
extending from Fort Sebastian to theMatadero. 
It was doubtless the force of the waves which 
in ancient times washed away a great part of 
the island on which that city is built. In the 
seventeenth century 13 1 cy carried away large 
portions of houses, and occasioned the forma¬ 
tion of a design which is, at length accom¬ 
plished. At the beginning of the last century 
a kind of rampart was raised in the form of a 
dyke to restrain their ravages; but in time this 
ciyke was so undermined, that in tempestuous 
weather and high tides, this part of Cadiz was 
exposed to very imminent danger. Every year 
it Mas necessary to repair the devastations 
caused by the billows, and it was not the in¬ 
terest of the engineers engaged in these repairs 
to cut off this source of lucrative employment. 
Towards the end of the reign of Charles III. 
the government at length began to think of 
securing the city of Cadiz, in a durable man¬ 
ner, from the danger with which it was threat¬ 
ened. Out of several plans, the preference 
was given in 1786', to that of the engineer of 
the navy, Don Thomas Munoz, a distinguished 
officer, who deserves a place among men of 
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genius and the benefactors of their country. 
His plan consisted in forming, along the Avails, 
a kind of solid beach, sloping towards the sea, 
against which the Avaves would expend their first 
fury, and then subside Avithout violence at the 
foot of this rampart. Enormous piles were first 
driven in front to break their force. Behind 
these begins the artificial beach. It rests upon 
large coffers, Avhicli it was found extremely 
difficult to fix upon the spot, and Avhicli Avere 
filled Avith a kind of stone that grows hard in 
water. This undertaking was begun in 1788 , 
and finished in three years, though the works 
could only be continued during the ebb-tides, 
from the beginning of May to the end of Sep¬ 
tember. The benefit derived from it is sensibly 
felt. The waves either no longer reach the sum¬ 
mit of the Avail, or approach it in the gentlest 
manner; Avliereas formerly they broke over it 
with such violence as to shake and inundate the 
neighbouring houses, and even sometimes to 
advance beyond the cathedral. The Avork is 
said to have cost fourteen millions of piastres ; 
but the Spanish government could not have 
expended the money more usefully, or in a 
manner more honourable to itself.* 

The sea on the contrary side to that which 

* We learn with regret, that the works at the port of Cadi* 
have not proved so durable as was hoped. In 1601 , the em¬ 
bankment of Don Thomas Munoz sustained considerable da¬ 
mage from the violence of the waves. 
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was thus threatened, has receded in the same 
proportion as that to the south has advanced ; 
so that certain parts of the beach over which 
ships formerly sailed, are now nearly dry. 

The bay of Cadiz is of such extent, that 
places are assigned to the different vessels ac¬ 
cording to their destination. Facing the city 
but a certain distance, is the anchorage for 
ships coming from European ports. More to 
the eastward, in the channel of the Trocadero, 
the Indiamen are laid up and unrigged. At 
the extremity of this channel stands the hand¬ 
some village of Puerto Real, and on its banks 
are the magazines, arsenals and dock-yards for 
merchant vessels. The entrance of the Tro- 
eadcro is defended by two forts, the one, called 
Matagordo, situated on the continent, the 
other, Fort Louis, erected by Duguay Trouin, 
upon an islet which is left dry at low water. 
The line of fire of these two forts is crossed by 
that of one of the Puntalcs on the opposite 
shore. All vessels are therefore obliged to sail 
within reach of these batteries to pass from 
the great bay into that of the Puntalcs or Pun- 
tal, at the bottom of which, near the maga¬ 
zines, are moored the unrigged ships, of the 
royal navy. 

The vast space upon which these magazines 
are erected, and the possession of which the' 
sea appears to dispute with the land, is washed 
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to the west by the river Santi Petri and dis¬ 
tinguished by the appellation of La Carraca. 
All access to this place is strictly forbidden by 
government to the inquisitive stranger, who is 
informed by the naval commandant, that he 
cannot be gratified with a sight of it, unless by 
the express command of the king. There arc 
means, however, of accomplishing this object 
without it. You must go to the Island of 
Leon, a town nearly quite new, having been 
built only about the middle of the last century; 
and which in that short interval has grown to 
a prodigious size. In 1750 it contained forty 
thousand communicants, a datum from which 
an accurate calculation may be formed of the 
population of any town in Spain. Its principal 
street is a full quarter of a league in length, 
and makes a handsome appearance, though its 
houses are uniformly decorated and sur¬ 
charged with ornaments in a bad style. The 
Island of Leon bears, in other respects, but 
little resemblance to the rest pf the towns of 
Spain. It has an air of cleanliness and opu¬ 
lence, a market abundantly supplied, and a 
spacious and regular public square. The col¬ 
lege of the marines has heed removed from 
Cadiz to the Island of Leon, till the completion 
of the new edifice erecting for them in the 
new village of San Carlos, contiguous to La 
Carraca, where it is intended to comprise in 
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one building all that belongs to a complete 
establishment for military marine. 

The Island of Leon is separated from La Car¬ 
raca, by a basin nine hundred feet long and 
six hundred broad, from which are cut two 
canals, the one running to La Carraca, and the 
other to the sea. 

From this town it is a short quarter of a 
league to the channel, which you must cross to 
go to La Carraca. You are admitted without 
much difficulty if you are accompanied by 
some privileged conductor, and are shewn all 
that the arsenals contain. The spectator can¬ 
not forbear admiring in particular the habita¬ 
tion of the galley-slaves and the rope-walk, 
which is six hundred paces in length and has 
as good an appearance as that of Brest. Those 
who have compared the cordage and cables of 
the principal dock-yards in Europe, assert that, 
in this particular, the Spanish navy is not in¬ 
ferior to any; that its cordage is better made 
and more durable, because in heckling the 
hemp, all the knotty parts are picked out anil 
made use of in caulking, which produces the 
two-fold advantage of stronger cordage and 
the better caulking of vessels. It is not long 
since the Spaniards imported almost ail their 
hemp from the north, but they will soon be 
able to dispense with these foreign supplies. 
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The kingdom of Grenada, lias, for several 
years furnished them with great part of the 
hemp required for home consumption. They 
likewise receive some from Arragon and Na¬ 
varre; and a few cargoes still continue to be 
imported from Riga. 

The arsenals contain a great quantity of 
sheets of copper; but they are all brought 
either from Sweden or Trieste. The Spaniards 
are not yet sufficiently acquainted with the art 
of refilling and preparing copper, to use that 
of Mexico for sheathing their ships; a prac¬ 
tice which they began to adopt at the com¬ 
mencement of the American war. A few years 
since, however, the government ordered a flat¬ 
ting mill to be erected at Ferrol, which is very 
actively employed under the superintendence of 
Don Eugenio Izquicrdo. Still more recently, 
a hammer for the preparation of sheathing, has 
been set up at Puerto Real, and another at 
Algcsiras. 

The reader will perhaps be surprised, that so 
useful an invention should not have been long 
ago adopted in a country which possesses a 
navy, manufactures of every kind, and at least 
the rudiments of all the arts. The reason is, 
because in Spain, the progress of almost every 
.thi ng isy et extremely slow; because the most ad¬ 
vantageous'.improvements, being almost always 
but feebly patronized, .are frequently opposed 
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with all the obstinacy of prejudice, and all the 
acrimony of envy; because the government 
itself finds its power circumscribed by the pas¬ 
sions of those by whom its confidence is usurped 
and betrayed. 

In spite of these obstacles, however, modern 
times have exhibited more than one instance 
of brilliant success, resulting from the perse¬ 
verance of the authors of inventions, and the 
despotic power of necessity. A proof of this 
is exhibited in the work of Don Thomas Munoz 
at Cadiz; and a second example is to be seen 
in.the same port. Twenty or thirty years ago, 
ships of war could neither be built nor refitted 
at that place, and Jp order to ^careen them, it 
was necessary to lay them upon hulks. M. de 
Valdez, at that time sub-inspector of La Car- 
raca, prevailed upon government to adopt the 
plan of forming a dock there; and after his 
promotion to the administration of the naval 
department, he successfully exerted himself to 
carry this project into execution. From the 
nature of the ground it would have been 
deemed impracticable: it is a kind of clay, 
which soon sinks in, and seems to partake of 
the instability of the element with which it is 
surrounded and saturated. It was in the most 
elevated part that a beginning was made to dig 
the first dock in the month of August 1785. 
1 saw the labourers driving in the forest of 
vot. in. 
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piles, on which was afterwards laid a bed of 
stone, to give the bason a solidity against 
which every circumstance seemed to conspire. 
The engineers who directed the work scarcely 
durst venture to promise success. New ob¬ 
stacles were continually arising; but skill and 
perseverance at length triumphed over every 
diffitulty. In the year 1787, instead of one 
there were two docks at La Carraca, for the 
building of sixty-four gun ships. At present 
there are three, two of which are actively em¬ 
ployed ; and a fourth is constructing at the 
Trocadero. 

We must not forget to mention that Cadiz 
containsaschoolof navigation, anaval academy, 
and a commodious observatory provided with 
excellent instruments. It was for a consider¬ 
able time under the direction of Don Vicente 
Tofino, who has not been dead long, and who 
there observed the transit of Venus over the 
sun’s disk in 176'p. 

It would therefore be difficult to find in any 
country in Europe a more complete establish¬ 
ment for a military navy than that of Cadiz. 



